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Revival of Amicable Relations?
North Korea and China displayed a show of solidarity as a top Chinese official
attended a huge military parade in Pyongyang on Oct. 10 standing with the
North’s leader Kim Jong-un.
■ By Lee Kwang-ho

N

orth Korea’s military parade marking
the 70th founding anniversary of the
Workers’ Party on Oct. 10 has provided a turning point in repairing relations
between North Korea and China, which have
been estranged since Kim Jong-un came to
power in late 2011.
Liu Yunshan, who ranks fifth in the Chinese
Communist Party hierarchy, was the only foreign guest who stood on the podium at Kim Ilsung Square in the heart of Pyongyang, where
the military review was staged. Kim Jong-un
demonstrated the friendly relations between
China and North Korea by chatting and occasionally laughing with Liu, who is the highest
Chinese official to visit North Korea since
Kim took power.
The relations between the two allies have
been strained since Kim became leader of
North Korea because of a series of long-range
rocket launches in 2012, a third nuclear missile test in 2013 and the execution of Jang
Song-thaek. High-level exchanges between the
two sides also came to a virtual halt after
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North Korea’s Workers’ Party Secretary Choe
Ryong-hae visited China as a special envoy
for Kim in May 2013.
But this time, China made a conciliatory
gesture by dispatching Liu, a member of the
Politburo Standing Committee in China’s
Communist Party, and North Korea made an
enthusiastic response. The alliance between
North Korea and China was “forged in blood”
as China sent its troops to aid the North during
the 1950-53 Korean War.
The young North Korean leader took center
stage at the military parade and mass rally in
Pyongyang involving 20,000 soldiers and
100,000 citizens and displaying new weaponry
by declaring in a rare speech that the North is
ready to fight any kind of war posed by its
archenemy, the United States.
In the speech, Kim said, “Our revolutionary
force is ready to respond to any kind of war
the American imperialists want.” Kim said
North Korea’s policy of putting its military
first has made it “an impenetrable fortress and
a global military power.” “The U.S. has
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Large missiles believed to be KN08 intercontinental ballistic missiles appear during a large-scale
military parade at Pyongyang’s
Kim Il-sung Square on Oct. 10,
2015. (KCNA-Yonhap)

China made a conciliatory gesture
by dispatching Liu, a member of
the Politburo Standing Committee
in China’s Communist Party, and
North Korea made an enthusiastic
response.

pushed for terrible wars and is posing new
threats of aggression. It has also stood in the
way of us with unprecedented sanctions and
blockades if we intend to develop our economy.”
But Kim did not bring up his signature policy of simultaneously developing nuclear
weapons and the country’s ailing economy
during the speech, apparently mindful of
China, the North’s long-time ally and economic benefactor.
Reflecting North Korea’s international isolation, no world leaders were present. Liu was

the most senior foreign dignitary, though
Cuba, Vietnam and other countries sent delegations. Kim has yet to make a state visit
abroad, and he chose not to attend recent
anniversary ceremonies held by his country’s
two closest allies: Russia and China.
Pyongyang has hyped up the festive mood
and promoted the accomplishments of its
leader ahead of the anniversary. It has also
spared no effort to prepare for what it called a
“grand style” parade to demonstrate its military prowess at a time when the country has
advanced its capacity to develop missiles and
nuclear weapons. But it forwent provocative
acts, such as a long-range rocket launch and
another nuclear test.
To punctuate his rhetoric, thousands of
goose-stepping troops, tanks, armored vehicles, rocket launchers and a variety of missiles
mounted on trucks then rolled through the
square, with planes flying overhead in an
array, forming the symbol of the party and the
number 70.
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The North’s military parade was closely
watched by outside experts to get a glimpse of
the North’s latest missile programs and other
new military equipment. The North displayed
KN-08 missiles on mobile launchers, which
are intercontinental ballistic missiles with a
range of 12,000 kilometers that can theoretically hit the West Coast of the United States.
While broadcasting the parade, the North’s
Korean Central Television reported that the
strategic rockets were equipped with “diversified, miniaturized” nuclear warheads that have
“super-precision” strike capabilities.
At the parade, the North also revealed its
300mm-caliber multiple rocket launcher,
called the KN-09, for the first time. The new
system is regarded as a formidable one for
wartime use, given that there are virtually no
means for the South Korea-U.S. alliance to
counter it.
Despite the speculation that the North would
use the parade to show off its submarinelaunched ballistic missile (SLBM), it did not
unveil the SLBM, which analysts say would
pose a formidable nuclear threat to the South
and the U.S., should it be fully developed.
Last May, Pyongyang claimed that it successfully conducted an ejection test of the
SLBM from its new 2,000 ton Sinpo-class
submarine.
North Korea did not launch what it calls “a
series of satellites” before the anniversary, but
analysts said there is still a chance that the
North could go ahead with the launch within
this year. The North has claimed that it has the
right to launch satellites for peaceful space
development, but experts view the North’s
move as a cover for ballistic missile tests.
Now the military parade for the party
anniversary has passed, but it was also a test-
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ing ground for guessing how the future relationship between North Korea and China will
unfold and how the North’s external and internal policies will develop.

Solidarity between Pyongyang
and Beijing
Liu, arriving in Pyongyang on Oct. 9, met
with Kim that same evening, delivering a letter from President Xi. In the letter, Xi said that
China seeks “long-term, healthy and stable
development” of its bilateral ties with North
Korea. During the meeting at the Paekhwawon
State Guesthouse in Pyongyang, they also
agreed to expand high-level talks between the
two sides and to promote various kinds of
cooperation and exchange.

“Xi showed his deep friendship by
sending Liu. Let us uphold the tradition of amity between our two
countries.”

“The tradition of amity between China and
North Korea is a precious treasure that has
been passed down by previous leaders. Let us
treasure this even more and strengthen communication and cooperation to achieve healthy
development of this in the long term,” said
Chinese President Xi in the letter.
“Xi showed his deep friendship by sending
Liu. Let us uphold the tradition of amity
between our two countries,” Kim responded.
According to China’s Xinhua News
Agency, Liu told Kim that China is willing to
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North Korean leader Kim Jong-un (3rd from R) and Liu Yunshan (2nd from R), the Chinese Communist Party’s fifth-ranked leader,
attend a large-scale military parade at Pyongyang’s Kim Il-sung Square on Oct. 10, 2015. (KCNA-Yonhap)

work with North Korea “to strive for an early
resumption of the six-party talks on the
nuclear issue.” Kim is reported to have told
Liu that North Korea “needs a peaceful and
stable external environment as it is striving to
develop the economy and improve people’s
livelihood.”
North Korea is “willing to make efforts to
improve relations between the North and the
South and safeguard the stability of the peninsula,” Xinhua reported him as saying.
In the report, Kim did not raise the country’s nuclear weapons program during the
meeting. North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency, reporting on the same
meeting, however, did not include Liu’s
remarks on the denuclearization talks.
Kim also avoided using the word “nuclear”
anywhere in his remarks, despite the occasion
being a military parade. Notably, he substituted the term “developing the economy and
national defense together” for a previous message calling for “developing nuclear capabili-

ties and the economy together” -- a change
that could be motivated by hopes of improving
ties with Beijing.
North Korea has shown no signs of giving
up its nuclear program, and diplomatic efforts
to resume the six-party talks have failed to produce tangible results for years. But the atmosphere for the resumption of the talks, which
have been stalled since its last session in late
2008, seemed to have turned positive lately.

Prospect for Six-party Talks
As such, China has been repeatedly asked to
exercise leverage vis-a-vis North Korea to
bring it back to the six-party talks. Preferring
to avoid a sudden regime collapse right across
its border, some experts believe that China has
not been as forceful as it could have been in
dealing with North Korea.
It is not entirely clear exactly what was said
during the latest meeting between Kim and
Liu. Yet, the Xinhua report has Kim more or
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North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
(C) chats with Liu Yunshan (far L),
the Chinese Communist Party’s
fifth-ranked leader, during a military parade at Pyongyang’s Kim
Il-sung Square on Oct. 10, 2015.
(KCNA-Yonhap)

less acquiescing to China’s carrot-and-stick
approach, saying that Pyongyang is willing to
make efforts to improve inter-Korean relations.
Chang Yong-seok, a researcher at the Seoul
National University Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies, said North Korea and
China are unlikely to find common ground in
resolving the North’s nuclear issue anytime
soon.
However, Chang said, “North Korea is
expected to make efforts to prevent its relations with China from further deteriorating by
dealing with the issue of denuclearization
within the agenda of peace on the Korean
Peninsula.”
Also on Oct. 10, Liu met with North Korea’s
ceremonial head of state, Kim Yong-nam, the
Xinhua reported in a dispatch from Pyongyang.
Liu repeated China’s willingness to “maintain
high-level exchanges and political communication, and promote economic and trade cooperation” with North Korea, the report said.
At the same time, the Kim Jong-un regime
gave the impression that it does not want to
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provoke the South. Kim eschewed his signature denunciation of the Seoul government in
his 25-minute speech. He avoided using such
words as “nuclear” by changing his earlier slogan of the simultaneous pursuit of economic
and nuclear development to “economic and
defense development at the same time.”
Moreover, North Korea appeared to use its
recent massive military parade to strengthen
internal solidarity for its leader and dispel its
negative image, the Unification Ministry in
Seoul said on Oct. 12.

Kim’s Speech for Internal
Solidarity
Kim devoted much of his 25-minute speech
during the anniversary ceremony to “people,”
“troops” and “youths.” The North’s leader did
not mention nuclear weapons during his public
speech, but a torchlight parade held on late
Oct. 10 expressed key words -- nukes and the
economy -- of Kim’s dual policy of developing nuclear weapons and boosting the coun-
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try’s ailing economy.
The speech was read overall as a sign of
Kim’s commitment to ushering an era of his
own with “people first” as a governing philosophy.
The Unification Ministry noted that Kim
had “emphasized the Workers’ Party, people
first philosophy and dedicated the majority of
his remarks to emphasizing his love for the
people.”

The absence of any particular mention of inter-Korean relations in
Kim’s speech was taken as a sign
that he hopes to carry forward the
momentum from an agreement
reached with Seoul on Aug. 25.

Kim’s speech began with an expression of
“deepest thanks to the people” and ended with
an appeal for “all of us to serve selflessly for
the great people of this country.”
“His implication was that if (grandfather)
Kim Il-sung’s era was ‘party first’ and (father)
Kim Jong-il’s era was ‘military first,’ then he
plans to adopt ‘people first’ as a governing
philosophy for the Kim Jong-un era,” said
University of North Korean Studies professor
Yang Moo-jin. “He is signaling that he is
going to make improving the people’s lives the
country’s supreme goal.”
However, the absence of any particular
mention of inter-Korean relations in Kim’s
speech was taken as a sign that he hopes to
carry forward the momentum from an agreement reached with Seoul on Aug. 25.
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By omitting any specific mention of the
South, Kim was picking up where he left off
with remarks about the agreement during an
extended meeting of the Workers’ Party
Central Military Commission on Aug. 28, analysts said. “We need to turn a disaster into a
blessing by valuing this agreement and cultivating it to bear rich fruit,” Kim said at the
time.
Jeong Joon-hee, unification ministry
spokesman, refrained from commenting on the
North’s intention, but he said that the North
seemed to strengthen its internal solidarity and
improve its public image through the parade.
“We hope that North Korea will make
efforts to improve inter-Korean ties and move
toward unification by honoring the Aug. 25
deal,” Jeong said at a regular press briefing.
South and North Korea reached a landmark
deal in late August to defuse military tension
and seek to improve their long-strained relations.
The ministry also said that it has not been
confirmed whether Kim has been invited to
China. “There is nothing I can say about
whether Kim has been invited to China,” Jeong
said, adding that there is more need to closely
watch how their relations develop to gauge the
possibility of Kim’s future trip to China.

North Korea’s Choice
Meanwhile, the attempt to repair relations
between North Korea and China are thought to
be motivated by mutual need. With the U.S.
stepping up its strategy of rebalancing Asia, a
significant number of figures in China are arguing that China’s relationship with North Korea
must not be allowed to deteriorate. North Korea
is also in urgent need of cooperation from
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North Korean residents march
during a large-scale military
parade at Pyongyang’s Kim Ilsung Square on Oct. 10, 2015.
(KCNA-Yonhap)

China, including economic assistance.
“Now that the U.S. has reached an agreement on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, with
which the U.S. means to check China economically, China appears to have played the card of
improved relations with North Korea. It looks
like there will be more contact between highranking officials and economic cooperation,
including Chinese aid to North Korea, in the
future,” said one diplomatic source in Beijing.
But analysts said that the North may go
ahead with a rocket launch within this year as
Pyongyang has claimed it has the right to fire
off “a series of satellites” for peaceful space
development, which experts view as a cover
for ballistic missile tests.
Still, North Korea and China showed a difference of opinion on the question of North
Korean nuclear weapons. Liu called for a swift
resumption of the six-party talks, mentioning
China’s three policy principles for the Korean
Peninsula, namely, peace and stability on the
peninsula, denuclearization, and resolving
problems through dialogue and negotiations.
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“If China and North Korea restore a strong
alliance by exchanging visits between highranking officials and expanding economic
cooperation, it is very natural that they would
also discuss a summit between their leaders.
Kim’s visit to China could be discussed as
early as the first half of next year,” said professor Yang Moo-jin. Yang suggests that there
could be a summit without denuclearization.
Experts say that China and North Korea
would have to get closer due to outside factors. Beijing has claimed that the United States
has been working hard to keep China in check
while working behind the scenes to support
Japan’s transformation into a country with
warring capabilities.
The message seen from the recent development surrounding the Korean Peninsula is that
if Washington wants to strengthen trilateral
cooperation with the “southern powers” of
South Korea and Japan, Beijing’s only choice
is to build up its own cooperation with the
“northern powers” of North Korea and Russia.
(Yonhap)
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Outlook for U.S.-N.K. Ties
North Korea and the United States need to enter an initial stage of their talks, helped by
Seoul and Beijing.
■ By Kim Keun-sik
Professor of Kyungnam University in South Gyeongsang Province, S. Korea.

T

he United States, China and the
Republic of Korea, dubbed South
Korea, have wrapped up recently their
bilateral diplomacy involving their top leaders
and regarding the situation facing the Korean
Peninsula, among other things. Seoul started a
series of diplomatic drives when President
Park Geun-hye attended functions to mark
“Victory of the Chinese People’s Resistance
against Japanese Aggression and World AntiFascist War” and held a meeting with Chinese
leader Xi Jingping in early September this
year.
This was followed by talks between Xi and
U.S. President Barack Obama later that month
and that between Obama and Park in midOctober.
A common item on the agenda in the summits concerned the North Korean nuclear
weapons development program and the nukes
produced already by the North as expected by

many North Korea watchers in Seoul and elsewhere.
After exchanging in-depth views, the leaders from Seoul, Washington and Beijing have
reached an agreement on the principle of a
denuclearized Korean Peninsula and on the
need for the resumption of six-way talks
involving the two Koreas, the U.S., Japan,
Russia and China and aimed at denuclearizing
North Korea.
In other words, they shared the view that
they cannot accept the North’s possession of
nuclear weapons and that their common
efforts and their common pressure on the
North are required for attaining a denuclearized Korean Peninsula. Their move is to
counter the North’s declaration of itself as a
nuclear state in its constitution and its policy
to push ahead simultaneously with economic
construction and nuclear weapons development.
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South Korean President Park
Geun-hye (L) and U.S. President
Barack Obama hold a joint press
conference at the White House in
Washington on Oct. 16, 2015.
(Yonhap)

Top-ranking Chinese Official in
Pyongyang
At stake now are the North’s position and
U.S. measures to cope with the North’s policy
behavior. China notified the North of its posture against the North’s nuclear ambitions during functions held to mark the 70th founding
anniversary of the Workers’ Party of Korea
(WPK), falling on Oct. 10.

At stake now are the North’s position and U.S. measures to cope with
the North’s policy behavior.

On this occasion Liu Yunshan, who is
ranked fifth in the Chinese power hierarchy,
Politburo Standing Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC), made a
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five-day visit to Pyongyang, leading a Chinese
delegation. While in the North, Liu met with
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un only to
assert the need for the resumption of six-way
talks, while reaffirming the Chinese stand
favoring the three-point principle: maintaining
stability and peace on the Korean Peninsula,
denuclearizing the peninsula, and resolving
the North’s nuclear issue through talks and
negotiations.
In response to the Chinese message, Kim
said his country also needs a peaceful environment to promote its economic development
and improve its people’s living conditions
while expressing indirectly his country’s wish
for talks with the U.S. and keeping mum on
the nuclear question.
The Chinese top-ranking official’s visit to
the North indicates that China is willing to
normalize its relations with the neighboring
country which have been troublesome in
recent years, undoubtedly affecting North
Korean policy behavior and the relations
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between the U.S. and the North. On Feb. 12,
2013, less than three months after the inauguration of Xi Jinping in China, the North conducted its third nuclear test despite Chinese
opposition. Then, in December that year it
purged Jang Song-thaek, one of the North
Korean elite officials known for his proBeijing stance, only to adversely affect the
Pyongyang-Beijing ties.
Moreover, President Park Geun-hye’s participation in the Chinese World War II Victory
Day celebrations, the Chinese treatment of her
as the most valuable guest of the state, plus the
Seoul-Beijing accord against the North’s
nuclear ambitions, have given rise even to
wishful thinking that Seoul is closer to Beijing
than Pyongyang. But an intimate personal
relationship between the South Korean and
Chinese leaders is not necessarily meant for a
progress in strategic relations between their
countries. In other words, a war of nerves
between the Chinese and North Korean leaders does not necessarily mean a setback for the
relations between China and the North.

China’s Inevitable Option
China has dispatched a top-ranking CPC
official to North Korea for the North’s important functions, only to reaffirm its position that
it can hardly discard the North despite its
uncomfortable relations with it. It would be
unrealistic and hasty to say that because of its
troublesome relationship with North Korea in
recent years, China will unilaterally put pressure on the North to abandon its nuclear ambitions, disregard the strategic value of the
North and discard the North as its strategic
card.
Liu’s visit to the North reminds us of
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Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s tour of the
neighboring country in October 2009, a few
months after the North’s second nuclear test,
bewildering the Chinese leadership and touching off an argument in China on how to deal
with the decades-old ally. The debate, however, resulted in the conclusion that China can
hardly give up the North and that there is no
option for China but to embrace it.
Despite prevalent anti-North sentiment in
Chinese society, the conclusion came from the
Chinese leadership, after examination by the
Foreign Affairs Work Leading Small Group at
the CPC Central Committee. And under that
conclusion China dispatched its mission led by
the premier to Pyongyang. Thereafter, China
continued to expand economic cooperation
with the North and even took sides with the
North when South Korea asked the U.N.
Security Council to take measures against it
for the sinking of a South Korean warship in
March 2010.
The top-ranking Chinese official’s visit to
the North this time can be viewed as ascribable to the Chinese policy similar to that in
2009 formulated under the judgment that it has
no option but to normalize its relationship
with the North despite the North’s troublesome policy behavior. These developments
may prove that the North’s strategy toward
China has worked as intended. In other words,
the North was successful in turning its hostile
policy toward South Korea, which is burdensome to China, ironically to its policy asset.
China had to appease North Korea at a time
when the North was making provocations
against the South or the international community, touching off tensions on the Korean
Peninsula.
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Fireworks explode in the night sky
in Pyongyang on Oct. 11, 2015, to
mark the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK. (KCNA-Yonhap)

China’s Role as Broker for
Washington-Pyongyang Talks
Accordingly, although China cannot accept
the North as a nuclear state, it will likely broker talks between the U.S. and the North for
establishing a peaceful regime on the Korean
Peninsula.
Meeting Liu while he was in Pyongyang,
Kim Jong-un did not make any direct response
to the Chinese request for North’s abandonment of nuclear ambitions. But the North has
shown there is no change in its position to
push ahead simultaneously with programs to
develop the economy and nuclear weapons in
a torchlight march participated in by millions
of young people.
A spokesman of the North Korean Foreign
Ministry, however, released a statement on Oct.
7 this year calling for Pyongyang-Washington
talks to deal with the question of a peace treaty
between the two countries. But it was no more
than a repeat of a “special” statement issued on
June 16, 2013 by the National Defense
Commission, the North’s top ruling body. The
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previous statement called for high-level military talks between the North and the U.S. aimed
at easing tensions on the peninsula and replacing the truce agreement with a peace treaty
between the North and the U.S. The North’s bid
came after months of threatening to wage a
nuclear war against the U.S. and South Korea.
Earlier on Jan. 9 this year, the North
expressed its position through diplomatic
channels that it will suspend its nuclear tests if
the U.S. calls a halt to its annual military exercise conducted jointly with South Korea. But
the U.S. has rejected the North Korean bids,
saying that it is open to talks but only if North
Korea shows it will comply with U.N.
Security Council resolutions and live up to its
commitments and international obligations.
It is unlikely there will be a change in the
North’s position. Pyongyang wants to hold
talks with the U.S. only within the framework
of its objectives for easing military tensions on
the Korean Peninsula and replacing the truce
agreement with a peace treaty. It wants to discuss the question of its denuclearization with
the U.S. under this context.
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In a statement on Jan. 11, 2010 the North
Korean Foreign Ministry made it clear that the
question of the North’s denuclearization is
inseparable from that of a peace treaty
between the North and the U.S. Under this
context, the North has continued to ask the
Obama administration for talks on a peace
treaty. If the Beijing-Pyongyang relationship is
normalized fully thanks to Liu’s visit to the
North, China will likely support Pyongyang’s
position for talks with the U.S., even if it continues not to accept the North’s status as a
nuclear state.
Under this situation, there can be two courses to be chosen by the U.S. and the North in
relations. Undoubtedly, the U.S., China and
South Korea will tolerate neither North’s
nuclear weapons development program nor its
possession of nukes, and the U.S will maintain
its position regarding the aforementioned preconditions for the resumption of six-way talks.
But no North Korea watchers in Seoul or
elsewhere can deny the possibility, albeit slim,
that the U.S. will sit at the negotiation table
with the North, even with no preconditions, if
the situation facing the Korean Peninsula is
stabilized through the normalization of the
relationship between China and the North, and
that between the two Koreas.
The relationship between the U.S. and the
North in years to come will most likely be up
to the North’s policy behavior regarding its
nuclear question and the U.S. policy concerning its talks with the North. In other words,
six-way talks aimed at dismantling North
Korea’s nuclear capabilities will resume if the
North will make sure of its commitment to
denuclearization or the U.S. will meet North’s
demand for talks with no preconditions.

ANALYSIS

North’s Gesture of Forbearance
While celebrating the 70th founding
anniversary of the WPK, North Korea has
refrained from making such provocative activities as test-firing a long-range missile and
conducting another nuclear test. During a military parade it did not demonstrate new
weapons threatening to form military tensions
on the Korean Peninsula.
In his speech during the military parade,
Kim Jong-un focused on asserting WPK’s
efforts for improving its citizens’ living conditions. He did not mention the might of its missiles and nuclear weapons, although he repeated North’s basic position “to respond to any
kind of war the American imperialists want.”

The U.S. is still maintaining its
strategic patience toward the North
while putting pressure on the country and imposing sanctions against
it. But there in the U.S. are also the
views on the need for “exploratory”
talks with the North.

Kim reiterated North’s bid for talks with the
U.S. to deal with the question of a peace treaty
between the countries. There also is no change
in the U.S. position for “strategic patience”
under which the U.S. is waiting for the North’s
actions and measures for dismantling its
nuclear capabilities, rather than its rhetoric.
But the U.S. has occasionally mentioned the
possibilities of its talks with the North,
although on a fundamental basis. The remarks
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of Daniel Russel, assistant secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs; and Sung
Kim, special representative for North Korea
Policy and deputy assistant secretary for
Korea and Japan, have reaffirmed that doors
are open to the North for talks with the U.S. if
proper conditions are provided.
The U.S. is still maintaining its strategic
patience toward the North while putting pressure on the country and imposing sanctions
against it. But there in the U.S. are also the
views on the need for “exploratory” talks with
the North.
Under the situation where the North refrains
from making provocations and there in the
U.S. views on the need for talks with the
North, both the U.S. and the North are required
to promote chances for their negotiations. It
will be important for them to step into an initial
phase of talks, reaching such agreements as the
one made on Feb. 29, 2012, if not an agreement on the resumption of six-way talks. The
2012 agreement calls for, among other things,
the suspension of the North’s nuclear weapons
tests and uranium enrichment and the North’s
allowance of international inspectors to monitor activities at its main nuclear complex.

Significance of Aug. 25, 2015
Agreement
Against the backdrop of the North’s missile
test-firing suspension and in the course of normalizing Beijing-Pyongyang relationship, the
two Koreas need to promote a closer cooperation
on the basis of their Aug. 25, 2015 agreement.
Under the agreement, the two Korea succeeded in arranging programs for meetings of
members of families living in separation
because of the war. This success should be

14
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fixed as an initial achievement in the process
for building mutual trust between the two
Koreas. Seoul and Pyongyang are required to
activate private-level cooperation in various
fields while pushing ahead with various government-level talks, in a move to made a
progress in the trust-building process.
It is desirable for them to utilize the precious driving force for improving inter-Korean
relationship, provided by the Aug. 25, 2015
agreement, in a way to start with insignificant,
but practical programs, getting out of their
habitual war of nerves.
It might be also desirable for the two
Koreas to include an agenda in talks with key
items favored mostly by them. Among them
are President Park Geun-hye’s Dresden
Declaration made on March 29, 2014, which is
regarded her government’s approach to peaceful unification of the two Koreas, plus the
items on political and military affairs requested by the North.
Should Seoul and Washington utilize the
driving force provided by the Aug. 25 interKorean agreement, they need to exert more
active efforts for talks with the North, rather
than pressure it. Although they are faithful to
their principles, in case tensions and confrontation between the two Koreas will turn
into cooperation-oriented relations between
them and there will come the full normalization of Pyongyang-Beijing relationship. Under
these favorable environments, if any, the
North and the U.S. need to enter an initial
stage of their talks, helped by Seoul and
Beijing. (Yonhap)
This article was written in Korean. It was
translated in English by Chong Bong-uk, a
former Vantage Point editor--Ed.
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Lavish Festive Events for Party Anniversary
The festive mood for the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) anniversary seemed to
be designed by North Korea to boost the people’s loyalty to their supreme
leader and safeguard the country’s system.
■ By Kim Tae-shik

N

orth Korea held various performing
events and exhibitions around the
70th founding anniversary of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) which fell
on Oct. 10 to heighten the festive mood at the
maximum level besides formal celebrations.
North Korea’s leading performing groups
held joint and separate concerts and exhibitions of photos and art works were held on the
occasion of the anniversary. The North’s state
media reported congratulatory messages
which foreign leaders sent to North Korea’s
“Supreme Leader” Kim Jong-un almost daily
and reported news of commemorative events
held in foreign countries.
The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)
reported on Oct. 6 projects to congratulate the
anniversary were being held on a global basis.

Performances
North Korea’s popular bands, including the
Moranbong Band, as well as state orchestra
and choirs gave concerts before and after the
anniversary.
A joint performance of the State Merited
Chorus and the Moranbong Band, North
Korea’s most popular female band, was given

for a week at Ryugyong Jong Ju Yong
Gymnasium from Oct. 10, the KCNA said.
North Korea’s top officials, like Kim Yongnam, president of the Presidium of the
Supreme People’s Assembly, Premier Pak
Pong-ju, WPK secretaries Kim Ki-nam and
Choe Ryong-hae, and Choe Thae-bok, chairman of the Supreme People’s Assembly,
attended the performance on Oct. 11.
Also present there on invitation were Liu
Yunshan, member of the Standing Committee
of the Political Bureau and member of the
Secretariat of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC), and other
foreign delegates to the celebrations.
Congratulatory groups and delegations of
overseas Koreans, and the chief of the
Pyongyang mission of the Anti-Imperialist
National Democratic Front as well as
Pyongyang citizens also watched the performance.
The performance started with a mixed choir
and the male choir singing “Mother ’s
Birthday” and “Shine, the Name of the Sun.”
“The performers made truthful music representation of the WPK which has grown strong
to be the most dignified Juche-oriented revolutionary party under the leadership of President
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North Korean artists give a performance on a floating stage on the Taedong River in Pyongyang on Oct. 11, 2015.
(KCNA-Yonhap)

Kim Il-sung and leader Kim Jong-il and the
glorious WPK cherished as the genuine mother party in the hearts of the people,” the
KCNA said.
At a gigantic stage set up in the middle of
Taedong River, a joint performance of 10,000
performers congratulated the anniversary on
Oct. 11. Performers included Mansudae Art
Troupe, Pochonbo Electric Band, Wangjaesan
Band and military and civilian artists and students.
The newly organized Chongbong Band also
gave performances from Oct. 11 to 16 at the
People’s Theater in Mansudae area of
Pyongyang.
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un along
with his wife Ri Sol-ju enjoyed a performance
by Chongbong Band, the Korean Central TV
belatedly reported on Oct. 19 without naming
when Kim watched the performance. The band
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was organized at the instruction of Kim in July.
North Korea also invited a Russian military
band to celebrate the party anniversary.
The KCNA said the Academy Ensemble of
the Interior Unit of the Russian Ministry of
Interior gave a performance at the Ponghwa
Art Theatre on Oct. 11.
Among the audience were service personnel
of the Korean People’s Army and staff members of the Russian embassy in Pyongyang.
The KCNA said the audience was mesmerized by immortal revolutionary hymns “Song
of General Kim Il Sung” and “Song of
General Kim Jong Il” and Korean song
“Ardent Desire.”
Its repertoires included male solo and chorus
“Waves of River Amur” and dance “Kazak
dance,” which reflected ardent patriotism, optimistic life and national customs of the Russian
people. It also staged world famous songs.
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North Korea’s national female
choir, Chongbong, gives a performance in Pyongyang on Oct. 11,
2015. (KCNA-Yonhap)

Exhibitions
In addition to performances, many exhibitions were held to commemorate the inauguration of the party 70 years ago.
A national photo exhibition titled “70 years
of Great Victory and Splendid succession”
opened at the People’s Palace of Culture in
Pyongyang on Oct. 5.
On display at the national photo exhibition
are photos of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il
dealing with their efforts for founding and
strengthening the party and leadership exploits
of Kim Jong-un. Also displayed are photos
showing the stirring reality of North Korea
making a steady leap forward under the leadership of the party.
An opening ceremony took place at the
People’s Palace of Culture on Oct. 5.
Present there were Kim Ki-nam, Yang
Hyong-sop, officials concerned and working
people in Pyongyang.
A national fine art exhibition opened to cel-

ebrate the 70th founding anniversary of the
WPK at the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium on
Oct. 5.
Displayed in the exhibition hall was a fine
art piece depicting Kim Il-sung being applauded by the participants at a conference hall
where the founding of the WPK was proclaimed all over the world.
The hall houses fine art pieces dealing with
the undying feats of the peerlessly great men
who built the WPK into an ever-victorious
steel-strong party, tested and experienced
party and the mother party absolutely supported and trusted by the people as well as those
portraying their great personality, the KCNA
Saide.
On display there were such works as acrylic
painting “During the days of founding ‘Downwith-Imperialism Union’” and oil painting
“October 10 Dawns”.
Some pieces depict the feats performed by
Kim Jong-il in developing the WPK into the
party of the leader, a guiding force victorious-
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ly advancing the Songun revolution.
Among the paintings on display are hundreds of fine art pieces of diverse genres and
forms dealing with achievements made in the
field of fine arts in the drive to greet the 70th
founding anniversary of the WPK as a grand
festival, including those depicting the efforts
of service personnel and people of the country,
the agency said.
A national industrial art exhibition opened
to celebrate the 70th founding anniversary of
the WPK at the State Industrial Art Exhibition
Hall on Oct. 6.
More than 3,000 industrial art designs such
as the designs of the flag and emblem of the
WPK and standard designs and products were
displayed. Vice-Premier Im Chol-ung made an
opening address.
A national book exhibition was also opened
with due ceremony at the Grand People’s
Study House on Oct. 12.
Displayed at the venue of the exhibition was
an art work depicting Kim Il-sung and Kim
Jong-il standing atop Mount Paektu and wishing Juche Korea a rosy future, their faces
beaming with a broad smile.
The venue is divided into rooms for publishing houses and distribution network.
Displayed at the venue were more than 20,000
publications of at least 10,000 kinds published
in North Korea and different countries of the
world.

Constructions & Other Activities
Since early this year North Korea has continuously built structures for propaganda purposes across the country in order to be used
for the personal cult of the three Kims -- Kim
Il-sung, Kim Jong-il and Kim Jong-un. Statues
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of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il have been
erected in Rason, Phyongsong, Sariwon and
Nampho cities.
North Korea also propagandized its
achievements in construction projects. It held
a dedication ceremony for the construction of
a power station. Kim Jong-un made a speech
at the inauguration ceremony of the Paektusan
Hero Youth Power Station on Oct. 3.
Dedication ceremonies for the Renovation
of the “Bridge of Loyalty” and a bridge
branching into Ssuk Islet of Pyongyang were
held two days later.
North Korea also started business operation
of a luxury cruiser on Taedong River on Oct.
5. The Mujigae what North Korea calls a
“combined service boat” can cruise in the picturesque Taedong River with 1,230 guests
aboard at a time, being served with Korean
and world famous dishes, the KCNA said.
The boat has such service facilities as
national food restaurant, soft drink room, dining room, banquet hall, buffet restaurant, deck
restaurant, revolving restaurant and shop.
An inaugural ceremony was attended by
Premier Pak Pong-ju, Choe Thae-bok and
commanding officers and service personnel
who built the boat, officials concerned and
those in the field of shipbuilding and working
people in the city.
Pak said in an opening address that the boat,
which opened on the threshold of the anniversary is a gift of love Marshal Kim Jong-un
presented to the North Korean people.
He called upon the officials and employees
of the boat to translate into reality the intention of the party, which is prioritizing the
interests and conveniences of the people and
holding them absolute through good service in
the spirit of devoted service to the people.
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This image captured from the
footage of North Korea’s Korean
Central Television shows the
Mujigae, a luxury cruise. (Yonhap)

The boat was built at the instruction of Kim
Jong-un and Kim named the ship. He visited
the ship on Sept. 28 and ordered the officials
to start operation of the ship before the WPK
anniversary.
Kim Jong-un instructed to conduct a grand
amnesty for convicted people and pay entire
servicemen and residents special bonuses.
North Korea also completed the construction of Changgwang Shop, similar to a South
Korean department store, in Pyongyang and
the Science and Technology Building in Ssuk
islet.
North Korea also completed the building of
1,800 homes in Rason, which had incurred
enormous damage from floods due to heavy
torrents last summer. Kim Jong-un sent gifts to
families to congratulate their moving into new
homes.
North Korea also published a novel featuring the “exploits” of Kim Il-sung, titled
“Dignity,” on Oct. 5. The full-length novel
written by Pak Thae-su was published by the

April 15 Literary Production Centre, the
KCNA said. It is part of the cycle of novels
“Immortal History.” The novel impressively
tells about the exploits President Kim Il-sung
performed by decisively shattering the moves
of the U.S. to stifle North Korea and protect
the sovereignty and dignity of North Korea.
The North’s media were mobilized to report
messages from foreign leaders to congratulate
the anniversary to Kim Jong-un. Among the
foreign leaders who sent messages are heads
of state from China, Syria, Cuba, Senegal and
Iran.
That North Korea hyped up the festive
mood for the WPK anniversary seemed to be
designed to boost the people’s loyalty to their
supreme leader and safeguard the country’s
system by reminding the people of the days
when the WPK was organized decades ago,
North Korea watchers said. (Yonhap)
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Fate of Detainees in North Korea
Seoul welcomed the North’s release of Joo Won-moon and called for the release
of three additional South Koreans detained in the secretive country, all of
whom are accused of illegal entry to undermine the Pyongyang regime.
■ By Lee Kwang-ho

I

n a conciliatory gesture, North Korea
recently released a South Korean student
who had been detained for five months,
but there are still three more South Koreans
being held in custody by the North. Also, the
socialist country is currently detaining a
Korean-Canadian pastor who illegally entered
the North for subversive plots against the
Pyongyang regime.
Joo Won-moon, a 21-year-old student at
New York University and a U.S. green card
holder, was handed over to South Korean
authorities on Oct. 5. His release followed a
surprise announcement earlier in the day by
the North’s state-run Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) saying he would be freed.
The announcement did not elaborate on what
led to the decision.
In an interview with U.S. news cable network CNN, Joo admitted that he intentionally
entered the reclusive country on the belief that
his arrest could have a good effect on interKorean relations
Among the three other South Koreans in
captivity is missionary Kim Jung-wook, 52,
who has been held there since October 2013.
The North has described him as a spy for
South Korea’s National Intelligence Service
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This photo, released on Oct. 5, 2015, by South Korea’s
Unification Ministry, shows Joo Won-moon (C), a 21-yearold South Korean student at New York University, returning
home through the truce village of Panmunjom the same day.
(Yonhap)

(NIS), who sneaked into the country with the
purpose of inciting dissent.
The other detained South Koreans -- Kim
Kuk-gi and Choe Chun-gil -- were recently
allowed to have separate interviews with
CNN, in which they said they worked for
Seoul’s spy agency.
The student, Joo, crossed the Amnok (Yalu)
River from China into North Korea, and was
arrested on April 22 for illegally crossing into
the North.
“I wanted to be arrested,” Joo told CNN in
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the interview in May. “I thought that by my
entrance to the DPRK (North Korea), illegally
I acknowledge, I thought that some great event
could happen and hopefully that event could
have a good effect on the relations between
the North and the South.”
Joo said, however, he is not sure what great
event could have happened due to his actions.
“I hope that I will be able to tell the world
how an ordinary college student entered the
DPRK illegally, but however, with the generous treatment of the DPRK that I will be able
to return home safely,” he said.

Release of Joo Won-moon
Joo said he entered the North from the
Chinese border city of Dandong, crossing two
barbed wire fences and walking through farmland until he reached a large river. He said he
followed the river until soldiers arrested him.
“I’m willing to accept any punishment,” he
said. Joo said he had thought about visiting the
North since February. “Once the thought of
entering the DPRK seeped into my mind, I
couldn’t really escape it. I guess I constantly
thought about it,” he said.
He reappeared before cameras in a Sept. 25
press conference in Pyongyang, at which he
read what was seen as a carefully drafted
statement praising North Korea and denying
the international accusations that the
Pyongyang regime was responsible for gross
human rights violations. He also called for a
shift in the United States’ North Korea policy
to engage the country more.
Upon his release through the truce village of
Panmunjom, Joo underwent questioning by
the NIS over the exact motive for his illegal
entry into the North, which could be in viola-
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tion of the country’s national security law. The
law prohibits South Koreans from travelling to
the North or contacting North Koreans without
prior government consent.
His return, demanded by Seoul since his
arrest in April, raised speculations that
Pyongyang was willing to improve relations
with the South ahead of the regime’s big
national ceremony.
South Korea had previously warned the
North of consequences if it fired a long-range
rocket or conducted a fourth nuclear test to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the
foundation of the Workers’ Party of North
Korea on Oct. 10, hinting it would pursue
additional U.N. sanctions on the country.
Seoul welcomed the North’s release of Joo
and called for the release of the three additional South Koreans detained in the secretive
country, all of whom are accused by
Pyongyang of illegal entry to undermine the
regime.

Fate of Three Detained S. Koreans
Pyongyang was silent on the fates of the
detained South Koreans. The trio were convicted of espionage and were given a life sentence with hard labor by a North Korean court
earlier this year.
On June 23, the North’s Supreme Court
held a trial for Kim Kuk-gi and Choe Chun-gil
in front of citizens from various fields and
convicted them of spying for the South and the
United States, said the KCNA.
Prosecutors demanded the death penalty but
“the defense counsel” asked the court to commute it to other punishment as the accused have
confessed their crimes and repented, it said.
Kim and Choe took part in “state-sponsored
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Kim Kuk-gi gives a news conference in Pyongyang on
March 26, 2015. (KCNA-Yonhap)

Choe Chun-gil gives a news conference in Pyongyang on
March 26, 2015. (KCNA-Yonhap)

political terrorism and anti-DPRK hostility of
the U.S. and the South Korean puppet
regime,” including the gathering of information on the North’s “supreme leadership” and
other state and military secrets, according to
the KCNA.
The court finally sentenced the two to a
“penalty of indefinite compulsory labor,” it
added.
In March, North Korea announced in a
KCNA report that it had arrested Kim, a missionary, for espionage. North Korea accused
Kim of being hired by South Korea’s NIS
while he was running an underground church
in China, to provide information about the
routes used by North Korean leader Kim Jongun to move through China.
The KCNA reported that Choe had also
been hired by the NIS to purchase North
Korean military uniforms for South Korean
commandos to wear when infiltrating North
Korea.
In an interview with CNN in May, both
Kim, 61, and Choe, 56, admitted to the

charges against them and said they would
accept any punishment the North Korean government decided.
Kim was quoted as telling CNN that he was
a missionary struggling financially in northern
China when the South’s spy agency recruited
him. They offered to pay for information
about the North, such as itineraries of visits by
leaders to foreign countries and copies of new
North Korean currency to be used in forgery.
Kim was also quoted as saying he was paid
about US$500,000 over roughly nine years.
Choe said he was working as a businessman
in northern China when he was approached by
the South’s spy agency to gather information
and materials from North Korea. He said he
worked as a spy for three years before he was
arrested. They said they were being treated
well by the North Koreans and accused the
South of disowning them.
Choe apologized to his family for getting
into trouble. Kim said he had no family, but
warned other South Koreans against doing as
he had done. Kim also praised North Korean
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leader Kim Jong-un in “glowing terms,”
according to CNN.
The announcement of the sentence was
timed with the opening of the Seoul office of
the U.N. High Commissioner for Human
Rights, which is designed to monitor the
human rights situation in the North.
North Korea has threatened to retaliate
against South Korea, saying it will “mercilessly punish” it with all means possible and that
the establishment of the office is a “blatant
challenge” to the North’s dignity and social
system and an “open declaration of war”
against Pyongyang.
The South Korean government voiced
“strong” regret over the North’s sentence.
“Despite repeated calls for their release, the
North took such improper actions without giving any explanation to the Seoul government
or their families,” the Unification Ministry
said in a statement. “The move runs counter to
international practices and the spirit of human
rights and humanity.”

Kim Ryon-hui’s Improbable Story
Meanwhile, North Korea has recently called
for the repatriation of a female North Korean
defector now residing in South Korea.
Pyongyang claimed that Kim Ryon-hui, who
left North Korea four years ago, was forcibly
taken to the South by the South Korean puppet
intelligence agents.
Kim Ryon-hui, a 45-year-old dressmaker
from North Korea, said recently that her
defection to the South four years ago was a
terrible mistake.
The New York Times reported through an
interview with Kim in August this year, that
Kim has been trying since she got to South
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Korea to return to the impoverished, repressive North to be with her husband, daughter
and ailing parents. But her efforts have only
brought her more trouble, including imprisonment on spying charges.
“Since the late 1990s, some 28,000 North
Koreans have fled to South Korea. Only one,
as far as anyone knows, has ever asked to go
back,” the newspaper reported about the
woman.
“Freedom and material and other lures of any
kind, they are not as important to me as my
family and home,” a tearful Kim said at a recent
news conference in Seoul. “I want to return to
my precious family, even if I die of hunger.”
Government officials, while professing
sympathy for her plight, say that as a convict
on parole she is not entitled to a passport.
Moreover, she became a South Korean citizen
when she arrived, and under South Korean law
it is illegal to help a citizen flee to the North.
Kim’s improbable story began in 2011,
when she traveled to China to visit relatives
and obtain treatment for a liver ailment. There,
she said, she met a broker who said he could
smuggle her into South Korea, where she
could make a lot of money in a few months
and return to China.
Although she was married to a doctor in
Pyongyang, and well off by North Korean
standards, she said she signed on with the
smuggler with the aim of working to help pay
her medical bills.
At some point before arriving in the South,
she realized this was a bad idea. But the smugglers had confiscated her passport and said
there was no turning back, according to the
New York Times story.
Passing through Thailand, she submitted a
handwritten statement agreeing to defect, a
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requirement for North Korean refugees to be
allowed to enter the South. Once she arrived in
South Korea, however, she began demanding
that she be allowed to return to the North.
Fearing that her prolonged absence from
home had already put her family in Pyongyang
in jeopardy, she resorted to desperate and
often bewildering steps that only got her deeper into trouble.
She met a smuggler to discuss stowing
away, she said. She repeatedly called a North
Korean consulate in China asking for help.
Denied a South Korean passport, she tried
forging one, the newspaper reported.
Then she did something that she now characterizes as a dumb mistake but that appears to
have been wildly ill advised. She began to spy
for the North, she said, collecting cellphone
numbers and other personal data of other
defectors in the South.
In July of last year, she was arrested and
charged with espionage and passport fraud.
She was convicted and sentenced to two years
in prison. In April, after she had served nine
months, an appeals court suspended her sentence, saying that her confession was a mitigating factor. She was released on parole and
kept under surveillance.
Kim has since reversed herself, denying that
the North ordered her to spy or that she turned
over her data. She now says that she was only
pretending to spy in order to be deported, and
that she falsely confessed to receive a shorter
sentence.
As Kim’s story draws international attention, North Korea began to demand her deportation. On June 23, North Korea’s website,
Uriminzokkiri, demanded that Kim Ryon-hui
be returned to the North, saying she was mistakenly forced to go to the South by a fraudu-
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lent intelligence agent.
“South Korean puppets have been turning
blind eyes on Kim Ryon-hui’s appeal and
demand, but they are prohibiting her return,
saying it is a crime against humanity,” the
website asserted. It further claimed that sound
and amicable North Korean families are being
destroyed by the South Korea’s forcible detention and defection of innocent North Koreans
by mobilizing huge amount of money and
human power.

Detention of Foreigners
In related stories, North Korea has a history
of detaining foreigners in recent years. In
November last year, North Korea released the
two last-remaining American detainees it had,
a decision seen as aimed at improving its
image amid international efforts to punish the
regime for human rights violations.
U.S. Director of National Intelligence James
Clapper made a visit to Pyongyang and
accompanied the two -- Kenneth Bae and
Matthew Todd Miller -- as they left North
Korea to rejoin their families.
Bae, a Korean-American missionary, had
been serving 15 years of hard labor after being
detained in late 2012 for unspecified anti-state
crimes. Miller was detained in April last year
and had since been sentenced to six years of
hard labor for committing “hostile” acts.
Their release came after the North freed a
third American detainee, Jeffrey Fowle, late in
October last year. Fowle was arrested on May
7 last year on his way out of North Korea after
a trip to the city of Chongjin in North
Hamgyong Province. He was charged with
distributing Bibles, which is regarded as a hostile act, but he had not been indicted.
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In previous cases, two female American
reporters who had been detained at the border
between North Korea and China in March 2009
were released after former President Bill Clinton
visited North Korea. Aijalon Mahli Gomes, an
American who was sentenced to eight years of
hard labor for illegal entry to North Korea in
2010 was freed in a similar way, after a visit
from former President Jimmy Carter.
On Dec. 14, an American man illegally
entered North Korea and blasted U.S. government policies at a press conference in the
socialist state.
CNN reported that the man, 29-year-old
Arturo Pierre Martinez, admitted to committing a crime by illegally entering North Korea
in his press statement. CNN said Martinez said
he was “extremely grateful for having been
pardoned from punishment given to violators
of these laws, and for the most generous
reception I have received.”
According to CNN, North Korea said
Martinez entered the country in November,
only days after U.S. Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper negotiated the
release of Kenneth Bae and Matthew Todd
Miller.
Martinez said he had tried in vain to swim
across the Han River into North Korea from
South Korea. In September, the South Korean
military said that it had arrested an American
who was trying to swim to the North, but did
not identify who he was.
Martinez’s mother told CNN that her son
was sent back to the United States from South
Korea and was placed in a psychiatric hospital. She said he had bipolar disorder.
There is another case of North Korea’s
detention. A Korean-Canadian pastor arrested
in North Korea has confessed to “subversive
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plots” against the North, Pyongyang’s official
news agency said on July 31.
The Rev. Lim Hyeon-soo, 60, of Light
Korean Presbyterian Church near Toronto was
detained after entering the North via China on
a humanitarian mission in late January.
Pyongyang’s KCNA accused him of acting
as “a servant of the U.S. imperialists and
South Korean puppet group.”
“He malignantly hurt the dignity of the
supreme leadership and social system of the
DPRK and resorted to subversive plots and
activities in a sinister bid to build a religious
state in the DPRK while frequenting it under
the guise of ‘humanitarian aid’ and ‘free donation’ over the past 18 years,” KCNA said.
“He confessed to all his crimes in the course
of the investigation by the competent organ,”
it said. KCNA quoted the pastor as saying that
he delivered a “report on what is going on in
North Korea before tens of thousands of South
Koreans and overseas Koreans at a sermon on
Sundays at my church and during preaching
tours of more than 20 countries including
Canada, the U.S., South Korea, Japan and
Brazil.”
The Unification Ministry in Seoul said that
it is “improper” for North Korea to detain the
pastor for charges of what the North calls
“subversive plots.” “In terms of three South
Korean nationals detained in the North, it is
not easy to figure out their whereabouts,”
Jeong Joon-hee, the ministry spokesman, said
in a regular press briefing. “The government is
making efforts via diplomatic channel.”
(Yonhap)
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Family Reunions of Seperated Koreans
The feasibility of the reunions this time had remained in doubt until the last
minute due to the possibility of North Korea launching a long-range rocket
around its key anniversary of the founding of the Workers' Party of Korea.
■ By Kim Tae-shik

H

undreds of South Korean family
members had tearful reunions with
their long lost kin from North Korea
in late October for the first time since they
parted in the 1950-53 Korean War at the
North’s scenic Mount Kumgang Resort.
The first batch of 389 members of 96 South
Korean families crossed the eastern part of the
heavily-fortified border on early Oct. 20
aboard 16 buses to meet 141 North Koreans at
the North Korean resort. North Korean border
guards closely checked the belongings of
South Korean visitors, including the laptops of
accompanying South Korean reporters, during
the customs and quarantine procedures.
The group of South Korean families reunited
with their North Korean relatives six times during their three-day stay at the mountain resort on
the North’s east coast, about a half-hour drive
from the South’s east coastal city of Sokcho.
Their “net” meeting time lasted just 12
hours. Following a group meeting on the first
day, separated families had private reunions
with their relatives on the second day of the
inter-Korean event.
The closed-door meetings lasted two hours
at a hotel on the North’s resort mountain. They
also had lunch together at a condo-style edi-
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fice, dubbed a “meeting place for separated
families,” next to the hotel. Reunion participants said the private meetings were less awkward and more convenient than the group
encounter. Some North Koreans brought bottles of the country’s traditional liquor as a souvenir for their southern relatives.
Another round of reunions involving 250
South Koreans from 90 families was to be
held from Oct. 24 to Oct. 26 at the same place.
The reunions, the first since February 2014,
are the result of a landmark deal South and
North Korea reached on Aug. 25 to ease military tension and resume the reunions for families separated by the Korean War.

Inter-Korean Negotiations
South and North Korea on Sept. 8 agreed to
hold reunions of separated families in late
October in a follow-up to the Aug. 25 deal
reached after marathon high-level talks.
The two Koreas agreed to hold the reunions
for 100 separated families each from both
sides on Oct. 20-26 at Mount Kumgang,
Seoul’s Unification Ministry said.
South and North Korea on Oct. 8 exchanged
the final list of separated family members to
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Lee Soon-kyu (L), 85, one of the
many South Koreans who have
family members or relatives in
North Korea, relishes being reunited with her 83-year-old husband,
Oh In-se, at a resort on Mount
Kumgang on the North’s east
coast. (Yonhap)

join the reunions.
South Korea’s Red Cross handed over a list
of 90 South Koreans hoping to meet their relatives living in the North, the unification ministry said. In return, North Korea delivered a
list of 97 North Koreans to the South
The Korean Red Cross had selected 250 candidates out of 500 applicants, based on health
conditions and willingness to join the reunions.
The North also handed over a list of 200 applicants for the reunions in early October.
The feasibility of the reunions this time had
remained in doubt until the last minute due to
the possibility of North Korea launching a
long-range rocket around its key anniversary
of the founding of the ruling Workers’ Party of
Korea (WPK).
North Korea has repeatedly suggested it
would launch a long-range rocket, claiming
that it is its legitimate right as a sovereign
state, but forwent such provocative acts on the
70th anniversary of the founding of the WPK
on Oct. 10.
South Korea and the United States warned
the North not to launch a rocket, which they
see a cover for a ballistic missile test which is

banned by United Nations resolutions.
China, the key ally and benefactor of North
Korea, also expressed opposition to the
North’s possible rocket launch.
North Korea has already been under a series
of U.N. sanctions for its missile and nuclear
tests. It has been clear that the North’s launch of
a rocket would invite sanctions and the North
would subsequently delay or cancel the reunions.
North Korea also said on Sept. 29 that the
reunions had been jeopardized, citing
President Park Geun-hye’s speech to the U.N.
General Assembly on the previous day.
Park called for North Korean reform and
openness, urging Pyongyang to refrain from
test-firing a long-range rocket and improve its
human rights record.
The North’s Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of Korea denounced Park’s
speech as “an unpardonable provocation” and
called on South Korea to apologize over slandering North Korea.
“If the South Korean authorities let loose a
string of confrontational invectives as now, the
event may prove completely abortive,” the
committee, which handles inter-Korean
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affairs, warned.
The North has a track record of unilaterally
delaying scheduled reunion events, including
one in September 2013.

North’s Reports and China’s
Response
Meanwhile, the North’s state media carried
a series of reports on the family reunions.
Rodong Sinmun, the media organ of the
North’s ruling WPK, reported that the venue
was filled with joy over meeting long-lost family members and the desire for the reunification
of the two Koreas.
Pyongyang’s official media outlet, the
(North) Korea Central News Agency (KCNA),
said separated families and relatives from the
North attended the group reunions with those
from the South, adding, “They and their families are enjoying a happy and worthwhile life
in the Korean-style socialist system centered
on the popular masses.”
China welcomed the reunions, hoping that
both Seoul and Pyongyang could continue
their efforts for reconciliation.
China’s foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying made the comments on Oct. 20 as
hundreds of South Korean family members
crossed the heavily fortified border into North
Korea for an emotional first meeting with their
relatives.
Hua said China “welcomed efforts made by
North Korea and South Korea for the improvement of their bilateral relationship.”
“As a close and friendly neighbor of the two
sides, we hope that North Korea and South
Korea can continue to enhance dialogue and
contacts, promote reconciliation and cooperation
and make a positive contribution to peace and
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stability of the Korean Peninsula,” Hua said.
Following the Korean Peninsula’s division
in 1945 and the 1950-53 Korean War, millions
of Koreans were separated from their families.
The issue of separated families is one of the
most pressing humanitarian matters as most of
the surviving family members are in their 80s
and older and are eager to see their loved ones
again before they die. About half of the estimated 129,700 Koreas registered in a database
for family reunions have already passed away.
As more of these people have died, finding
parent-child relations and husbands and wives
has become rarer.
More than 66,000 South Koreans are currently living without being able to see their
loved ones across the border. The Korean War
ended in a truce, not a peace treaty, leaving
South and North Korea technically at war. No
direct correspondence through letters, email or
phone calls are allowed for ordinary Koreans.
Since the first historic inter-Korean summit
in 2000, the two Koreas have held 19 rounds
of face-to-face family reunion events. Seven
rounds of video reunions also have been held.
However, only some 18,800 family members
from both sides have been allowed to have
face-to-face meetings so far.
The two Koreas exchanged home-visit
groups for the first time in September 1985
under an agreement of the eighth Inter-Korean
Red Cross talks in May.
A total of 151 people from each side,
including family members and performers,
visited their hometowns from Sept. 20-23.
South and North Korean art troupes gave performances in the Pyongyang Grand Theater
and in the National Theater in Seoul before
they returned to their homes.
The unprecedented exchange of visits raised
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North Korean Kim Chang-ho (far
R), 87, and his South and North
Korean family members, separated by the 1950-53 Korean War,
make a toast as they meet over
lunch at a hotel on Mount
Kumgang on the North’s east
coast on Oct. 21, 2015. (Yonhap)

hopes for unification high. However, it
became a one-time event, exposing the deep
chasm between the two countries created by
four decades of division. Exchanges of similar
visits were not made until 2000, when the first
inter-Korean summit was held between thenSouth Korean President Kim Dae-jung and
North Korean leader Kim Jong-il.
As a follow-up to the inter-Korean summit,
the two Koreas held Red Cross talks on June
27-30 and set the date and venue for what Seoul
called the first “official” round of reunions.
Reunions were simultaneously held in
Seoul and Pyongyang from Aug. 15-18. Each
country sent 100 people to the other side of the
border to be reunited with their relatives.
On June 17, 2005, South Korean presidential envoy Chung Dong-young met with North
Korean leader Kim Jong-il in Pyongyang and
agreed, among other things, to hold reunions
using live video links so that more people
could participate, especially those who were
too frail to travel.

Video reunion facilities opened on both
sides of the border on Aug. 15. In the pilot
case, 40 separated families from each side
were reunited with relatives through video link.
In 2006, the two sides held two rounds (13th
and 14th) of reunions in March and June.
However, North Korea suspended the family
reunions, following South Korea’s decision to
halt rice and fertilizer aid to the country in
response to the North’s missile tests in early
July.
In March 2008, North Korea boycotted
inter-Korean dialogue, protesting the new Lee
Myung-bak government in Seoul, which took
a tough stance on the North’s nuclear program
and suspended massive aid to the North.
The reunions resumed in September 2009
after North Korean leader Kim Jong-il and
Hyun Jeong-eun, chairwoman of South
Korea’s Hyundai Group, a major investor in
the North, agreed on Aug. 16, 2009 to resume
family reunions and reinvigorate joint business. (Yonhap)
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YONHAP INTERVIEW

New U.N. Office Head Vows to Zero in
on N.K. Rights Violations
“The scale of violations against people living in North Korea is so large that it
concerns all of us.,” Signe Poulsen said.
■ By Kim Soo-yeon
Staff reporter at Yonhap’s General English-language News Desk

T

he new head of the U.N. office on
North Korean human rights vowed on
Sept. 24. to monitor and look into the
North’s dismal human rights abuses in a comprehensive and accurate manner, calling the
situation “very serious.”
The United Nations opened its field office
in June in downtown Seoul in a bid to monitor
North Korea’s human rights violations, recommended by the U.N. Commission of Inquiry
(COI)’s landmark report on the North’s human
rights record.
Ahead of the opening of the office, South
Korea and the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
signed an agreement on the setup of it in late
May, 2015. The establishment of the U.N.
field office came from a recommendation by
the U.N. COI tasked with probing human
rights in the North. In Feb. 2014, the U.N.
agency rolled out its report that accused
Pyongyang of “systematic, widespread and
grave violations of human rights.”
Signe Poulsen, representative of the sixmember office, said that North Korea’s violations of human rights are “very serious,”
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Signe Poulsen, the new head of the U.N. Seoul office on
North Korean human rights, speaks during an interview with
Yonhap News Agency in Seoul on Sept. 24, 2015. (Yonhap)

enough to warrant actions from the international community.
“Many of these violations are so systematic
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and so widespread that they constitute crimes
against humanity,” Poulsen said in an interview with Yonhap News Agency. “That’s a
high threshold. That’s not business as normal.
That’s really very serious.”
Poulsen, a national of Denmark, came to
Seoul in August after working for the U.N. in
different countries like Liberia, East Timor
and Papua New Guinea.
North Korea has long been branded as one
of the worst human rights violators.
Pyongyang has bristled at such criticism, calling it a U.S.-led attempt to topple its regime.
Last year, the U.N. took the critical and
symbolic step over the issue as the General
Assembly adopted a landmark resolution in
December that calls for the U.N. Security
Council to refer the North’s situation to the
International Criminal Court.
Poulsen said the gravity of human rights
violations prodded the global community to
focus on the issue.
“The scale of violations against people living in North Korea is so large that it concerns
all of us,” she said.
North Korea has denied the existence of
political prison camps, claiming that the country only maintains labor camps as correctional
facilities for criminals.
The North is presumed to operate five
prison camps nationwide, which are holding in
captivity some 80,000 to 120,000 political
prisoners, according to a report by the staterun Korea Institute for National Unification.
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is
strengthening his reign of terror by conducting
public executions of high-profile officials
including former defense minister Hyon Yongchol.
Poulsen said that public executions have
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continued for a long time as a “pattern” of the
North’s serious human rights violation.
The office will mainly collect relevant
information from North Korean defectors,
experts and civic groups. It will later report its
findings to the U.N. Human Rights Council.
North Korea has been extremely sensitive
toward the establishment of the office, vowing
to retaliate against South Korea over the
move. The North threatened that it will
“mercilessly punish” South Korea by mobilizing all means possible if the U.N. office were
established in Seoul, in a statement released
by the North’s Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of Korea, which handles interKorean affairs on June 25, 2015.
Poulsen said she is not afraid of the North’s
threat, saying that there are many field workers and human rights advocates who are
putting their lives at risk every day.
Touching on the inter-Korean relations, she
welcomed South and North Korea’s recent
deal to resume the reunions of families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War.
Poulsen refrained from commenting on her
office’s role in the Seoul-Pyongyang ties, but
she expressed support for such a humanitarian
move.
“Steps like that are positive and if they can
be replicated, it will be more positive,” she
said.
Poulsen said that she will ramp up efforts to
gather information on the North’s rights abuses in a “comprehensive and accurate” manner
despite limitations, as she cannot visit the
North for her assignments.
“My expectation and my strong hope is that
I will be able to fulfill the mandate to the satisfaction of all U.N. member states,” she said.
(Yonhap)
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STUDIES

Review of 70-year N. Korea Studies in
S. Korea Since Division of Korea into
Two Halves in 1945

I. Introduction

By Koh Yu-hwan
Professor of Dongguk University in
Seoul, South Korea
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Koreans were liberated from decades-long Japanese colonial rule
on Aug. 15, 1945, but their fatherland on the Korean Peninsula was
divided into two halves, namely, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK) in the northern half of the peninsula and the Republic
of Korea (ROK) in the southern half. South Koreans are still living
under a division system where North Korea is serving as a variable
affecting their livelihoods, and vice versa. It became inevitable for
each of the two Koreas to study the other side while they, furnished
with different ideologies and systems, continued to compete with
each other to give their regimes the edge. In the South, as the division
has continued for a long time and will unlikely end in the near future,
the questions of North Korea and the Korean unification have turned
into themes of an academic or scholarly sector.
Since the collapse of the socialist bloc at the turn of the 1990s,
North Korea research in South Korea has made a quantum leap in
both quality and quantity as environments for the study improved
remarkably, with more original North Korean data available and
many North Korean refugees reaching the South. There increased the
number of North Korea watchers given better, systemic education on
the North in colleges and postgraduate schools and the province of
their research expanded from politics, unification, diplomacy and
security to the economy, society, culture and everyday living in the
North. More of the North Korea watchers have employed various
research methods, which are used in research activities in other academic fields. And there appeared North Korea studies made by scholars specializing in subjects other than the North. In other words,
scholars majoring in the North entered a stage where they can hardly
have a monopoly on North Korea studies.
In the South during the cold war, North Korea research was some-
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thing of a taboo. But today, studies of the
North are brisk and diversified. In addition to
the totalitarian approach prevalent during the
cold war era and an intrinsic approach aimed
at better understanding the North, students of
North Korea are utilizing epistemology,
methodology and various analytical techniques. Currently, there is no dominating paradigm for North Korea studies. If we must
mention a new trend in North Korea research
in the past 10-plus years, it regards the method
for studying North Korean’s everyday living
and the North’s history of urban areas, plus the
actor-network theory (ANT), an approach to
social theory and research, originating in the
field of science studies, which treats objects as
part of social networks.
Despite the collapse of the socialist camp
and the dismantlement of the Cold War, there
on the Korean Peninsula remains unchanged
the division system under an atmosphere
prevalent in the cold war. A cold war mentality common to all Koreans is serving as a factor hampering structurally an objective North
Korea research. As epistemology decides
methodology, an epistemological mistake
brings about naturally a methodological one.
For this reason, required for North Korea
watchers’ objective research, among other
things, is to get out of any ideological bias and
the way of wishful thinking.
Because this essay reviews the whole picture of North Korea studies made in South
Korea for the past 70 years, it can hardly focus
on a specific period, or a specific theory.
There are preceding studies regarding disputes
related with an intrinsic approach to the
North, the methods for studying North
Koreans’ everyday living and the history of
North’s urban areas, and the application of the
actor-network theory to North Korea studies.
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Accordingly, this essay will review the trends
of North Korea studies and controversial
issues in phases of the 70-year period and will
deal with challenges to North Korea watchers
in the future.

II. The First- and SecondGeneration North Korea
Studies: Introduction of
Comparative Political Science
Theory
Under military expediency for disarming
Japanese troops, the United States and the
Soviet Union established their military governments in the southern and northern halves
of the Korean Peninsula, respectively. But
they failed to agree on the formation of a single Korean government after their temporary
ruling, resulting in the emergence of two
Korean governments on the peninsula.
The South Korean government, which was
inaugurated on Aug. 15, 1948 under the leadership of Rhee Syngman, campaigned for
“marching north for unification” under an
anti-Communism policy. And the North
Korean government inaugurated on Sept. 9 the
same year under the leadership of Premier
Kim Il-sung launched a preemptive war aimed
at “liberating the southern half of Korea (from
U.S. imperialists) under the policy line of
DPRK as a base for democracy,” resulting in
perpetuating the division of Korea. The war
touched off by the North on June 25, 1950
turned into an international one named the
“Korean War,” with the participation of the
United Nations allied forces and Chinese
troops.
The two Koreas are still at war technically
because the war came to a halt under an
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armistice agreement. The division system
brought about a self-righteous posture to both
the two Koreas, under which they refuse to
accept the other side while regulating their citizens’ freedom of thought. For the South, the
North was a taboo and a target of absorption
for unification, rather than an object of reconciliation and cooperation, as seen in developments under the Rhee Syngman government
in the South. Cho Bong-am, leader of the
Progressive Party, who campaigned for a
peaceful unification of the two Koreas, was
indicted for his alleged spying activities and
sentenced to death.
The Rhee Syngman government was toppled in a students uprising on April 19, 1960
and there established was a democratic government led by Premier Chang Myon under
which there was a flood of various ideas for
talks with the North and a peaceful unification. The Chang Myon government was dismantled in a coup on May 16, 1961 led by
Major Gen. Park Chung-hee. Under a slogan
for “first construction and then the unification,” the Park government began a competition with the North for proving the advantage
of the South Korean sociopolitical, economic
system, neither with talks with the North nor
with exchange and cooperation with it.
Reflecting its success in economic construction and its self-confidence in the competition
with the North, the South Korean government
established the Board of National Unification
in 1969 and began to deal with matters regarding the North and unification. Then South
Korean colleges began to activate their
research of the North, establishing their Northrelated institutes.1
Despite the brisk activities for studies of the
North, however, most research activities in
South Korea then were made under foreign
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assistance, or under a government initiative.
The first South Korean institute, which has
pushed ahead with North Korea studies in a
normal way in the Cold War era, is the Asiatic
Research Institute (ARI) established in 1957
under the umbrella of Korea University in
Seoul. That institute has worked on systematic
studies of the North in an academic level from
1969 through the mid-1970s, publishing such
books as “A Collection of Data on North
Korea Studies” co-authored by Kim Joon-yup
and Kim Chang-soon, “The History of Korean
Communist Movements” co-authored by the
two Kims, “The North Korean Ideology and
Politics” authored by Yang Ho-min, “The
Theory of North Korea’s Governing” written
by Park Dong-woon, “The Formation and
Development of the Workers’ Party of Korea
in North Korea” written by Pang In-hoo,
“North Korea’s Economic Policy and
Production Management” authored by Suh
Nam-won, and “A Study of the North Korean
Political System” written jointly by Yang Homin, Han Bae-ho and Kim Nam-shik.
With detente between the U.S. and China
starting in the early 1970s, the SeoulPyongyang joint communique on July 4, 1972
calling for the peaceful unification of the two
Koreas, and the June 23, 1973 South Korean
declaration expressing Seoul’s non-opposition
to two Koreas’ simultaneous winning of U.N.
membership, activities for research of North
Korea and the Communist bloc, supported by
the government, turned more brisk in South
Korea. Free Academy, a postgraduate course
established under an initiative of the Korean
Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA), the initial name of the National Intelligence Service
(NIS) in Seoul, to bring up scholars specializing in the North and the Communist bloc,
gave a certificate of finishing the course to 20
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students each in 1978 and 27 others in 1979.
Many of them were assigned to colleges as
professors entrusted with the job to expose
problems of communism and the Kim Il-sung
regime in the North and teach students in a
way to criticize them. And in June 1979 the
Korean Council for Research of the
Communist Bloc was established in Seoul
only to activate more North Korea studies.2 It
has published more than 800 papers and eight
books for 10 years since its inauguration.
But under an initiative of the Park Chunghee government in October 1972 South Korea
adopted the “Yushin Constitution,” opening
the way for Park to be reelected as president
for an unlimited number of six-year terms.
Seoul’s action was followed by North Korea’s
replacement of the decades-old cabinet system
with a presidential one, making Kim Il-sung
North Korean president with absolute power.
The moves of the two Koreas have resulted
ironically in hostile, yet interdependent relations between them.
These developments have turned the interKorean competition more keen. For this reason, North Korea studies then in the South
focused on exploring logics aimed at criticizing the North. In other words, a considerable
portion of North Korea studies supported by
the Board of National Unification regarded the
illegitimacy of the North Korean regime, the
troublesome nature of the juche-oriented
North Korean constitution, plus the North
Korean power hierarchy.
As viewed by Kim Yeong-soo, who has
served as president of the Korean Association
of North Korea Studies in the early 2010s, at
the turn of the 1970s research of the North in
South Korea moved to a stage of “openness”
from that of “taboo.” At that time, however,
most North Korea studies have ended in an a
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prior conclusion because they were led by the
government whose objective was to know
North’s weak points and win the competition
with it.3
A considerable portion of North Korea studies then was aimed at describing the North
Korean Communist regime as a “devilish”
entity and they were absorbed in proving the
point that the Kim Il-sung regime is a totalitarian dictatorial regime by means of a totalitarian approach to the North. In the Cold War
North Korea watchers have often analyzed the
governing process of the North made in the
upper part of the regime statically based on the
juche idea, the leader, the party and the constitution. Under that approach aimed at pointing
out weak points of the Kim Il-sung regime,
North Korea watchers could explain the nature
of North’s monolithic system statically, but
there was a limit for them to understand
dynamics of the political process in the North,
which regards, among other things, the
process of supplementing elite officials and
disputes between interest groups.
In a move to overcome the limit of the totalitarian approach, some researchers have
attempted to apply the theory of structural
functionalism based on behaviorism, an
approach to psychology that focuses on an
individual’s behavior, to their North Korea
studies.
Since the late 1960s, some socialist countries have attempted to get out of Soviet influence and the U.S. and China initiated moves
for detente between them in earnest, only to
raise the interest of Western scholars in a
change within their socialist system. Under
these environments, some of them attempted
to apply the comparative political science and
the comparative communist theory to their
studies of socialism and communism. South
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Korean scholars, who learned the comparative
political science or international relations in
Western countries, have also attempted to
apply the theory of structural functionalism to
their North Korea studies in a move to understand dynamics of the political process in the
North.
Horizons for North Korea watchers in South
Korea widened when the authoritative Park
Chung-hee government was toppled in
October 1979 and the sixth congress of the
North Korean ruling Workers’ Party was held
a year later. More and more South Korean
scholars learning the comparative political science and international relations returned home
only to form the second-generation group for
North Korea studies and apply theories they
have learned to their research of the North
briskly.
In particular, an increasing number of North
Korea watchers applied the comparative political theory to their North Korea studies, which
regard, among other things, the question of
supplementing the power elite in the North
during the sixth Party congress.

III. The Third-generation North
Korea Studies: Controversies
Regarding an Intrinsic
Approach to the North and a
Theory of North’s Collapse
North Korea studies in South Korea were
activated further when the Soviet Union and
East Europe began to move in earnest for
reforms and an opening-up in the mid-1980s
and formed in Seoul then was a more democratic atmosphere. And on July 7, 1988, little
more than a month before the opening of the
Seoul Summer Olympics, the South Korean
government led by President Roh Tae-woo
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made a special declaration for “independence
of the people, prosperity and reunification”
and accepted the North as an entity for reconciliation and cooperation, and not an entity to
be removed, only to activate the campaign for
learning about North Korea correctly. In other
words, this campaign started by a group of
college students, a drive for reforms and an
opening-up in the socialist camp and the
Nordpolitik of the Roh Tae-woo government
have served as a foundation for opening a new
horizon of North Korea studies in South
Korea.
Noteworthy in North Korea studies in the
late 1980s is the development that opened to
the public was a series of Kim Il-sung’s works
on the juche idea published by the North to
mark the 40th founding anniversary of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and introduced was
the intrinsic approach to the North, a way to
study North Korea attempted by Song Du-yul,
a South Korean scholar in Germany. The
opening of the North Korean books to the
pubic, albeit temporary, was an epoch-making
event because the North’s original data is still
treated as classified information in South
Korea. Song’s books written under that
method had a great influence upon young generations.4
A more democratic social mood, the July 7,
1988 declaration of the Seoul government,
opening of the North’s original data, the campaign for learning North Korea correctly and
the intrinsic approach to the North served as a
foundation for the emergence of the third-generation North Korea studies.
While witnessing the collapsing socialist
bloc at the turn of the 1990s, South Korean
society felt more need to conduct North Korea
studies of high quality. in particular, studies
under a government initiative. With the opening of the Board of National Unification, there
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began an initial phase of normal, systemic
studies of the North at the government level.
More than 50 scholars with doctorates in the
board engaged in North Korea research and
expanded the scope of their studies from political arena to the economic, social, cultural,
arts fields.
The researchers on the board include not
only scholars majoring in the North but others
specializing in other academic sectors, contributing to the expansion of the base for
North Korea studies and promoting North
Korea research of high quality hand in hand
with other North Korea watchers and scholars
in other academic sectors. And later they
moved to colleges and helped establish North
Korea departments in the higher educational
institutes. And the South Korean academic
society began to treat North Korea studies as
an academic discipline in 1994 when Dongguk
University set up the North Korea
Department.5 And the Korean Association of
North Korea Studies comprising all South
Korean watchers of the North was inaugurated
in December 1996.
It was in the early 1990s that North Korea
watchers in the South can study the North
under no ideological restrictions. Under the
widespread perception after the collapse of the
socialist camp that the regime confrontation
between capitalism and socialism has ended,
North Korea watchers there can research the
North under no ideological restrictions with
more data.
North Korea-related data from the former
Soviet Union helped promote in-depth studies
regarding the establishment of the North
Korean socialist regime and the formation of
the Kim Il-sung’s monolithic system. A controversy regarding methods for North Korea
research touched off by an intrinsic approach
to the North by third-generation North Korea
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watchers in the early 1990s6 awakened South
Korean society to the need for North Korea
studies based on proper methodology. But the
controversy on the intrinsic approach to the
North, which took place while most participants in it were unaware of the correct meaning and the methodological characteristics of
the intrinsic approach, had ended in a simple
conclusion that the intrinsic approach regards
researchers’ posture in favor of epistemology,
rather than methodology.
Another controversy among North Korea
watchers in the mid-1990s regarded a theory
of the North’s collapse. In other words, many
of them argued that the socialist North will
collapse in the near future, while some others
believe that it will not. Led by the second-generation North Korea researchers who majored
in comparative political science and international relations, the theory of the North’s collapse spread widely when on July 8, 1994
there came the sudden death of Kim Il-sung, a
charismatic North Korean leader who had
ruled the North for nearly half a century.
The Kim Young-sam government in the
South then described the North as a brokendown vehicle and government offices had
reportedly provided their respective contingency plan in preparation for an emergency
situation in the North. The Korean Institute for
National Unification in Seoul has also predicted that the socialist North Korean regime
eventually will be replaced or will collapse
although it can survive temporarily for a short
period of time, while quantifying sector-bysector emergency situations facing the
regime.7
Despite the deepening economic crisis in
the North, which regards, among other things,
famine there, this writer has viewed that the
North Korean regime will muddle through,
rather than collapse, because the North Korean
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elite and North’s leadership are bound by a
sense of a common destiny.8
There in the South came a theory of a sudden crisis in the North and that of the North’s
collapse also after the inauguration of the Lee
Myung-bak government when news reaching
Seoul said that North Korean leader Kim
Jong-il suffered from a stroke in August 2008.
Often found in North Korea studies is the fact
that scientific analyses are mixed with normative assertions.9
Under the judgement that the North’s collapse is imminent, the Lee Myung-bak government had been constant in its wait-and-see
strategy while pressing the North. As seen in
the theory of North’s collapse, North Korea
watchers are required to refrain from reflecting their way of wishful thinking to their
research.

IV. The Fourth-generation North
Korea Studies: Looking into
the Inner Aspect of North
Korean Society
There came a remarkable development in
North Korea studies at a time when hundreds
of thousands of North Koreans have deserted
their fatherland to head for foreign countries,
in particular China, and some of them reached
South Korea during the period from 1995
through 1998, dubbed the period for a “painful
march under trials.”
Among the facts revealed by North Korean
refugees is one that there is another society in
the North10, other than the official one, and
that the market has served as a driving force
for maintaining North Korean society faced
with an extremely adverse economic situation.
The theory of the North’s collapse, or that
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of a sudden emergency in the North disappeared at the turn of 2000 when there came the
first-ever inter-Korean summit talks. And the
North turned into a target of engagement, and
not entity to be removed. Inter-Korean trade
and exchange became brisk during the period
when the South was ruled by the governments
led by two leaders, Kim Dae-jung and Roh
Moo-hyun, with many chances given North
Korea watchers to make direct, first-hand
approach to the North through various channels. In the course of promoting a change in
the South’s policy toward the North, however,
there came serious internal disputes. Some
North Korea watchers insisted that the North
has changed or is changing in a step-by-step
manner while some others argued that it has
not.
In the 2007 presidential elections, conservative candidate Lee Myung-bank, who had criticized the engagement policy of the two preceding presidents, won the elections and took
power.
In response to the Lee’s government’s
demand for rearrangement of the inter-Korean
relations, the North shelled a South Korean
islet and conducted the second nuclear test
only to freeze inter-Korean relationship. These
developments were followed naturally by a
shrink in North Korea studies in the South.
The North Korea department survived only in
Dongguk University and Korea University.
Myongji University and Catholic Kwandong
University abolished it and some other universities,, including Sun Moon University merged
it with other departments.
Despite the frozen inter-Korean relations
and an atmosphere against North Korea
research, a remarkable progress in North
Korea studies has been in the making, quantitatively and qualitatively. Nearly all academic
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sectors are dealing with North Korean issues,
adopting various theories and methods common to other scholarly fields. As proven in the
World Conference on North Korea Studies
held in Seoul in October 2014, North Korea
research is proliferating not only internally but
globally. With an ever increasing number of
students joining doctorates in North Korea
studies, the number of North Korea
researchers is increasing very rapidly.
The achievements made in North Korea
studies in recent years regard, among other
things, the application of the methods for
researching everyday living and the history of
urban areas, the ANT and cultural anthropology to North Korea studies. In contrast with
North Korea studies in the past focusing on
the behavior of North Korean leadership and
ruling circles, which regards, among other
things, juche idea, the party-state system, the
formation of the monolithic system, and the
process of success to power, the methods for
studying everyday living11 attempts to know
the inner aspect of North Korean society
through North Korean’s daily living. This
research method in the social science sector
was activated on the occasion of the collapse
of the socialist bloc at the turn of the 1990s.
This historical development has awakened historians to the fact that history is made by the
general public. Thanks to the research of people’s everyday living, the inner aspect of
socialist society concealed by the dictators
was exposed.12
The research methods for everyday living of
the general public, which have been prevalent
in historical sciences and sociology, drew the
attention of North Korea watchers as the methods for their studies of the North Korean
socialist regime because they failed to predict
a regime change in the socialist bloc with their
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totalitarian approach and the theory of structural functionalism, focusing on the upper part
of the socialist regime. The research of everyday living is aimed at understanding the inner
aspect of North Korean society through a
patchwork of the microscopic world and
macroscopic structure, and the past and the
present. This new method for North Korea
research was possible because of a flood of
North Korean refugees reaching South Korea
and foreign countries since the mid-1990s. In
other words, North Korea watchers’ interviews with North Korean refugees have activated their studies through new research methods and theories.13
In another noteworthy development in studies of North Korea watchers in recent years,
they utilized the ANT, which was devised by a
group of scholars who have worked in the
field of science and technology studies in the
early 1980s, including Bruno Latour, professor
at Sciences Po Paris; Michel Callon, professor
of sociology at the Ecole des mines de Paris;
and John Law, a sociologist currently on the
faculty of social sciences at the Open
University in the United Kingdom. The ANT
gives attention to a network of human beings
and non-human beings.
This theory asserts that both the human and
non-human beings should be treated symmetrically on an equal footing because the nonhuman entities, such as machines, are also furnished with agency, which in sociology and
philosophy, refers to the capacity of an entity
(a person or other entity) to act in any given
environment.
We need to observe the network of various
actors, including human beings, non-human
beings and state should we understand their
dynamic interactions and structural changes
under a division system in the Korean
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Peninsula. In particular, the question of the
North’s nuclear weapons development program seriously affecting the situation facing
the peninsula is a “compulsory passing point”
for understanding the issues at stake in the
peninsula.
The North’s 2013 third test of a nuclear
bomb, probably made of enriched-uranium,
has affected not only internal politics of the
two Koreas and the division system but foreign policies of North East Asian countries.

regarded 30 sectors, with the economy on the
top (98 theses), followed by politics (70), foreign relations (62), North Korean refugees
(61), military (55), system (49), sociocultural
sector (44), law (38), the nuclear weapons
development program (33), education (31),
unification (29), ideology (28) and literature
(26).

V. Quantitative Analysis of North
Korea Studies

The papers carried in 10 journals of South
Korean research institutes specializing North
Korea for the past 13 years since 2002 numbered 1,594. This figure means that the journals have carried more than 120 papers on
average every year. The institutes include the
Korean Political Science Association, the
Korea Association of North Korea Studies, the
Korea Institute for National Unification, the
´
Institute of North Korea
Studies at Dongguk
University and the Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies at Seoul National
University.
Breaking down the papers into six sectoral
categories, those regarding politics, diplomacy
and unification accounted for 50.8 percent of
the total, with papers in the sociocultural sector representing 25.1 percent. But the share of
papers concerning the economic, social and
cultural sectors were much higher than in the
past.

1. Theses for Doctorate Regarding North
Korea
It was in 1970 that students began to handle
North Korean affairs as themes of theses for
their doctorates.14 The number of theses for
doctorates registered with the National
Assembly from 1970 through 2014 totaled 742
comprising seven in the 1970s, 21 in the
1980s, 146 in the 1990s, 298 during 20002009 and 270 during 2010-14.
Since 2000 when the first-ever inter-Korean
summit talks were held and the two Koreas
entered an era of reconciliation, the number of
theses for doctorates in North Korean studies
has increased at a rapid pace as seen above.
This development was accompanied by the
establishment of North Korea-related postgraduate courses for doctorates in some universities and the opening of University of
North Korea Studies, the first higher education
institute furnished only with postgraduate
courses for North Korea studies, in Seoul in
March 2001.
Themes of the 742 theses for doctorates
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2. North Korea Studies Shown in
Academic Journals Related with the
North

3. Books on North Korea and Those
Books in a Series
The number of books on North Korea published so far in South is too many to count.
According to Kim Yeong-soo, those books

Vantage Point

November 2015

published during 1950-2005 totaled 2,243.15
And the figure increases to 3,910 if the period
of publication is extended to 1940-2014.
It is the aforementioned Asiatic Research
Institute at Korea University that published
books on North Korea in a series in 1969, for
the first time in South Korea.
Among the books in a series published by
the institute until the mid-1970s are those
under the heading, “The History of Korean
Communist Movements, Ideology and Politics
of North Korea, A Theory of North Korean
Ruling Organization, The Formation and
Development of the Workers’ Party of Korea,
North Korea’s Economic Policy and
Production Management,” and “A Study of
North Korea’s Political System.” And the
Institute of North Korea Studies, which established in 1971 under the assistance of the
Korean Central Intelligence Agency, began to
publish books in a series in 1977, such as
books under the heading, “North Korean
Politics, The North Korean Economy, North
Korean Society,” and “North Korean Culture.”
It was this institute that published a systematic
introduction to the North in a series written by
scholars specializing in various sectors at a
time when the North was called in the South a
“puppet group.”
Another 12-volume introduction to the
North was published in a series by Eulyoo
Publishing Co. in 1990, under the heading,
“Understanding of North Korea,“ planned by
the Center for Social Sciences at Seoul
National University and under the assistance
of the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of
National Unification and Korea Broadcasting
Advertising Corp.
It covered not only political, economic and
social sectors of the North but media, language, culture, arts and education of the
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North. A 10-volume series published by
Kyungin Publishing Co. in 2006 under the
heading, “North Korean Studies,“ extended its
coverage to such themes as science-technology, women and family. And the Korean
Association of North Korea Studies also published a five-volume series in 2014-15.

VI. Conclusion: Challenges of
North Korea Studies
Born as the child of an era on the Korean
Peninsula where a country for Koreans is
divided into two halves, the research of North
Korea in South Korea has been furnished with
a base where it can develop into an objective
academic discipline free from ideological
restrictions. There in the South is a system
necessary for systemic study of North Korean
affairs, with a North Korea department set up
in several colleges each and postgraduate
courses for North Korea studies established in
some universities.
More of the data on North Korea opened to
the public, an increase in the number of North
Korean refugees reaching South Korea and
North Korea watchers’ introduction of various
research methods and theories have served as
factors for the South make progress in North
Korea studies quantitatively and qualitatively.
It is hard for North Korea watchers in the
South yet to freely visit the North, but articles
of North Korean media are available for them
and it is easier than in the past for them to collect data on the North, indicating much
improvement of environments for their
research.
It will not be too much to say that North
Korea research in the South has been in full
swing in recent years as North Korea watchers
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there can attempt to make various approaches
to various themes for their studies. In addition
to the established research methods such as the
totalitarian approach, the theory of comparative politics and an intrinsic approach, North
Korea watchers are utilizing the methods for
researching everyday living and the history of
urban areas, and the cultural, anthropological
approach for studying North Koreans’ daily
living.
In recent years the fourth-generation North
Korea watchers have shown an open posture
in a way to accept the concepts, theories and
achievements of various academic sectors and
apply them to their studies. Remarkable
among these developments is their applying
the method for researching everyday living to
their research.
They could make this research approach
because of an increase in the number of North
Korean refugees reaching the South. The study
of North Koreans’ daily living is badly needed
for them because it can expose the inner
aspect of the North Korean socialist regime.
The establishment of a new method for this
research requires, among other things, their
acceptance of achievements in studies of various academic sectors, including history, sociology and cultural anthropology.
There are some requirements for North
Korea studies to become an objective scholarly sector. First, North Korea watchers need to
get out of an ideological bias and a way of
wishful thinking. Second, they need to be
faithful to academic methods proper for their
studies, free from government policies. Third,
the government and research institutes need to
make significant investments in basic research
and the studies of history. And lastly, North
Korea watchers need to exert their best efforts
for promoting interdisciplinary, or multidisci-
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plinary approaches to North Korean affairs.
An interdisciplinary approach involves the
combining of two or more academic disciplines into one activity (e.g., a research project), It is about creating something new by
crossing boundaries, and thinking across them.
And a multidisciplinary approach involves
drawing appropriately from multiple disciplines to redefine problems outside normal
boundaries and reach solutions based on a new
understanding of complex situations. An academic discipline is a branch of knowledge. It
incorporates expertise, people, projects, communities, challenges, studies, inquiry, and
research areas that are strongly associated with
a given academic discipline.

This is an excerpt from the paper carried in
Korean Unification Studies, Vol., 24, No. 2
(2015), a biannual journal published by the
Korea Institute for National Unification in
Seoul, South Korea. It was translated by
Chong Bong-uk, a former Vantage Point editor--Ed.
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Internal Affairs

N. Korea renews its vow to launch satellite
North Korea reiterated its resolve on Sept. 15 to launch a satellite, calling it a sovereign right, in
its latest show of defiance against growing international calls against the provocation.
“The more enemy forces will hamper our plan for space development, the more severe our counteraction will be,” the North’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said in a dispatch.
North Korea said it is determined to exercise its right to launch a satellite into orbit, no matter
what others say about its plan.
The North’s move came hours after the United States vowed to do all it can to pressure North Korea
to give up its nuclear program amid concern that Pyongyang could conduct a nuclear or missile test.
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has also warned that North Korea will face “severe consequences” if it forges ahead with irresponsible provocations.
The North has claimed it has the right to conduct space research by launching what it called satellites, but outside analysts view this as a cover for ballistic missile tests.
The satellite launch, if made, could draw international condemnation and tougher sanctions by the
U.N Security Council.
North Korea has been under U.N. sanctions for its missile and nuclear tests. (Yonhap)

N.K. looks to have replaced key party officials handling munitions industry
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is presumed to have replaced key party officials in charge of
the nation’s missile and nuclear development with noticeably younger people, an analysis on the
North’s media reports showed on Sept. 22.
The North’s move is seen as reinforcing its munitions sector at a time when North Korea is raising its missile and nuclear provocations, claiming that the launch of satellites and conducting a nuke
test are the North’s sovereign rights.
During Kim’s field guidances at various munitions industry compounds, the young leader has
been often accompanied by Kim Chun-sop, a newly elected member of the North’s National
Defense Commission, and Hong Yong-chil, deputy director of the machine-building industry department at the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK).
The leader replaced Park To-chun on the 10-member defense commission with Kim at a one-day
parliamentary session that convened April 9 in Pyongyang. The 71-year-old Park was a former party
secretary handling the North’s missile and nuclear development.
Main figures dealing with the North’s munitions industry under Kim’s regime -- Park and the 87year-old Ju Kyu-chang, who was a former director of the WPK’s relevant department -- appeared to
have been replaced by younger officials, according to the analysis on the North’s reports.
Park and Ju were among three North Korean individuals designated by the United States in 2013
as those directly linked to North Korea’s proliferation activities.
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The upper row of this image shows new key officials in
North Korea’s munitions industry who were replaced
this year. From left, Kim Chun-sop, a new member of
the North’s National Defense Commission; Deputy
Directors of the Machine-building Industry Department
of the WPK Hong Yong-chil and Hong Sung-mu; Jo
Chun-ryong, chairman of the Second Economic
Committee.
The lower row of the image shows former officials in the
industry. From left, Jon Byong-ho, former munition secretary of the WPK; Pak To-chun, former munition secretary; Ju Kyu-chang, former director of Machine-building
Industry Department; Paek Se-bong, former chairman
of the Second Economic Committee. (Yonhap)

The title of Kim Chun-sop has not been made officially known, but he may have replaced Ju,
given a pecking order shown in the North’s media reports.
“The North’s defense industry is the sector in which the North Korean leader can swiftly conduct
personnel reshuffle as its development hinges on technology and achievement,” said Chang Yongseok, a researcher at the Seoul National University Institute for Peace and Unification Studies.
North Korea has recently made missile and nuclear threats as it vowed to launch satellites near the
70th anniversary of the WPK’s founding, which outside analysts view as a cover for ballistic missile
tests. Pyongyang has also hinted at conducting a fourth nuclear test.
The North has been pursuing a dual policy of developing nuclear weapons as well as boosting its
ailing economy, commonly known as the “byeongjin policy.” (Yonhap)

Kim Jong-un to give special bonus to N. Koreans
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un will give a special bonus to the country’s military personnel and
ordinary people on the occasion of the North’s key anniversary, Pyongyang’s media said on Sept. 25.
The special bonus amounting to 100 percent of monthly salaries will be given to all service personnel, working people and those who receive pensions, subsidies and scholarships to mark the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK), according to the Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA).
North Korea is preparing to mark the anniversary which falls on Oct. 10, vowing to launch longrange rockets carrying what it claims is “a series of satellites.” Outside experts view it as a cover for
ballistic missile tests.
It would represent the first known case of North Korea providing monetary compensation to all
North Koreans based on their monthly wages.
Previously, the regime offered products such as blankets or wall clocks to its people on similar
occasions.
The KCNA said that the special bonus will be provided to the North’s people for their devotion

45

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Vantage Point November 2015

and loyal service to the WPK.
The decision has been made in accordance with a decree made public on Sept. 23 by the Supreme
People’s Assembly, the North’s rubber-stamp parliament. (Yonhap)

N.K. needs outside aid to cut high infant mortality: report
North Korea needs an outside supply of drugs and medical equipment to cope with its high infant
mortality rate, a report by the research arm of South Korea’s parliament said on Oct. 2.
According to the National Assembly Research Service (NARS) report, based on data provided by
the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency’s World Factbook, North Korea ranked 74th among 223 countries checked in 2014 in terms of infant mortality, roughly on par with Mongolia.
Pyongyang’s infant mortality rate stood at 23.68 newborns out of 1,000 born dying before they
reach the age of 1. This is 5.3 times the average for Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) countries and 6.1 times higher than South Korea.
The infant mortality rate for the OECD stands at 4.51 deaths per 1,000 newborns, while the figure
for South Korea is 3.86 deaths.
“The high number reflects shortages in critical drugs and medical equipment,” NARS said.
“Because the country cannot deal with these problems by itself, support needs to be provided.”
The infant mortality rate is often used as a barometer to check the medical conditions of a country. (Yonhap)

N. Korean officials study entrepreneurship in Malaysia
A group of North Koreans has joined an entrepreneurship program in Malaysia, a Singaporebased organization said, marking a rare exchange for the socialist country.
Choson Exchange, an organization that provides various workshops to North Koreans, on Oct.3
said the group recently attended courses on Malaysia’s efforts to improve entrepreneurship and startups, adding that the attendees had “tons of questions.”
“The Koreans showed lots of interest in how MDEC acted as a one-stop shop for tech investments in the early days and how they established this process,” Choson Exchange said. MDEC is
the acronym for the Multimedia Development Corp., a state-run organization in Malaysia that manages the development of the tech industry.
The group also visited a water park in Malaysia, and learned about property development and fostering a tourist attraction. (Yonhap)

Chinese media sheds light on N. Korea’s education system
A Chinese state-controlled newspaper on Oct. 8 shed light on North Korea’s education system.
North Korea expanded its universal and state-funded education system to 12 years from 11 years
in 2013, offering a free education system which consisted of one year of kindergarten, five years of
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elementary school, three years of middle school and three years of high school.
The People’s Daily, the mouthpiece of the Chinese Communist Party, carried an article that highlighted the North’s 12-year universal education system, a day before a top Chinese official leaves for
Pyongyang to attend the 70th anniversary of the founding of the North’s ruling Workers’ Party.
The Chinese newspaper reported that North Korea has invested in improving its education system
over the past decades, introducing some elite schools in Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

N. Korea’s rice, corn production down 14 pct in 2015: FAO
North Korea’s production of key food produce is estimated to decline on-year in 2015, data
showed on Oct. 9, apparently due to unfavorable weather conditions.
The country is expected to produce 1.5 million tons of rice and 2.2 million tons of corns this year,
reported the Voice of America, which cited the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations.
The estimates mark a 14 percent drop from the combined production of 4.3 million tons observed
in 2014, apparently due to droughts and other weather-related factors.
FAO said although North Korea is likely to import 300,000 tons of rice and 200,000 tons of corn to
meet the demand next year, the country needs to acquire a combined amount of at least 5.4 million tons.
In 2016, an average North Korean is expected to consume 147 kilograms of rice and corn, which
is roughly half of the amount recommend by the United Nations. (Yonhap)

Kim Jong-un made Central Military Commission top policymaking
body: U.S. expert
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un appears to have made the Central Military Commission of the
ruling Workers’ Party the country’s primary institution to formulate and communicate policy, a U.S.
researcher said.
Michael Madden, an expert on North Korean leadership, made the claim in an article contributed
on Oct. 7 to the website 38 North, noting that Kim convened two CMC meetings in August alone,
though such meetings were held only twice a year in previous years.
“From 2012 to 2014, the CMC gathered twice a year, about once every six months. The August
meetings took place within a week of each other, by contrast, bringing this year’s total to three after
a gathering held in late February,” Madden said in the article.
The first of the two August meetings was held on Aug. 20 when military tensions were running
high with South Korea following an exchange of artillery fire across the border. During the meeting,
Kim declared a “quasi” state of war between the North and the South.
Kim convened the second CMC meeting on Aug. 27, two days after a peace deal defused the military standoff, and replaced several CMC members during the meeting.
“The personnel changes and the commission’s high profile role in the crisis reflect broader indications that Kim is building the CMC into a more inclusive and powerful organization,” Madden said.
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Frequent personnel changes in high-level positions in the North may be seen as a sign of volatility
in the North’s political culture, especially in the upper echelon of the country’s national security
community, the expert said.
He stressed, however, that such changes are “entirely machinated by Kim and his closest aides.”
(Yonhap)

N.K. displays model of SLBM at flower exhibition
North Korea has displayed a model of a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) at a flower
exhibition to celebrate its key anniversary, Pyongyang’s state broadcast showed on Oct. 13.

This image captured from the
footage on Oct. 12 released by
the North’s Korean Central
Television shows the model of the
North’s first SLBM (circle).
(Yonhap)

Unlike earlier expectations, the North did not showcase the SLBM, which it claimed it successfully fired off in May at its military parade Saturday to mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of
the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea.
But Pyongyang made the SLBM model public at the exhibition displaying flowers named after
the North’s founder Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il, the late father of the North’s leader Kim Jong-un,
according to footage shown by the state-run Korean Central Television.
North Korea forwent provocative acts, such as a long-range rocket launch, before the anniversary,
which the North had threatened to do in recent weeks.
But analysts said that the North may go ahead with a rocket launch within 2015 as Pyongyang has
claimed it has the right to fire off “a series of satellites” for peaceful space development, which
experts view as a cover for ballistic missile tests. (Yonhap)

N. Korean famine stunts youth growth: report
Severe malnutrition stemming from North Korea’s devastating famine in the mid-1990s appears
to have seriously undermined the growth of youths in the impoverished country, a South Korean
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report claimed on Oct. 13.
According to the report by the Korea Development Institute (KDI), young people in the country
between the ages of 15 through 21 underwent the famine during their critical formative years and
may have had their growth stunted.
The North was gripped by famine from 1994 to 2000, before the country’s situation improved
with aid from abroad and better crop harvests, said the report based on data provided by the World
Food Programme, the United Nations Children’s Fund and testimonies from defectors.
It estimated 20.8 percent of North Korean children suffered from acute malnutrition in 1998, with
55.5 percent underweight and 63.9 percent classified as chronically malnourished.
“At the time, the health of children was actually worse than those who lived in South Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa,” the institute said. “Such poor conditions affected the growth of children and
babies as it affected the nutritional levels of young people, which impacted their weight and height.”
Reflecting this, media reports have claimed that as of 2014, the minimum height requirement of
new recruits in the North Korean military was lowered to 143 centimeters.
The report also said that with girls and young women between the ages of 15 through 21 expected
to bear children in the next five to 15 years, there are rising health risks for newborns.
In the future, humanitarian aid going to North Korea needs to be concentrated on malnutrition and
the health of young mothers, it suggested. (Yonhap)

External Affairs

N. Korean nuclear envoys absent from China-hosted forum
North Korea’s nuclear envoys appeared to be absent from a two-day forum starting on Sept. 18
hosted by a Chinese state-run think tank to discuss ways to restart long-stalled nuclear talks, a diplomatic source involved in the forum said, in an apparent snub at China’s latest push to resume the
six-party talks.
The forum, organized by the China Institute of International Studies (CIIS), is meant to mark the
10th anniversary of a landmark deal in which North Korea agreed to abandon its nuclear program in
exchange for aid and security assurances.
South Korea and Russia sent their deputy nuclear envoys to the forum, while the U.S. and
Japanese officials from their embassies in Beijing attended the forum, the source said.
The absence of North Korean envoys was in sharp contrast to a similar forum hosted by the CIIS
two years ago, when Pyongyang sent its First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan and chief
nuclear envoy Ri Yong-ho to Beijing.
“North Korean nuclear envoys were not listed on the official guest list at the forum,” the source
said on the condition of anonymity.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi will make a speech on Sept. 20 at the end of the forum, which
is being held at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse.
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The nuclear talks were last held in Beijing in late 2008.
Just days before the forum launched, North Korea hinted that it may launch a long-range rocket in
October to mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of its Workers’ Party.
North Korea claims that its satellite launches are a peaceful project for science and economic
development, calling it a sovereign right. (Yonhap)

Chinese FM calls for avoiding raising tensions on Korean Peninsula
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Sept. 19 called for all relevant nations to avoid raising tensions
on the Korean Peninsula, as North Korea has hinted that it may launch a long-range rocket in October.
“Any intention or attempt to disrupt peace and security in Northeast Asia is unjustified and undesirable,” Wang told a forum at Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing.
“War or conflict on the peninsula is good for no one,” Wang said. “We must not take new actions
that could lead to tensions on the peninsula.”
Wang repeated China’s long-standing view that all nations involved in the long-stalled six-party
talks on North Korea’s nuclear weapons program must resume the talks at an early date.
The forum marked the 10th anniversary of a landmark deal in which North Korea agreed to abandon its nuclear program in exchange for aid and security assurances.
But North Korean representatives were absent from the forum, in an apparent snub at China’s
push to restart talks with North Korea.
Earlier in September, North Korea indicated that it may launch a long-range rocket on or around
Oct. 10 to mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of its Workers’ Party. (Yonhap)

IAEA calls for restraint over N. Korea’s possible nuclear test
The U.N. nuclear watchdog has urged North Korea to refrain from conducting a nuclear test,
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry said on Sept. 19, the latest act of international pressure on
Pyongyang over its possible provocation.
The move by the International Atomic Energy Agency came during its general conference held in
Vienna in mid-September, amid concern that North Korea could conduct a nuclear or missile test.
On Sept. 18, North Korea reiterated its resolve to launch a satellite, calling it a sovereign right.
Seoul and Washington view a satellite launch as a cover for testing the North’s ballistic missile technology, which is banned under a U.N. resolution.
North Korea has also recently hinted that it could carry out a nuclear test, citing the policy of the
United States and other hostile forces.
On Sept. 19, North Korea’s main newspaper, Rodong Sinmun, said whether or not it uses its
nuclear weapons depends on the U.S.
The U.S. has repeatedly said it has no hostile intentions toward North Korea. Still, the North has
claimed it was compelled to go nuclear due to what it claims is Washington’s hostile policy against it.
The IAEA also strongly urged North Korea to abandon its policy of boosting its nuclear programs.
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North Korea also said it has started the operations of all its nuclear facilities in its main nuclear
complex in Yongbyon, north of Pyongyang, after unspecified restructuring.
Also on Sept. 19, South Korea, the U.S. and other regional partners marked the 10th anniversary
of a landmark deal in which North Korea agreed to abandon its nuclear ambitions in exchange for
diplomatic concessions and economic aid. (Yonhap)

More sanctions possible on N. Korea: S. Korean envoy
North Korea may face U.N.-led restrictions even on its ordinary trade if it goes ahead with a longrange rocket launch or another nuclear test, South Korea’s ambassador to the U.N. said on Sept.22.
Ambassador Oh Joon said there are more sanctions that can be imposed on the North, although
it’s already under a wide web of punitive measures for its previous provocations.
“For example, ordinary trade is not the subject of sanctions. But it could be affected if sanctions
widen,” he said in a phone interview with the CBS radio station based in Seoul.
In case the North takes such a provocative step, the U.N. Security Council will convene an emergency session almost automatically under the so-called trigger clause in the council’s resolution
adopted after Pyongyang’s nuclear test in 2013, he pointed out.
“The council is expected to adopt a resolution to strengthen sanctions,” the veteran diplomat said.
In the previous week, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry hinted at other means to deal with the
isolated country’s repeated provocations.
“It may take more than sanctions with respect to North Korea because of its total absence of a
legitimate economy,” he told reporters.
But the level of any additional punishment against Pyongyang would depend heavily on two of
the veto-wielding members of the council -- China and Russia.
They tend to be reluctant to push for strong sanctions on the North for a long-range rocket launch,
which the secretive country claims to be part of its space program.
Both Beijing and Moscow have a record of endorsing tough resolutions on Pyongyang for its
nuclear tests. (Yonhap)

China probing shooting incident near border with N. Korea
China on Sept. 24 said its public-security organization was investigating into a shooting incident
last week near the sensitive border with North Korea, although it did not directly say whether North
Korean soldiers were responsible for the incident.
At least two Chinese nationals were injured on Sept. 18 when North Korean soldiers fired bullets
toward their Chinese vehicle in the Chinese border town of Changbai, Jilin province, South Korean
media reports said earlier in the week of Sept. 21-27.
Asked about the media reports, China’s foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei replied, “It is
learned that in the early morning on Sept. 18, a shooting incident took place in the border area
between North Korea and China and one Chinese border resident was injured.”
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“The Chinese public security organ is investigating the case,” Hong said, without elaborating further.
According to the reports, it remains unclear whether the bullets were fired from the North Korean
side. The motive for the attack was also unknown.
Officials at the South Korean Embassy in Beijing said they were trying to verify the reports.
(Yonhap)

Chinese ambassador calls for deepening economic ties with N. Korea
A Chinese envoy has urged more Chinese companies to make inroads into the North Korean market, while calling for deepening economic and trade ties with North Korea.
Li Jinjun, China’s ambassador to North Korea, made the remarks on Sept. 22 as he visited an
annual trade fair in Pyongyang, in which about 110 Chinese firms took part, according to the
Chinese Embassy in the North on Sept. 28.
Li urged the Chinese companies to “better understand and enter into the North Korean market.”
The Chinese ambassador also “encouraged them to develop friendly relations between China and
North Korea and deepen bilateral economic and trade cooperation.”
Political relations between North Korea and China remain strained over the North’s defiant pursuit of nuclear weapons and missiles, but China is the North’s economic lifeline.
About 300 companies from 10 nations, including China, Germany, Singapore and Vietnam,
joined the 11th Pyongyang Autumn International Trade Fair, which was held last week, according to
the Chinese Embassy. (Yonhap)

N. Korea claims sanctions hinder development goals
North Korea’s top diplomat has claimed that economic sanctions could hinder development goals
as he accused the United States of harboring a hostile policy against the country.
Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong said in a U.N. summit on Sept. 27 (New York time) that the adoption
of the sustainable development agenda at the U.N. is a meaningful event, but he warned that development goals “will not be attained” if economic sanctions imposed on some countries are left intact.
On Sept. 25, member states of the U.N. adopted a new sustainable development agenda and set
2030 as the target year for achieving the goals that call for, among other things, ending poverty, protecting the planet and providing high-quality education.
The U.S. “persistently tries to suffocate even the sectors of our people’s life by resorting to all
means, proceeding from its inveterate animosity and hostile policy to remove the socialist system”
of North Korea, according to a text of Ri’s speech provided by the U.N.
North Korea has long been under an array of U.S. and international sanctions for its nuclear and
missile programs.
The North could face tightened sanctions if it goes ahead with a long-range rocket launch.
There is speculation that North Korea may launch a long-range rocket in October to mark the
70th anniversary of the founding of the Workers’ Party. (Yonhap)
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U.S. imposes sanctions on 2 N. Korea firms for missile technology proliferation
The United States has imposed sanctions on two North Korean companies for involvement in
missile technology proliferation activities, government records showed on Sept. 30 (Washington
time).
The U.S. government determined on Sept. 11 that the North’s Korea Mining and Development
Corp. and Hesong Trading Corp. engaged in such illicit activities, the State Department said in a
Federal Register notice dated Sept. 24.
It did not provide further details of their illicit activities.
The sanctions, which will be good for two years, call for banning the transfer of controlled items
to the North Korean firms as well as imports of all products produced by them. The two entities will
also be denied all U.S. government contracts.
According to the notice, the same sanctions will be applied to all activities of the North Korean
government that are related to the development or production of missile equipment or affect the
development or production of electronics, space systems or equipment, and military aircraft.
The fresh sanctions came amid concern that North Korea could launch a long-range rocket, possibly around the Oct. 10 anniversary of its ruling Workers Party. Such launches are banned under U.N.
resolutions as they could be used to develop intercontinental ballistic missiles. (Yonhap)

Ban meets N. Korean FM, expresses hope for further dialogue between
Koreas
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed hope for more dialogue and exchanges between
South and North Korea when he met with North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong on Oct. 1
(Washington time), Ban’s office said.
Ban also welcomed August’s inter-Korean deal to defuse a military standoff and a follow-up
agreement to hold reunions of families separated by the Korean War, saying the agreements would
pave the way for greater inter-Korean dialogue, reconciliation and cooperation.
The meeting happened as Ri was in New York for the U.N. General Assembly.
“The secretary-general further hoped that more dialogue and exchanges would contribute to promoting peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula. In this regard, the secretary-general reiterated
his readiness to spare no efforts to support inter-Korean cooperation,” Ban’s office said.
Ban also expressed his appreciation for North Korea’s support for the adoption of the U.N.’s sustainable development goals and reaffirmed the U.N.’s commitment to provide humanitarian assistance to those in need in North Korea, the office said. (Yonhap)

N. Korea, China to kick off annual trade fair on Oct. 15
North Korea and China will launch a joint trade fair on Oct. 15, with some 400 Chinese compa-
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nies expected to attend the annual exhibition, according to Chinese media on Oct. 2.
North Korea and China have jointly held the annual trade fair in October since 2012, but the number of North Korean business entities attending the event last year was about 30 percent less than
2013.
About 100 North Korean business entities will take part in the four-day trade fair, which will be
held in the Chinese border city of Dandong, according to Chinese media reports.
Besides North Korea and China, companies from Hong Kong, Vietnam, Mongolia and Thailand
will join this month’s North Korea-China Economic, Trade, Culture and Tourism Expo.
In the latest sign that Pyongyang and Beijing are trying to increase economic cooperation despite
strained political ties, North Korea and China will launch a border trade zone in Dandong on Oct. 15
when the trade fair opens.
The Guomenwan trade zone in Dandong, where more than 70 percent of bilateral trade between
the two nations is conducted, would cost a total investment of 1 billion yuan (US$157 million),
state-run Xinhua news agency reported in August.
“Residents living within 20 km of the border will be able to exchange commodities at the marketplace with people from the DPRK (North Korea) and enjoy a duty-free policy if they spend less than
8,000 yuan (US$1,250) per day,” the report said. (Yonhap)

Russia won’t recognize N. Korea as nuclear power: Russian deputy FM
Russia said on Oct. 4 (Moscow time) it will not recognize North Korea as a nuclear power, noting
the country is making multi-faceted efforts to resuscitate the six-party talks on ending North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions.
“It is never acceptable for Russia to effectively recognize North Korea’s status as a nuclear possessing country,” Igor Morgulov, Russia’s deputy foreign minister, said in an interview with Yonhap
News Agency, conducted on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Russia’s diplomatic ties with
South Korea this year.
Morgulov is also Russia’s top envoy to the six-party talks which have been dormant since 2008.
The recognition would be incompatible with Russia as one of the founding countries of the NonProliferation Treaty, he said, referring to the treaty the country forged with the U.S. in the late
1960’s to ban growth of new nuclear powers.
While Russia is putting forth various suggestions for the resumption of the six-way denuclearization talks, Morgulov said that “it’s too early to say when it will be resumed.”
As the envoy from a largely North Korean-leaning member of the six-party forum, Morgulov
came to the defense of the North’s motive behind its nuclear weapons development.
“The fundamental cause of the emergence of the North Korean issue should be understood properly,” he said, adding that North Korea had to virtually face hostile military alliances linking the
U.S. to South Korea and Japan all alone. (Yonhap)
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N. Korea estimated to hold 22 nuclear weapons worth of fissile material: ISIS
North Korea is estimated to be holding up to 22 nuclear weapons worth of fissile material, a U.S.
research institute said on Oct. 7 (Washington time).
The Institute for Science and International Security made the estimate in a report, saying that as
of last year the communist nation was believed to be holding up to 34 kilograms of plutonium and
240 kilograms of weapons-grade uranium if Pyongyang has two uranium enrichment plants.
But the estimate could further increase because Pyongyang could extract plutonium from spent
nuclear fuel used in the 5-megawatt nuclear reactor that it restarted in 2013, the institute said.
As part of six-party denuclearization talks, North Korea made a declaration of its past nuclear
activity in 2008. Citing an unidentified source, ISIS said Pyongyang is believed to have reported to
the U.S. at the time that it extracted a total of 37-38 kilograms of plutonium.
In addition, the North is believed to have extracted about eight kilograms of plutonium from spent
fuel it was holding until it froze its nuclear facilities under a six-party deal in 2007.
Of the total, the North is estimated to have used up to 12 kilograms of plutonium in its three
nuclear tests in 2006, 2009 and 2013, leaving the total stockpile at the end of last year at between
30-34 kilograms, the institute said. (Yonhap)

U.S. Pacific commander says N. Korea ‘greatest threat’
The U.S. Pacific commander has said North Korea and its unpredictable leader Kim Jong-un are
his command’s biggest worries as the nation is pursuing nuclear weapons and the means to deliver
them.
“The greatest threat that I face on a day-to-day basis is the threat from North Korea because you
have an unpredictable leader who is in complete command of his country and his military,” Adm.
Harry Harris Jr. said in a meeting with the Military Reporters and Editors Association held on Oct. 9
(Washington time).
The North’s young leader Kim is “on a quest for nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them
intercontinentally” and the regime “poses a very real threat to the 28,000 Americans in South Korea,
the nation of South Korea, Japan, and on and on,” Harris said at the meeting, according to the
Defense Department.
“At some point in the future, as he develops his capability, North Korea will present a very real
threat to Hawaii and the rest of the United States,” the commander said. “Now, I have to be ready
from a position of strength to deal with North Korea, and we are ready to deal ... any time that Kim
Jong-un decides to act.”
Harris said U.S. engagement with treaty allies South Korea and Japan is the foundation for peace
and security in the region. (Yonhap)
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Chinese media scolds netizens who mocked N. Korea’s military parade
A state-run newspaper published by the Chinese Communist Party on Oct. 12 criticized some of
the country’s Internet users for mocking North Korea’s military parade, expressing sympathy over
the North’s isolation despite its defiant pursuit of nuclear weapons.
Thousands of goose-stepping soldiers, ballistic missiles and drones took part in the North Korean
military parade on Saturday celebrating the 70th anniversary of the North’s Workers’ Party.
China made a show of solidarity with North Korea by sending to the parade one of its top officials, Liu Yunshan, who ranks fifth in the Chinese Communist Party hierarchy.
Some posts and comments on Chinese Internet portals and social media platforms were critical of
the North’s military parade in the days following.
Some comments described the military parade as a “circus,” with others criticizing North Korean
soldiers for killing Chinese citizens in border towns, citing a series of robberies and killings by runaway North Korean soldiers. (Yonhap)

U.N. members push for new resolution calling for N. Korea’s referral to
ICC
South Korea, the United States and their like-minded partners have begun drafting a new U.N.
resolution calling for referring the highest official responsible for North Korea’s human rights violations to the International Criminal Court, a high-level diplomatic source said on Oct. 13 (New York
time).
The move comes after the U.N. General Assembly adopted a landmark resolution in 2014 that
calls for the U.N. Security Council to refer North’s human rights abuses to the ICC. The resolution
led to the Security Council adopting the issue as an official agenda item for the first time.
South Korea, the U.S., Britain and Japan have launched fresh efforts to adopt a similar resolution
in 2015, the high-level source at the U.N. told Yonhap News Agency on condition of anonymity.
The new resolution will include the ICC referral part just like the 2014 resolution, the source said.
The countries have also begun collecting views from other U.N. members on what should be
included in the new resolution, the source said.
“ICC referral resolutions that the U.N. has adopted so far usually don’t include the names of those
responsible,” another source said, also speaking on condition of anonymity. “That’s because more
people could be found responsible in the course of the ICC’s investigation.”
But the source stressed that the highest official to be included in the 2015 resolution effectively
means North Korean leader Kim Jong-un.
The new resolution is also expected to include calls for punishment of those responsible for
human rights violations, resolution of abductions and kidnappings while voicing concerns about torture, public executions and other types of human rights abuses in the North, according to the
sources. (Yonhap)
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Inter-Korean Affairs

Almost 700 N. Korean defectors’ whereabouts unknown
South Korea’s Ministry of Unification on Sept. 27 said almost 700 North Korean defectors’
whereabouts are unknown, casting concerns over the country’s settlement support system.
The ministry said it has failed to locate 688 North Korean defectors, which accounts for 2.6 percent of the 26,000 defectors in South Korea, with 664 of them currently presumed to be overseas.
The ministry’s data also showed the number of North Korean defectors seeking to resettle in
another country came to 22 this year, up from 15 last year.
There are also 22 imprisoned defectors, while 14 others are dead or defected back to the North.
“South Korea needs to provide customized support and social integration programs for North
Korean defectors who crossed the border for freedom and abundance,” Rep. Won Hye-young of the
main opposition party said. (Yonhap)

S. Korea cautious over modified N.K. ballistic missile
South Korea’s military said on Oct. 11 it is too early to judge whether North Korea’s modified
intercontinental ballistic missiles could carry a nuclear warhead.
On Oct. 10, North Korea displayed KN-08 ICBMs with round warheads in a massive military
parade marking the 70th founding anniversary of its ruling Workers’ Party. Previous displays of the
missiles showed them with pointed warheads.
The KN-08 is known to have a range of some 12,000 kilometers, which make it capable of striking the U.S. mainland.
“We are conducting a technical analysis of the KN-08 North Korea unveiled yesterday,” a military official said on condition of anonymity. “It’s still hard to determine whether they can be fitted
with a nuclear warhead.”
The official also expressed uncertainty about whether the KN-08 missiles displayed in the Oct. 10
parade were real.
Broadcasting the parade live, North Korea’s state television claimed the KN-08 missiles were fitted with miniaturized nuclear warheads.
South Korean military officials also said they are paying close attention to the North’s new display of a 300-millimeter multiple rocket launcher.
“It’s a copy of a Chinese multiple rocket launcher, which is in the last stage of development,” said
another official who spoke on the condition of anonymity. “We believe it has a maximum range of
around 140 kilometers.”
The headquarters of South Korea’s Army, Navy and Air Force are located some 200 kilometers
south of North Korea’s border city of Kaesong, putting them safely beyond the rocket launcher’s
range.
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However, the North could extend its range in the future as it has been conducting numerous tests
to that end. (Yonhap)

Koreas to display relics excavated via joint project
South and North Korean historians plan to display relics which have been found through a joint
project to excavate an ancient palace site in the North’s border city of Kaesong, the Unification
Ministry said on Oct. 8.
Since June, the two Koreas have been running a six-month project to excavate the site of
Manwoldae, a Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392) palace in Kaesong, which was registered as a world cultural heritage in 2013.
The ministry said that the two Koreas plan to put around 100 pieces of uncovered artifacts on display at museums in Seoul and Kaesong, starting from mid-October until mid-November.
It will mark the first time that South and North Korea will jointly hold an exhibition on relics
which were excavated through the two sides’ project.
South Korea is seeking to promote civilian inter-Korean exchanges as this year marks the 70th
anniversary of Korea’s liberation from Japan’s 1910-45 colonial rule.
The government earlier decided to provide 276 million won (US$238,000) in assistance for the
project in line with efforts to promote inter-Korean social and cultural exchanges.
The Manwoldae project began in 2007, but suffered setbacks in 2011 amid drawn-out stand-offs
between the two Koreas. (Yonhap)

Koreas’ labor unions settle on schedule for football competition in
Pyongyang
Labor unions of the two Koreas have settled on the schedule for a friendly football competition in
Pyongyang, officials in Seoul said on Oct. 12.
The football event for labor workers from the Koreas will take place from Oct. 28 to 31 in the
North Korean capital, officials from the Federation of Korean Trade Unions and the Korean
Confederation of Trade Unions said.
The dates were agreed upon at a working-level meeting in Kaesong, north of the border, between
the two sides.
Workers from the two sides previously had friendly football matches in 1999 and 2007.
The South Korean and North Korean labor unions had agreed in principle on Sept. 30 to play
football together and promote cross-border exchanges in the private sector, but they were unable to
decide on the dates and the size of the competition at the time.
A South Korean government official hinted it may approve the South Korean workers’ visit to
Pyongyang for the occasion.
“We will review the proposal for the event once they’re submitted by the two unions here,” the
official said. “If it’s purely a sporting event, their trip will likely be approved.” (Yonhap)
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N. Korea releases dam water before key anniversary
North Korea released dam water near the central part of the inter-Korean border last week apparently to secure power for celebrations of a key anniversary, causing South Korean fishermen below
the border to flee the region, officials here said on Oct. 14.
North Korea released water from the Hwanggang Dam on the Imjin River on the morning of Oct.
7, three days before it marked the 70th founding anniversary of its ruling Workers’ Party with a
massive military parade through Pyongyang.
Water levels at Gunnam Dam below the border rose from 23.15 meters to 23.66 meters before
falling back on Monday, according to the officials at the South Korean border county of Yeoncheon
and the country’s state-run water resources company K-Water.
On Oct. 13, water levels rose again to 23.55 meters. As of Oct. 14 morning, the water level was
measured at 23.45 meters.
North Korea did not inform the South in advance of the water discharge, but no damage has been
reported.
Officials here said they evacuated people who were fishing on the river.
“It appears that the North released dam water to secure power as they prepared to celebrate the
70th founding anniversary of the Workers’ Party,” said one official who spoke on condition of
anonymity (Yonhap)

Two Koreas expanding civilian ties: top official
Civilian exchanges between South and North Korea are expanding rapidly as Pyongyang has shown
some indications of a positive shift in its policy direction, a top official in Seoul said on Oct. 15.
Vice Unification Minister Hwang Boo-gi held out expectations that inter-Korean ties in the civilian sector will soon return to levels experienced in the early months of the previous government.
The Lee Myung-bak administration’s drive for improved relations with North Korea came to a
halt when a South Korean woman was killed by a North Korean soldier while she was visiting
Mount. Kumgang in July 2008.
Speaking at a forum in Seoul, Hwang cited the Aug. 25 inter-Korean deal as a turning point. The
two Koreas managed to end a military crisis with the agreement reached at rare high-level talks.
The North initially wanted to talk selectively about issues of its own concern but “currently, the
field (of exchanges) has expanded to religion, sports, and culture,” according to the number two
official in the ministry handling daily inter-Korean affairs.
“Several (South Korean) teams are now visiting North Korea in connection with inter-Korean
exchange,” said Hwang. “I think North Korea is making the right choice in a sense.”
The North’s negative view of the South’s humanitarian aid has subsided to some extent, he added.
“According to the analysis of North Korean media’s reports, Kim made a lot of public activities
related to the military at an early stage. Of late, however, more than half of his activities are associated with the economy,” Hwang pointed out. (Yonhap)
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PEOPLE
Kim Jong-un : Supreme Commander of the (North) Korean People’s Army (KPA), First Secretary of the
Workers’ Party of (North) Korea (WPK), First Chairman of the National Defense
Commission (NDC)
Sept. 18
25
Oct. 1
3
4
7
9
10
22

gives field guidance to the recovery drive for Rason City, which was hit by a flood.
inspects the Changgwang Shop built on Mirae Scientists Street under construction.
provides field guidance to the Jongsong Pharmaceutical General Factory.
makes a speech at the inauguration ceremony of the Paektusan Hero Youth Power Station.
publishes his work “The Cause of the Great Party of Comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il
Is Ever-Victorious” on the occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
visits far-flung Paekhak-dong in Sonbong District of Rason City, a village newly built as a
fairyland of miracle, on the occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
receives a message of greeting from Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China (CPC).
makes a speech at the military parade and public procession of Pyongyang citizens held in
celebration of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the WPK.
tours a commodity show presented by the munitions industry, which displays more than
1,800 kinds of daily necessities that are produced at munitions industrial establishments.

Kim Yong-nam: President of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA)
Sept. 16 sends a message of greeting to Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto on the occasion of the
205th anniversary of its independence.
20 sends a message of greeting to Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, president of Malta, on the occasion of its independence day.
21 has a talk with Indian Ambassador to North Korea Ajay Kumar Sharma, who paid a farewell
call on him at the Mansudae Assembly Hall.
22 receives credentials from Dolana Msimang, the South African ambassador to North Korea, at
the Mansudae Assembly Hall.
Oct. 2 sends a message of greeting to Alpha Conde, president of Guinea, on the occasion of the
57th anniversary of its independence.
3 sends a message of greeting to Joachim Gauck, president of Germany, on the occasion of its
national day.
11 has talks with a delegation from the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and a delegation from
the Communist Party of Vietnam at the Mansudae Assembly Hall.
12 has a talk with a Cuban party and government delegation led by Salvador Antonio Valdes
Mesa, member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba
and vice-president of the Council of State of Cuba.
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Pak Pong-ju: Premier
Sept. 17 sends a congratulatory message to Sherif Ismail upon his appointment as prime minister of
Egypt.
25 makes a field survey of farming in Sinchon, Anak and Unchon counties of South Hwanghae
Province.
25 sends a congratulatory message to Alexis Tsipras upon his re-election as prime minister of
Greece.

CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW
(Local Events)
Sept. 17 A meeting of proud children takes place at the Pyongyang Schoolchildren’s Palace on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary of North Korea’s accession to the U.N. convention on children’s rights.
17 The April 25 Sports team wins the Torch Cup men’s premium soccer league with a record of
three wins and three draws.
19 The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) says the 8th Pyongyang Musical Instruments
Exhibition recently took place at the Pyongyang International House of Culture.
19 North Korean players Jong Kum-hwa and Pyon Yun-ae grabbed a gold medal at the 9th
Asian Acrobatic Gymnastic Championship held in China from Sept. 17 to 19.
19 The April 25 Sports Team wins the women’s premier soccer league beating the Pyongyang
Sports Team 2:1.
23 A two-day national scientific and technological presentation in the field of coal industry
opens at the Chongsong Youth Coal Mine in North Phyongan Province.
25 The KCNA says the Presidium of the SPA decided to give a special bonus worth 100 percent of
monthly rated salaries to all the service personnel, working people and those who receive pensions, subsidies and scholarships on the occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
24 A photo exhibition of architecture and portraits opens at the Chollima Hall of Culture under
the co-sponsorship of the Korean Cities Federation and the Koryo Studio.
26 The KCNA says statues of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s father, Kim Jong-il, and his
grandfather, Kim Il-sung, were erected in Hyesang City, Ryanggang Province.
Oct. 1 A national seminar to glorify the feats of the party building and traditions made by President
Kim Il-sung, leader Kim Jong-il and Marshal Kim Jong-un takes place at the People’s Palace
of Culture.
1 Various sports and cultural events take place in different parts of North Korea to mark the
International Day of Elders.
3 An event takes place at the Mausoleum of King Tangun in Kangdong County, Pyongyang, to
mark the Foundation Day of Korea.
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5 The KCNA says multiple-launch rocket systems “Nyomaeng-ho” were presented to units of the
Korean People’s Army (KPA) on the occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
5 A national photo exhibition opens to celebrate the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
5 The Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly decides to institute a medal marking the
construction of the Paektusan Hero Youth Power Station.
5 Renovated Sosan Hotel in the sports village of Chongchun Street in Pyongyang opens on the
occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
5 Mujigae, a boat with various service facilities like restaurants and shops, is inaugurated on
the Taedong River. At least 1,230 guests can cruise on the picturesque Taedong River at a
time, being served Korean and world famous dishes.
6 A celebration meeting of workers and members of the General Federation of Trade Unions
of Korea (GFTUK) took place at the Central Hall of Workers on the occasion of the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the WPK.
6 Agricultural workers across the country have a peasants’ dancing party “Hurrah for the
Workers’ Party Resounding in Socialist Cooperative Fields!” in Chongsan-ri, Kangso
District Tuesday on the occasion of the 70th founding anniversary of the Workers’ Party of
Korea (WPK).
6 A national book exhibition for celebrating the 70th founding anniversary of the Workers’
Party of Korea opens with due ceremony at the Grand People’s Study House.
6 A national industrial art exhibition opens to celebrate the 70th founding anniversary of the
WPK.
7 The Central Committee and the Central Military Commission of the WPK, the National
Defense Commission, the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly and the Cabinet
send a joint congratulatory message to Kim Jong-un.
8 North Korea decides to set up the Kyongwon Economic Development Zone in Ryudasom-ri,
Kyongwon County, North Hamgyong Province.
8 The KCNA releases a report on the achievements made in building a thriving nation on the
occasion of the 70th anniversary of the WPK.
9 A national meeting takes place in Pyongyang to mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of
the WPK.
10 A military parade and mass demonstration are held at Kim Il Sung Square in celebration of
the WPK anniversary.
10 A torchlight procession of young vanguard “Young People, Forward toward Great Party!” is
held in Pyongyang in the evening of the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
10 Senior state and army officials visit the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun on the 70th founding
anniversary of the WPK.
11 The Chongbong Band premieres at the People’s Theatre in Mansudae area.
11 A joint art performance of the State Merited Chorus and the Moranbong Band is given at
Ryugyong Jong Ju Yong Gymnasium to mark the 70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
14 The Central Information and Communications Center in North Korea marks its 70th founding anniversary.
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Sept. 18 The KCNA claims it is North Korea’s sovereign right to put a satellite built with its indigenous efforts and technology into space.
19 Minju Joson, the North’s cabinet newspaper, accuses the U.S. and South Korean authorities
for infringing upon North Korea’s sovereignty regarding the North’s plan to launch a satellite.
19 The 46th meeting of the Executive Committee of the East Asian Football Federation (EAFF)
takes place in Pyongyang.
20 A spokesman for the North’s Measure Council for Human Rights in South Korea denounces
the South Korean authorities for trying to railroad the “bill on human rights in the north”
through the National Assembly.
20 The 11th Pyongyang Autumn International Trade Fair opens at the Three-Revolution
Exhibition House in Pyongyang.
23 North Korean foreign ministry rejects the experts’ meeting of the United Nations on North
Korea’s human rights and claims the meeting is aimed at “change of social system” and
“replacement of regime”.
23 The North Korean Red Cross Society demands immediate halt to moves in South Korea to
enact “Law on Human Rights in North”
23 A North Korean delegation led by Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong arrives in New York to participate in the 70th U.N. General Assembly.
24 The Secretariat of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of (North) Korea (CPRK)
denounces South Korea’s plan to set up a special warfare commander to strike the North’s
nuclear facilities as a “foolish self-destructive act.”
25 North Korea calls for the repatriation of its citizen, Kim Ryon-hui, who claims she was
forcibly taken to South Korea by a broker who helps North Korean refugees enter the South.
26 North Korea says South Korea should stop sending leaflets criticizing the current North
Korean regime into the North, maintaining that it chills inter-Korean relations.
28 Rodong Sinmun says no one can infringe upon North Korea’s exercise of independent rights
such as launching satellites or taking measures to bolster its nuclear deterrence.
29 A CPRK spokesman lashes out at the remarks made by South Korean President Park Geunhye calling for the North to abandon its nuclear ambition and open up to the world at the
70th session of the U.N. General Assembly.
30 The KCNA says North Korea will join in the implementation of the “Post-2015
Development Agenda” aimed at eliminating poverty throughout the world and accomplishing sustained development.
Oct. 1 Rodong Sinmun calls for repeal of South Korea-U.S. mutual defense treaty.
1 North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong urges to change Korean armistice agreement into
a peace treaty in his speech at the 70th session of the U.N. General Assembly.
1 Minju Joson, claims South Korean President Park Geun-hye’s remarks on North Korea’s
nuclear programs at a recent U.N. General Assembly “an outright provocation against the
dialogue partner and a confrontational scenario for derailing the hard-won phase of stability
between the North and the South.”
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2 Rodong Sinmun claims the North-South relations can never be mended nor dialogue and
cooperation can properly take place as long as the South Korean ruling forces are allowed to
kick up the anti-North Korea “human rights” racket.
5 North Korea deports Joo Won-moon, a South Korean student of New York University, via
Panmunjom after six months of detention.
10 AP President Gary Pruitt arrives in Pyongyang to attend the AP photo exhibit marking the
70th founding anniversary of the WPK.
10 Talks between the delegations of the WPK and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
(LPRP) are held in Pyongyang.
11 A delegation of the Communist Party of China led by Liu Yunshan visits the Kumsusan
Palace of the Sun.
13 Talks between Ri Ryong-nam, North Korea’s minister of External Economic Relations, and
Alexandr Galushka, minister of the Development of Far East of Russia, are held at the
Mansudae Assembly Hall.
13 Talks between delegations of the WPK and the United Russia Party (URP) are held in
Pyongyang.
14 North Korea’s Vice-Premier Ro Tu-chol had a talk with a Russian government delegation
led by Alexandr Galushka, minister of the Development of Far East, at the Mansudae
Assembly Hall.
14 Kim Chol-nam is appointed as North Korea’s ambassador to Singapore, according to a
decree of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly.
14 Minutes of the talks between the co-chairmen of the North Korea-Russia Inter-governmental
Committee for Cooperation of Trade, Economy, Science and Technology are signed in
Pyongyang.
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