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North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is likely to visit Russia in May in
what would be his first trip abroad since taking power in late 2011.
His trip, if realized, would give the world a rare chance to see him on

the international stage. 
Russia has invited many world leaders -- including Kim and the presidents

of China and South Korea -- to a ceremony in Moscow on May 9 to celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the Soviet victory over Nazi Germany in World War
II. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Jan. 28 that Moscow
received a positive signal from Pyongyang over the invitation of Kim. 

The selection of Moscow for his first overseas trip would be a strong indi-
cation of the direction Kim wants to take his country, according to analysts. It
would also provide the outside world with a rare look at the young North
Korean leader who is revered at the center of an intense personality cult at
home.

The North has recently turned to Russia in search of a breakthrough in its
isolation, deepened by its adherence to nuclear programs and dire human
rights record. After Russia was isolated internationally following its military
incursions in Ukraine last year, its relations with North Korea notably
improved. 

In the three years since he assumed power, Kim has shown a style of lead-
ership devotedly in line with the policies of his father, Kim Jong-il, and
adhered to military-first politics. The communist country has openly and
repeatedly stressed it will simultaneously pursue economic development and a
nuclear program.

Kim Jong-un signaled a change in his leadership style and a deviation from
his hermit-like predecessors when he said in a New Year’s address on Jan. 1
that he would “proactively” expand and develop diplomatic relations while
maintaining the nation’s dignity and interests. 

North Korea is seeking to deepen both diplomatic and economic ties with
Russia at a time when its political relationship with China remains frosty amid

Kim Jong-un’s Diplomatic Debut?
If Kim travels to Moscow, it would provide the outside world with a rare look at
the young leader revered at the center of an intense personality cult at home.

■ By Lee Kwang-ho
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international pressure over its nuclear ambi-
tions and dismal human rights record. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is also
eager to bolster ties with North Korea in an
apparent move against America’s pivot to
Asia. 

Initially, Putin invited Kim to attend the cer-
emony during a meeting with Kim’s special
envoy, Vice Marshal Choe Ryong-hae, in
November.

Speaking at a press conference after meet-
ing Choe on Nov. 20, Russian Foreign
Minister Lavrov said the meeting showed that
“Russia is prepared to have contact at various
levels with North Korea, including meetings at
the highest level, at a time agreed upon by
both sides.” Lavrov’s comments raised the
possibility that Kim Jong-un’s first summit
may be with Russian President Putin. 

If a summit does take place, China may also
try to mend ties with North Korea after falling
out in recent years. The North’s positive
stance over Russia’s invitation of Kim appears
aimed at prompting China to try to move
toward warmer relations with Pyongyang,
diplomatic sources said. Kim Jong-un’s prede-
cessors have never chosen Russia over China
as their first destination for an overseas trip. 

Russia’s War Victory Ceremony

Moscow also supported Pyongyang’s posi-
tion for resuming the bogged-down six-party
talks on the nuclear issue. However, Russia
has made no secret of its determination not to
tolerate a nuclear-armed North, because it
shares the interests of other nuclear-armed
countries, including the United States, in
maintaining the nuclear nonproliferation
treaty. 

Since 1995, Russia has hosted large-scale
celebrations on May 9 each decade to mark
the end of World War II, which it uses as an
opportunity to bring world leaders together. 

In 2005, 53 nations were invited to mark the
anniversary in Moscow that year and leaders
in attendance included then South Korean
President Roh Moo-hyun, then Chinese
President Hu Jintao and then Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi. Former North
Korean leader Kim Jong-il was not present. 

South Korean officials took note of the
Kremlin’s revelation but they were still cau-
tious about whether Kim will actually appear
at the Moscow ceremony. 

They did not rule out the possibility that
North Korea may send Kim Yong-nam, presi-
dent of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s
Assembly and the North’s nominal head of
state, to Russia. “When you refer to North
Korea’s leader, it’s ambiguous at times. Under
the North’s Constitution, Kim Yong-nam rep-
resents the socialist country in external rela-
tions,” a South Korean unification ministry
official said. 

Still, questions remain over whether Kim
would choose Russia, not China, as his first
destination for a foreign trip. Senior Chinese
diplomats have privately acknowledged a
growing need to improve the relationship with
North Korea in the wake of closer ties
between North Korea and Russia.

China is North Korea’s main economic
benefactor, but political ties between the allies
remain strained, particularly after the North’s
third nuclear test in early 2013. Their ties have
also grown increasingly strained since Kim
executed the second-most powerful man in the
country, his uncle, Jang Song-thaek, in late
2013. 
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Chinese President Xi Jinping paid a state
visit to South Korea last year, breaking a long-
standing tradition by Chinese heads of state of
visiting Pyongyang before Seoul. The princi-
ple of North Korea-China relations, endorsed
by the North’s late leader, Kim Jong-il, and
then Chinese President Jiang Zemin in 2001,
had not been seen in China’s official state-
ments over the past year. 

Xi’s participation in the Moscow event in
May would likely become an awkward situa-
tion. “If Kim visits Russia and attends the cer-
emony, it would be an odd situation where
Kim and Xi sit together at the table set by
Putin. China would feel uncomfortable with
such a situation,” a diplomatic source said. 

“The most obvious reason for North Korea
to reach out to Russia is to move away from
overdependence on China,” Georgy Toloraya,
director of Korean programs at the Institute of
Economy at the Russian Academy of
Sciences, wrote on 38 North, a website devot-
ed to analysis of North Korea. “The state of
Russia-North Korean relations is now
approaching the possibility of discussing
many projects, especially economic projects.” 

However, China sounded positive about
Kim’s possible visit to Russia, with the
Chinese foreign ministry saying, “Such
exchanges between North Korea and Russia
will contribute to the peace and stability of the
region.”

In the latest sign that China seeks to mend
fences with North Korea, Beijing publicly
confirmed in early January that it sent a rare
message of best wishes for the birthday of
Kim. 

China’s foreign ministry spokesman, Hong
Lei, said Beijing will “move forward” to
warmer relations with North Korea based on

the principle of “traditional friendship and
cooperation with North Korea in keeping with
the principles of carrying on the tradition.” 

Kim’s Debut at Bandung?

But it is too early to say whether Kim Jong-
un’s diplomatic debut will take place in
Moscow. There is speculation that Kim may
debut on the international diplomatic scene in
Indonesia this spring. 

South Korean officials raised the possibility
that Kim will head first to Indonesia for the
Asian-African Conference, or the Bandung
Conference, in April. If Kim does so, it would
be his debut on the international diplomatic
scene as the isolated nation’s leader. 

Indonesia’s Kompas news agency reported
on Jan. 27 that Mochamad Ridwan Kamil, the
mayor of Bandung, where the conference is
held, said that world leaders, “including Kim
Jong-un, plan to attend the 60th anniversary
ceremony of the Bandung Conference.” Kamil
added, “If Bandung becomes the destination of
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s first over-
seas visit, Bandung will once again go down
in history.”

An Asia-Africa Summit will be held in
Jakarta on April 22 and 23 and celebrate the
60th anniversary of the Bandung Conference.
The Indonesian government is expected to
send invitations to the leaders of the two
Koreas and other related countries.

The communist North apparently makes
much of the Bandung Conference, from which
the nonaligned movement emerged. Pyongyang
has often sought to use it for diplomatic cam-
paigns. 

The North’s founding leader, Kim Il-sung,
joined a 1965 ceremony to mark the 10th
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anniversary of the birth of the conference. The
late leader Kim Jong-il accompanied him.
“For Kim Jong-un, who models himself after
Kim Il-sung, the Bandung meeting will be a
noteworthy diplomatic schedule,” a South
Korean government source said

Traditionally, North Korea and Indonesia
have maintained cooperative relations. The
history of the two countries’ relations goes
back to 1964, when Indonesia’s founding
President Sukarno visited North Korea. 

Then North Korean leader Kim Il-sung paid
a return visit the next year for the 10th
anniversary of the nonaligned Bandung
Conference. Since then, the two countries
have further strengthened their relationship
when then Indonesian President Megawati
Sukarnoputri visited the North in 2006 and
met Kim Jong-il. 

The first large-scale Asian-African or Afro-
Asian Conference was a meeting of Asian and
African states, most of which were newly
independent, which took place on April 18-24,
1955, in Bandung, Indonesia. The 25 countries
that participated in the Bandung Conference
represented nearly one-quarter of the Earth’s
land surface and a total population of 1.5 bil-
lion people at that time.

The conference’s stated aims were to pro-
mote Afro-Asian economic and cultural coop-
eration and to oppose colonialism or neocolo-
nialism by any nation. The conference was an
important step toward the Non-Aligned
Movement. The conference reflected what the
organizers regarded as reluctance by Western
powers to consult with them on decisions
affecting Asia in a setting of Cold War ten-
sions.

Sukarno, the first president of Indonesia,
portrayed himself as the leader of this group of

states, naming it NEFOS (Newly Emerging
Forces). The conference was followed by the
Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Conference in
Cairo in September 1957 and the Belgrade
Conference in 1961, which led to the estab-
lishment of the Non-Aligned Movement. In
later years, conflicts between the nonaligned
nations eroded the solidarity expressed at
Bandung.

If Kim Jong-un and Chinese President Xi
Jinping both attend the Bandung conference,
the two leaders would likely hold a Sino-North
Korean summit before Kim’s visit to Moscow
in May. South Korea has participated in the
Asia-Africa Conference. In 2005, then South
Korean Prime Minister Lee Hai-chan attended
the meeting, where he met with North Korea’s
ceremonial head, Kim Yong-nam.

Whether Kim will enter the diplomatic spot-
light or be treated as an outcast by other
national leaders is up to Kim’s behavior, and
how his regime does in the run-up to his first
trip abroad, analysts said. That is because the

This file photo, taken on Nov. 18, 2014, shows Choe Ryong-
hae (R) meeting Russian President Vladimir Putin as a spe-
cial envoy of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un at the
Kremlin in Moscow. (KCNA-Yonhap)
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current regional atmosphere can hardly be
more disadvantageous for Kim. 

Since taking the helm of the impoverished
country more than three years ago, Kim is
regarded to have successfully solidified his
grip on power, and even improved its dire eco-
nomic situation a bit. 

Overseas, however, North Korea’s pariah
status has increased amid its tug-of-war with
the United States over the release of the film
“The Interview” and allegations that it was
responsible for a hacking attack on Sony
Entertainment, which made the movie.

Most unbearable for the communist regime
and its inexperienced leader might be the unre-
lenting pressure from its archenemy, America.
U.S. President Barack Obama hinted that his
administration would resort to “cyberwar”
instead of military options, in forcing the iso-
lated regime to collapse under the power of an
awakened population through the Internet and
other means of delivering information. 

President Park’s Diplomatic Schedule

Under the situation, what’s certain for Kim
and his coterie is the need for them to improve
relations with the North’s two nearest neigh-
bors -- South Korea and China -- to both ease
the U.S. pressure and effectively play its
Russian diplomatic card.

But observers said that nothing would be
more awkward for the North Korean leader to
meet South Korean President Park Geun-hye
and Chinese President Xi Jinping -- assuming
that the two leaders also accept Russia’s invi-
tation and visit Moscow -- for the first time in
the Russian capital, as Pyongyang’s relation-
ship with Seoul and Beijing is at one of its
lowest points. 

South Korea’s presidential office Cheong
Wa Dae has reportedly yet to decide whether
to accept Russia’s invitation. Some lawmakers
in Seoul insist that Park should visit Moscow
to conduct what she describes as “unification
diplomacy,” even if many Western leaders,
including Obama, are likely to avoid the com-
memorative event because of Russia’s inter-
vention in the Ukrainian conflict.

North Korea watchers in Seoul also said
that Park needs to practice what she preached
during her New Year’s address, when she said
that Seoul would push ahead with inter-
Korean rapprochement despite friction
between Washington and Pyongyang. 

They said the foreign ministry must make
perfect preparations to prevent the South
Korean leader from being a stalking horse in
the Moscow-Pyongyang show of socialist
alliance. This year, the two Koreas mark the
70th anniversary of the division of the penin-
sula following its liberation from Japan’s 35-
year colonial rule. 

A North Korea analyst said that President
Park may also be eager to visit Russia to break
the deadlock with the North, but the absence
of U.S. President Obama is a sticking point for
a possible Moscow trip.

The U.S. has hinted that Park should not
attend either. A senior White House official
said Feb. 9 that U.S. allies should join in the
U.S.-led sanctions against Russia. “In terms of
our allies around the world, I think the key
point we’ve made is that it’s important for the
world to speak with one voice on behalf of the
principle of respect for sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and the notion that bigger
nations should not be able to bully smaller
ones, to redraw maps,” Deputy National
Security Adviser Ben Rhodes told reporters in
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Washington.
He continued, “So it is

important, I think, for all
countries to be speaking with
one voice on behalf of those
international principles.
“There is a rule, I think, for
every country to speak up for
those basic principles.”

In this situation, North
Korea made an attempt to
purchase advanced fighter
jets from Russia by sending
a special envoy last year. A
senior South Korean military
official said on Jan. 8, “Choe
Ryong-hae, who visited
Moscow as a special envoy of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un in November, asked
Russian President Putin to provide Sukhoi Su-
35 fighter jets.”

“The North produces many weapons sys-
tems domestically, but it appears to have
sought Russia’s help because building fighter
jets requires more complex technologies,” said
the official. “But because of international
sanctions imposed on the North, Russia won’t
likely sell it readily.” 

It is unknown how many jets the North
attempted to acquire. During Choe’s visit to
Russia, his delegation visited Khabarovsk in
the Far East, where a major factory producing
Sukhoi jets is located. 

It is not the first time the North asked for
Russia’s support to upgrade its fighting capa-
bilities in the skies. The late leader Kim Jong-
il reportedly sought to acquire advanced fight-
er jets from Russia when he visited the coun-
try in 2011. 

North Korea operates a fleet of aging and

obsolete Soviet and Chinese aircraft. The
North Korean air force is comprised of Soviet
MiG fighters and some early versions of the
Sukhoi jets, which are hardly a match for the
warplanes of the South and the U.S. 7th Air
Force based in South Korea. 

There is also news on China’s provision of
aviation fuel. After a yearlong halt in provid-
ing aviation fuel to North Korea, China
resumed its supplies at the end of last year,
said a high-ranking South Korean government
official. The move was seen as a Chinese
effort to restore relations with North Korea. 

“Last year, Beijing provided Pyongyang a
considerable amount of oil for free without
listing it in North Korean and Chinese trade
records,” the official said, adding, “Then, near
the end of the year, China provided 80,000
tons of air fuel all at once.” 

China’s sudden supply of aviation fuel also
enabled the North Korean army to resume air
drills it had been delaying. As soon as the sup-
ply was resumed, flights resumed and the

In this Yonhap file photo, taken on Nov. 13, 2013, South Korean President Park
Geun-hye (R) meets with her visiting Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, at the
presidential office Cheong Wa Dae in Seoul. The talks were the second of their kind,
following one in Moscow just about two months ago. (Yonhap)
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North Korean leader has been regularly visit-
ing air force units.

Analysts in the South say that after the
process of taming Pyongyang, China might be
entering a period of placating the North. It is
likely that China is in the process of restoring
relations with North Korea. 

N. Korea’s Pro-Russian Policy

North Korea is also busy pursuing a pro-
Russian policy, having conducted a trial run of
the Rajin-Khasan project, which includes the
construction of a 54-kilometer railway from
the Russian city of Khasan to the North
Korean port of Rajin and the opening of a new
trans-shipment terminal. 

Moreover, Russia and North Korea also
have high hopes for Victory, a joint project
with $25 billion worth of investments that will
modernize North Korea’s railways over the
next 20 years, and North Korea’s participation
in development projects promoted by Russia.
Victory is a project that aims to sell the rights
to develop North Korea’s abundant under-
ground resources to Russian businesses so that
the North can modernize its railways with the
takeaway from the sale. 

The joint projects with Russia will certainly
help to reduce North Korea’s economic
reliance on China in the long run. However,
Russia cannot become North Korea’s econom-
ic patron or the largest trading partner in place
of China. This is clear from the fact that
Russia and North Korea aim to achieve a trade
volume of $1 billion by 2020, which is less
than one-sixth of the $6.6 billion achieved by
China and North Korea in 2013. 

Moreover, the Russian economy is in crisis
now. It suffers from plummeting oil prices, the

dwindling value of the ruble and sanctions
from Western countries. International oil
prices dropped to $80 per barrel from $110 in
2014, and the value of the ruble dropped 40
percent. Russia is on the verge of a financial
crisis. 

The environment surrounding the reclusive
North Korea is not favorable. South Korea and
the United States threw strong punches at the
North by holding joint military drills and
deliberating a plan to deploy a Terminal High-
Altitude Area Defense missile system. Russia,
however, cannot sit idly by with folded arms. 

Some North Korea watchers say that
President Park needs to decide to travel to
Russia because her potential meeting with the
North Korean leader will help her break
through current diplomatic difficulties. 

South Korean Foreign Minister Yun Byung-
se met with his Russian counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov, on Feb. 8, on the sidelines of the
Munich Security Conference, and Lavrov
expressed the hope that Park would visit for the
70th anniversary of the end of World War II in
Europe, according to Seoul’s foreign ministry. 

Yun responded that Seoul has been reflect-
ing on the invitation comprehensively, it
added. “President Park’s attendance will be
decided at the very last phase in the run-up to
the ceremony,” Yun told reporters there. 

Despite the opportunity, President Park is
not likely to easily commit to the trip because
the U.S. president is unlikely to travel to
Russia. “As Washington is not on good terms
with Moscow due to the latter’s annexation of
the Crimean peninsula from Ukraine, Park
may have to consider the situation behind the
South Korea-U.S. alliance,” said an analyst.
“In addition, the U.S. probably does not want
the South to get closer to Russia.” (Yonhap) 
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Yonhap Interview

N. Korea’s Kim May Not Visit China if No Progress in Denuclearization 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
may not be able to visit China on
his first foreign trip if there is no
progress in diplomatic efforts to per-
suade the North to give up its
nuclear ambitions, South Korea’s
ambassador to China said on Feb.
11. 

Amb. Kwon Young-se was also
cautious when talking about the
possibil i ty of a visit by Kim to
Russia in May, saying it is too early
to conclude that Kim’s trip to Russia
would take place. 

Kim took the helm of the authori-
tarian state in late 2011 after his
father, Kim Jong-il, died. China is
North Korea’s ideological ally and economic lifeline, but their political ties remain strained, particu-
larly after the North’s third nuclear test in early 2013. 

Russia has said that Kim would be among those attending the May 9th ceremony marking the
70th anniversary of the Soviet victory over Nazi Germany in World War II.

“I believe that a visit by Kim Jong-un to China is connected to the issue of denuclearization,”
Kwon told Yonhap News Agency in an interview in Beijing. 

“From the perspective of China, there is a clear aspect that it would be burdensome to conduct a
highest-level exchange with North Korea at a time when North Korea shows no progress in the
nuclear issue,” Kwon said. 

Asked about the possibility of Kim’s visit to Russia in May, Kwon replied, “No one can speak con-
clusively.” 

Analysts say North Korea won’t give up its nuclear weapons program because it would prolong
the Kim regime and help obtain political and economic benefits from the international community. 

With China cold-shouldering the nuclear policy of North Korea, Pyongyang is seeking to deepen
both diplomatic and economic ties with Russia. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who has been under intense pressure over the conflict in
Ukraine, is also eager to bolster ties with North Korea in an apparent effort against America’s pivot
to Asia. 

Kwon said China is “firmly committed” to achieving the goal of denuclearizing North Korea. 
“As for North Korea’s nuclear issue, South Korea and China have been in close communication,”

Kwon said. (Yonhap)  

Kwon Young-se, South Korea’s ambassador to China, speaks during
an interview with Yonhap News Agency at the South Korean Embassy
in Beijing on Feb. 11. (Yonhap)
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Seoul’s Flexibility on N.K. Sanctions
“South Korea is prepared to roll back a set of sanctions on North Korea if con-
ditions are met through dialogue,” Seoul’s unification minister said. 

■ By Kim Tae-shik

South Korea’s top unification policymaker has indicated the possible removal of a set of com-
prehensive sanctions against North Korea, saying that the dialogue between the two Koreas
could be an occasion for the removal of the sanctions, which North Korea has persistently

demanded.
“South Korea is prepared to roll back a set of sanctions on North Korea if conditions are met

through dialogue,” Unification Minister Ryoo Kihl-jae said in a Seoul forum on Feb. 6. “Once talks
are held between the South and the North, I believe it can serve as a chance for lifting the May 24th
Measure,” he said. Ryoo said his government has already completed a relevant “study” about the 5-
year-old measure.

His remarks indicated the Park Geun-hye administration is flexible about the sanctions imposed
by the previous government of Lee Myung-bak. It is the first time that a unification minister openly
indicated the possibility of the removal of the May 24th Measure.

The May 24th Measure is a key punishment against the communist nation for its 2010 torpedo
attack on a South Korean naval ship, the Cheonan, which killed 46 sailors.

It has effectively suspended all inter-Korean economic cooperation, except for the Kaesong
Industrial Complex.

The South wants the North to take responsible measures with regard to the Cheonan incident,
while Pyongyang calls for the lifting of the sanctions as a precondition for dialogue with Seoul,
including working-level talks for reuniting families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War.

The minister, however, admitted that the government will come under growing pressure to ease or
remove the May 24th Measure if the South’s trilateral logistics project with North Korea and Russia
moves forward.

The South aims to sign a formal contract on the Rajin-Khasan project, in which the South’s top
steelmaker, POSCO, will bring in Russian coal via the North’s port of Rajin.

In a landmark pilot operation, a Chinese-flagged ship carrying 40,500 tons of Russian coal
arrived in the South Korean port of Pohang on Nov. 29 last year after a 33-hour journey from North
Korea’s Rajin, giving South Korea the green light for its participation in the Rajin-Khasan project.
The burgeoning project is expected to become another economic cooperation project between the



two Koreas although it takes the form of three-
way business with Russia in order to bypass the
government’s May 24th Measure, which pro-
hibits South Korean businesses’ investment in
North Korea.

The government, Ryoo said, plans to allow
social, cultural, religious and sports exchanges
with the North as much as possible this year, the
70th anniversary of Korea’s liberation from
Japan’s 35-year-long colonial rule.

Seoul’s Appeal for Dialogue

The minister’s comments came amid the
North’s refusal to accept the South’s repeated
offer of high-level dialogue.

South Korea has called on the North to hold
high-level talks to discuss all pending issues
between them, such as the May 24th Measure.
Seoul made its latest overture for talks in
December 2014. 

Instead of accepting the South’s offer for talks, North Korea on Feb. 4 called on Seoul to take
“practical measures” to resume dialogue, criticizing Seoul for not having the will to break the pro-
longed deadlock in inter-Korean relations.

The North’s Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of Korea also blamed U.S. “interference”
for the current stalemate, saying that it will not believe the South’s will for dialogue if the current
situation continues. 

“To talk about dialogue without taking practical measures is not an attitude to truly settle the issue
of the North-South relations,” the committee said in a statement carried by the official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA). 

It added that there are many unresolved issues between the two Koreas, but there is not a single
issue that the South Korean government can resolve without “the U.S. interference,” saying that it is
critical to “setting right the abnormal master-servant relations with the U.S.”

The statement comes after the South Korean government proposed high-level talks with the North
late last year to help resolve pending issues, including family reunions. 

The North’s committee later responded by demanding that Seoul first lift its sanctions on the
communist country imposed following the North’s torpedoing of the South Korean Navy corvette
Cheonan in March 2010.

The committee claimed that Pyongyang is ready for dialogue with Seoul, but the fate of the future
dialogue depends “entirely” on the South Korean government. 
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Unification Minister Ryoo Kihl-jae gives a special lecture on
the government’s unification policy at a Seoul forum on Feb.
6. (Yonhap)
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“As we have repeatedly clarified our stand, we are fully ready to bring about a fresh landmark
phase in the North-South relations,” the committee said. “The prospect of the North-South relations
entirely depends on the attitude of the South Korean authorities.”

In another show of a flexible gesture, South Korea said it will continue efforts to improve ties
with the North, despite the stand-off between Pyongyang and Washington.

“There is no change in the government’s basic stance that in separation (with the situation) it will
strive to build trust between South and North Korea through dialogue and cooperation and develop-
ing inter-Korean relations, as well as bringing peace to the Korean Peninsula and establishing the
ground for reunification,” unification ministry’s spokesman, Lim Byeong-cheol, said at a press
briefing on Feb. 4.

In recent weeks, the Pyongyang-Washington relations have been soured more than ever before
with Washington’s fresh sanctions against the North regarding the hacking on Sony Pictures and
President Barack Obama’s remarks that the Pyongyang regime is doomed to collapse.        

The National Defense Commission, North Korea’s top ruling organ, stressed Pyongyang is not
interested in talks with Washington, which it claims is bent on bringing down the communist regime
on Feb. 4 and declared a “retaliatory” campaign against the United States, threatening to use minia-
turized nuclear weapons and cyber-warfare means.

The world is paying keen attention to whether the secretive North has actually developed the
technology to mount a nuclear bomb on a missile. It has conducted three known underground
nuclear tests in 2006, 2009 and 2013. It also succeeded in sending a long-range rocket into orbit in
late 2012.

The North’s cyber threat is another serious concern for the international community, with the U.S.
saying its regime was behind a recent hacking of Sony Pictures.

The commission stressed Pyongyang is not interested in talks with Washington, which it claims is
bent on bringing down the communist regime.

“Now that the gangster-like U.S. imperialists’ military strategy toward the DPRK (North Korea)
is inching close to the stage of igniting a war of aggression, the just counteraction of the army and
people of the DPRK will be focused on inflicting the bitterest disasters upon the United States of
America,” it said in an English-language statement. 

It strongly criticized President Barack Obama for introducing a set of additional sanctions on
Pyongyang and publicly saying the isolated nation is doomed to collapse.

The United States announced retaliatory sanctions on North Korea on Jan. 2 in response to the
communist nation’s alleged cyber-attacks on Sony Pictures Entertainment, warning the actions are
just the “first aspect” of its response.

President Obama signed an executive order authorizing additional sanctions on North Korean
individuals and entities in response to the North’s “ongoing provocative, destabilizing, and repres-
sive actions and policies, particularly its destructive and coercive cyber-attack on Sony,” the White
House said in a statement. 

Despite Seoul’s flexible gesture, North Korea repeated its habitual behavior of shifting the respon-
sibility for the stalemate in South-North relations to South Korea, describing the South’s proposal for



dialogue as a mere play of words and urged Seoul to cancel the planned two major joint military drills
with the United States, which Pyongyang argues are war rehearsal against North Korea.

The annual Key Resolve and Foal Eagle exercises, which South Korea and the U.S. say are defen-
sive in nature, are scheduled to begin in early March.

North Korea also denounced the participation of a nuclear-powered submarine in a South Korea-
U.S. joint naval drill in early February.

The USS Olympia (SSN-717), a Los Angeles-class submarine, carrying some 120 sailors, arrived
in the southern port city of Jinhae, 410 kilometers south of Seoul, on Jan. 30 to participate in the
joint Seoul-Washington three-day naval drill starting Feb. 5, a South Korean naval officer said on
Feb. 2, requesting anonymity. 

“The submarine will join a South Korean fleet to launch the drill focusing on detecting enemies’
submarines and surface vessels in waters near the Korean Peninsula in order to boost interoperabili-
ty between the two nations and to check joint readiness,” the officer said.

“It is not unusual for a nuclear-powered submarine from the U.S. to come here for the drill. Last
year, the USS Colombia was here and took part in the annual Seoul-Washington exercise of Foal
Eagle,” he added. 

Pyongyang’s Response

In an article on Feb. 10, the Rodong Sinmun, the North’s mouthpiece newspaper published by the
Workers’ Party of Korea, said the inter-Korean relations again remain tense and dialogue failed to
take place entirely because of the U.S. harsh hostile policy toward the DPRK and the South Korean
authorities’ “treacherous act of toeing the U.S. line.”

The Rodong Sinmun article goes on: “How can dialogue open between the north and the south
and trust and unity be promoted under the situation in which the U.S. and South Korea are conspir-
ing with each other in provocations against the DPRK while going against the broad-minded pro-
posal of the DPRK for peace and stability on the Korean peninsula.

“The reality goes to prove once again that the south Korean authorities’ dependence on foreign
forces is a stumbling block lying in the way of improving the inter-Korean relations and national
reunification.”

“The south Korean authorities should not pay lip service to ‘dialogue’ and ‘improved relations’
and shift the blame for the failure to open dialogue onto others but create conditions and climate for
opening dialogue in practice. 

“What is essential is to settle the national issue, reunification issue from an independent stand free
from the U.S. control.”

Meanwhile, the unification ministry said Ryoo’s remarks do not mean an automatic removal of
the May 24th measure when North Korea attends the high-level talks, adding that there has been no
change in the government’s position that responsible measures from North Korea regarding the 2010
torpedo attack on the Cheonan should come first before lifting the sanctions.

North Korea has not admitted its responsibility for the deadly attack. (Yonhap)
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Amid the stalled inter-Korean dialogue,
North Korea has been stepping up its
virulent rhetoric against its archene-

my, the United States, which it claims is bent
on bringing down the communist regime.

Basically, Pyongyang’s angry reaction
stems from Washington’s harsh sanctions on
the socialist country for its nuclear and missile
programs. The North is also frustrated with the
failure of dialogue with South Korea and the
U.S. for the North’s denuclearization.

Tensions further escalated in January as
President Barack Obama imposed fresh sanc-
tions on North Korea following a damaging
cyber attack on Hollywood studio Sony
Pictures that Washington blamed on
Pyongyang. In particular, the U.S. has infuriat-
ed North Korea with President Obama’s recent
sharp criticism of the reclusive state and his
prediction of the North’s eventual collapse. 

On Feb. 4, the North’s top military body, the
National Defense Commission (NDC) headed
by leader Kim Jong-un, ruled out resuming
dialogue with the “gangster-like” U.S., and
vowed to respond to any U.S. aggression with
nuclear strikes and cyberwarfare.

Over the past weeks, the North has cited
U.S. plans to begin annual joint military drills
with South Korea on the Korean Peninsula in
March as a token of its hostile policy. In
January, North Korea offered to temporarily

stop its nuclear tests if Washington and Seoul
halted their joint annual military drills. 

In addition to the harsh rhetoric, the North
also showed military demonstration off its east
coast recently. On Feb. 8, it test-fired five
short-range missiles into the East Sea as a top
U.S. diplomat arrived in Seoul. The U.S. offi-
cial was on a trip to three Asian nations --
South Korea, China and Japan -- to discuss
security issues in the region and specifically
the North’s nuclear weapons program.

North Korea has long used missile launches
as an expression of anger toward the outside
world, and the latest firings were seen as a
show of force in the run-up to annual joint
U.S.-South Korean military exercises that
Pyongyang condemns as a rehearsal for inva-
sion of the country.

New U.S. Deputy Secretary of State,
Antony Blinken, is the latest in a recent series
of high-level U.S. officials to visit Seoul,
including Wendy Sherman, U.S. undersecre-
tary of state for political affairs, and Rose
Gottemoeller, U.S. undersecretary of state for
arms control and international security. 

This marks the allies’ efforts to step up poli-
cy coordination as Seoul seeks inter-Korean
dialogue in the face of escalating tension
between Pyongyang and Washington. The top
American diplomat stressed the significance of
sanctions in reining in the communist regime’s
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Stiff Confrontation between North Korea and U.S.
The U.S. turned down the North’s offer to stop a nuclear test in return for a
promise to stop annual South Korea-U.S. military drills.

■ By Lee Kwang-ho 



nuclear development and bringing it back to
the negotiating table with a commitment to
denuclearization. 

While Washington remains open to dia-
logue, North Korea should express its sincerity
toward denuclearization, he said, calling for
the Kim Jong-un regime’s resolve. 

The day before, Pyongyang trumpeted the
test-firing of a new “ultra-precision anti-ship
rocket” under the watchful eye of leader Kim
Jong-un. North Korea has developed the new
anti-ship cruise missile to be deployed soon at
its naval units following a recent successful
test-firing, its state media said on Feb. 7.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un “watched
a test-firing of new type of an anti-ship rock-
et” to be equipped at naval units “before
long,” the North’s official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA) said in a report.

Blinken’s visit comes weeks before the
launch of the annual joint U.S.-South Korea
military exercises that regularly see North-
South Korean relations go into a deep con-
frontation. Pyongyang views the drills as
provocative rehearsals for invasion, while
Seoul and Washington insist they are defen-
sive in nature.

Pyongyang’s Offer 

In January, North Korea had offered to sus-
pend any further nuclear tests if this year’s joint
exercises were canceled -- a proposal the U.S.
State Department described as a “non-starter.”

“It’s a non-starter because North Korea
doesn’t have the right to bargain, to trade or to
ask for a payoff in return for abiding by
international law,” Assistant Secretary of State
Daniel Russel told a press briefing in
Washington ahead of Blinken’s trip to Seoul. 

“That’s not how it works,” Russel said, reiter-
ating Washington’s stance that it will only consid-
er negotiating with Pyongyang when it shows a
tangible commitment towards denuclearization.

North Korea has conducted three nuclear
tests -- most recently in February 2013 -- and
its moratorium offer was seen in Washington
as an “implicit threat” to carry out a fourth.

The U.S. urged North Korea on Feb. 8 to
stop threats and take steps toward denu-
clearization after the communist nation fired a
barrage of short-range missiles in a move seen
as a protest against upcoming U.S.-South
Korea military exercises.

But the North accused the U.S. of disturbing
the improvement of inter-Korean relations.
Referring to recent visits to Seoul by U.S. high-
ranking officials, the North’s official KCNA
said  the U.S. is driving a wedge between the
Koreans by openly pressing the South Korean
authorities not to make haste to improve the
inter-Korean relations under the pretext of
nuclear issue. “This is little short of rubbing salt
in the wounds of the Koreans who have suf-
fered pain due to seven decades-long division.” 

NEWS FOCUSVantage Point     March 2015

15

Defense Minister Han Min-koo (R) poses with visiting U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the defense
ministry in Seoul on Feb. 10. Blinken said that Washington
remains open to talks with North Korea. (Yonhap)



“It is the scenario of the U.S. troublemakers
to stem the trend towards the improvement of
the inter-Korean relations and escalate the ten-
sion on the Korean Peninsula and in the
region,” the news agency said. “The U.S. will
never succeed in its sinister scenario to domi-
nate the world, keeping the Korean nation split
into two and putting the peninsula under its
permanent control.”

On Feb. 9, the North’s main newspaper
Rodong Sinmun reaffirmed that the North will
not sit at a negotiating table with the U.S.
“imperialists” to discuss bilateral issues under
this situation.    

The daily blasted that President Obama was
reported to have blustered that North Korea
was the “most isolated, most sanctioned and
most cut-off dictatorial state on earth and over
time you will see it collapse.” 

Obama also cried out for bringing down it as
early as possible through cyberwarfare, the
daily said. “The wolf-like U.S. imperialists
working with blood-shot eyes to hurt the DPRK
will surely have to pay a very high price for it.”

On Feb. 4, North Korea’s NDC declared a
“retaliatory” campaign against the U.S.,
threatening to use miniaturized nuclear
weapons and cyberwarfare means. Citing U.S.
plans to begin annual joint military drills with
South Korea, the NDC said, “It is the decision
of the army and people of the DPRK to have
no longer the need or willingness to sit at the
negotiating table with the U.S.”

Pyongyang’s Threat of Nuke Strike

The North’s military will ratchet up its “retal-
iatory action of justice” by use of every possi-
ble means, including the nation’s “smaller, pre-
cision and diversified” nuclear striking means

and cyberwarfare capabilities, it added. 
The U.S. “should be mindful that the time

of nightmares is coming nearer when they will
meet the most disastrous, final doom on the
U.S. mainland,” the commission warned, say-
ing that the NDC statement was issued at “the
authorization,” apparently meaning the
instruction, of leader Kim Jong-un.

South Korea said it will continue efforts to
improve ties with the North, despite the stand-
off between Pyongyang and Washington.
“There is no change in the government’s basic
stance that in separation (with the situation) it
will strive to build trust between South and
North Korea through dialogue and cooperation
and developing inter-Korean relations, as well
as bringing peace to the Korean Peninsula and
establishing the ground for reunification,” uni-
fication ministry spokesman Lim Byeong-
cheol said at a press briefing.

The world is paying close attention to
whether the secretive North has actually
developed the technology to mount a nuclear
bomb on a missile. It has conducted three
known underground nuclear tests in 2006,
2009 and 2013. It also succeeded in sending a
long-range rocket into orbit in late 2012.

In Seoul on Feb. 3, the U.S. ambassador to
South Korea called on North Korea to change its
stance on the nuclear issue, saying Washington
remains open to talks with Pyongyang.

In a breakfast meeting with a group of South
Korean lawmakers from both ruling and oppo-
sition parties, Mark Lippert said North Korea
cannot simultaneously pursue both a nuclear
weapons program and economic development
and that the North should return to the multilat-
eral denuclearization talks or face continued
sanctions and isolation, according to attendants.

Lippert said Pyongyang will face growing
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costs if it continues to stick to its nuclear
weapons program. His remarks came as the
U.S. slapped fresh sanctions on North Korea
earlier in January following its suspected
hacks on Sony Pictures over a comedy film
depicting the assassination of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un. Pyongyang has categori-
cally denied any involvement. 

Pyongyang’s renewed strong threat came
days after the two sides lost a chance for dia-
logue. The U.S. offered bilateral talks in a third
nation while its chief nuclear envoy, Sung Kim,
was on a trip to Northeast Asia in late January.
Instead, the North proposed that Kim visit
Pyongyang, which was rejected by Washington.

An unnamed spokesman for North Korea’s
foreign ministry said on Feb. 1 that
Pyongyang invited Ambassador Sung Kim,
the U.S. special representative on North Korea
policy, to visit the North during his trip to
Asia, the KCNA said in a report.

“However, the U.S., in disregard of this, is
working hard to shift the blame onto the
DPRK, misleading public opinion by creating
impression that dialogue and contacts are not
realized due to the latter’s insincere attitude,”
the spokesman said.

The spokesman’s remarks come two days
after Kim told reporters in Beijing that he was
disappointed not to hold a meeting with the
North Koreans during the trip. The diplomat
had traveled to Japan and China later.

“It is preposterous and a height of
American-style shamelessness and hypocrisy
to claim that the U.S. keeps the door of dia-
logue with the DPRK open,” KCNA quoted
the spokesman as saying.

Washington has been under criticism for
taking too hard a stance on Pyongyang and
refusing even to hold talks with the country.

Supporters of engagement have called for the
U.S. to hold at least unofficial or exploratory
discussions with the North over how to reopen
the formal six-party talks.

Kim Jong-un’s Threats

Under the situation, North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un has made repeated threats
against the U.S., saying, “the worst disaster
that the history has never known will be
inflicted to the main land of the U.S., the base
of all evils.” At the time, he was commanding
a drill simulating an attack on a U.S. aircraft
carrier with fighters and submarine fleets. 

On Jan. 31, North Korea’s official media
quoted Kim Jong-un as saying, “We are no
longer willing to sit face to face with mad
dogs (the U.S.),” after watching his military’s
exercises to sink a U.S. aircraft carrier. It was
a preemptive demonstration of the North’s
armed forces aimed directly at an imaginary
American target. 

The North has already staged two rounds of
air force and army drills earlier in January. But it
heightened the level to a joint naval and air force
drill involving fighters and torpedoes this time. 

Amidst growing tensions between North
Korea and the United States, Pyongyang issued
on Feb. 2 yet another threat that it will destroy
enemies with suicide attacks by its military pilots. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un met with
a group of fighter jet pilots who showed out-
standing performances during the first combat
exercise of this year, the North’s KCNA
reported. During the meeting, the pilots
pledged their commitment to “completely
destroy the enemies with the most powerful
weapons -- their commitment to guard the
leader with suicide attacks.” (Yonhap) 
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While North Korea’s nuclear and
missile threats remain unabated,
defense ministers from South

Korea and China had a rare meeting in Seoul
in early February. They discussed a wide
range of security issues involving the two
countries, including North Korea’s nuclear
weapons development and the possible U.S.
deployment of an advanced anti-ballistic mis-
sile-defense system in South Korea.

South Korean Defense Minister Han Min-
koo and his Chinese counterpart, Chang
Wanquan, confirmed their position on the
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and
agreed to settle the problem through dialogue
and cooperation. Han asserted that the North
should abandon its nuclear development.

During the two-hour meeting on Feb. 4 at the
Ministry of National Defense in central Seoul,
the two countries also agreed to establish a mil-
itary hotline in a significant development that
could help prevent accidental military clashes. 

But drawing special attention during the
meeting is that Chang expressed concern
about the possible deployment of America’s
advanced anti-ballistic missile-defense (MD)
system in South Korea. The deployment of a
Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) missile battery was not an agenda
item that the two countries had previously
agreed to, but the Chinese defense head raised

the issue at the meeting. 

Beijing’s Objection of THAAD

Beijing made it clear that it is opposed to
the U.S. deployment of an advanced anti-bal-
listic missile-defense system in South Korea.
In response, Defense Minister Han reaffirmed
Seoul’s position that the U.S. neither made a
decision on the deployment nor made a
request to South Korea. He also confirmed
that there had been no discussion on the issue
between Seoul and Washington.

The deployment of a THAAD missile battery
has been a sensitive issue because both China
and Russia have claimed that it is against their
security interests. The two giant countries have
shown sensitive reactions to the X-band radar
of the THAAD system designed to detect, track
and identify ballistic missile threats at long dis-
tances and at very high altitudes.

China has made numerous protests about
the possible deployment of the advanced mis-
sile-defense system, but this is the first time
that the Chinese defense minister has officially
expressed such concerns to Seoul -- proof that
the world’s most populous country has a
strong interest in the issue. Beijing views that
the anti-missile system is designed to shoot
down missiles using a hit-to-kill approach and
equipped with a radar system that can cover

China’s Objection of THAAD Deployment in S. Korea
“The Seoul government should decide how it would act when the U.S.
officially requests the deployment of the missile-defense system.”



more than 1,000 kilometers.
It is the first time that a ranking Chinese

official has raised the THAAD issue to South
Korea publicly. Critics also say it is part of a
broader U.S. attempt to get the Asian ally to
join its missile-defense system and could
spark tensions with the neighbors.

Despite the contentious issue, the defense
ministers also reaffirmed their zero-tolerance
policy toward North Korea’s nuclear weapons
program and agreed to resolve the tricky prob-
lems “via dialogue and close cooperation.”

Minister Han made clear to Chang that
South Korea will retaliate against any North
Korean provocations.

The defense ministers’ talks coincided with
the meeting of the two countries’ nuclear
envoys in Beijing in apparent efforts to
explore ways to restart the six-party talks at a
time when ties between the U.S. and North
Korea have deteriorated.

South Korea and China also agreed to estab-
lish a military hotline between their defense
ministers “at the earliest possible date” in order
to boost their bilateral military cooperation.

Last year, the two sides signed a memoran-
dum of understanding to set up the hotline, but

it has yet to be finalized. The two have been
operating telephone hotlines between their
navies and air forces since 2008. 

Establishment of Military Hotline

Discussions about a minister-level military
hotline between Seoul and Beijing began in
2007, with China reportedly having been
reluctant to proceed, apparently wary of harm-
ing relations with North Korea.

As one official of the South Korean Defense
Ministry put it, “establishing a military hotline
with China that can exercise influence on the
North Korean military will contribute a great
deal to maintaining stability on the Korean
Peninsula.” 

“To expedite the establishment, the two
countries will launch a working-level meet-
ing,” defense ministry spokesman Kim Min-
seok said. “We are aiming at opening the hot-
line within this year at the latest.” The chan-
nel, if completed, will be Seoul’s third
Defense Ministry hotline, following ones with
the United States and Japan. 

During the talks, South Korea also pledged
to repatriate in March 68 sets of remains of
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South Korean Defense Minister
Han Min-koo and his visiting
Chinese counterpart, Chang
Wanquan, hold talks over issues
involving the Korean Peninsula at
the defense ministry in Seoul on
Feb. 4. (Yonhap)



Chinese soldiers killed during the 1950-53
Korean War to their homeland in a symbolic
gesture of friendship toward its former battle-
field foe. The Seoul government returned the
bodies of 437 Chinese soldiers last year on
humanitarian grounds. Since then, it has
unearthed more remains.

During the Korean War, China fought
alongside North Korea against the U.S.-
backed allied forces. Historical records show
that more than 1 million Chinese soldiers were
killed in the three-year conflict. 

Chang is the first Chinese defense minister
to visit Seoul since 2006. The two countries
had their last defense ministerial talks in
Beijing in 2011. The ministry explained his
visit is in reciprocity for Han’s predecessor,
Kim Kwan-jin, Cheong Wa Dae’s national
security chief, who traveled to Beijing in
2011. Chang took office in 2013.

Chang’s trip to Seoul signals an elevated
level of cooperation, a senior South Korean
Defense Ministry official said. “Since he took
the position in 2013, Chang decided to visit
the South before going to the North,” the offi-
cial said. “This is meaningful.” 

While economic and social exchanges
between South Korea and China have grown
rapidly over the recent decades, military talks
between the two countries are less frequent. 

After the meeting, Chang also met President
Park Geun-hye at Cheong Wa Dae. Park called
for Chinese cooperation in laying the ground-
work for unification between the two Koreas. 

In a reflection of the friendship between
Park and Chinese President Xi Jinping, the
two countries have stepped up efforts to widen
their political cooperation. During a summit in
Seoul in July, Park and Xi agreed to bolster
bilateral military ties. 

But there are some reports that Xi also
expressed concerns about the deployment of
THAAD during his state visit to Seoul in July.
Xi asked Park to turn down any U.S. request
to deploy an advanced anti-ballistic missile
system in South Korea, a senior defense
source told a local newspaper on Feb. 5

“If the United States attempts to deploy
THAAD in the South Korean territory with the
justification of protecting the American troops
stationed here (in South Korea),” the source quot-
ed Xi as telling Park, “South Korea, as a sover-
eign country, should exercise its right to express
its opposition and the THAAD issue will not be a
problem between South Korea and China.”

China, Russia’s Claim

Both China and Russia claim it is against
their security interests and may be used as a
method of surveillance against them. The two
countries may be especially sensitive to the
AN/TPY-2 -- a high-resolution, rapidly
deployable X-Band radar designed to detect,
track and identify ballistic missile threats at
long distances and at very high altitudes,
including space, for the THAAD system. This
can put China and Russia in range.

South Korea has said it will build its own
shield, the Korea Air and Missile Defense
(KAMD) system. Differently from THAAD, it
focuses on a terminal-phase, low-altitude mis-
sile defense. But pressure from Washington has
been consistent, according to military sources. 

Xi’s request to Park came shortly after Gen.
Curtis Scaparrotti, the commander of U.S.
Forces Korea, said he had proposed the
deployment to counter growing North Korean
threats. The comment was made during a lec-
ture hosted by the Korea Institute for Defense

NEWS FOCUS Vantage Point     March 2015

20



Analyses in Seoul on June 3. 
Another diplomatic source in Seoul said

Chinese minister Chang’s mission for his trip
to Seoul was to more clearly express China’s
position on the missile-defense issue. 

“I was told that the summit in July went
overtime because Xi read a long, prepared
statement and it included the remarks concern-
ing THAAD,” a China expert said. “At the
time, President Park explained that Korea’s
own missile-defense system is different from
that of the U.S. missile defense and is aimed at
countering the North’s threats, not China. 

Because of the proximity of the two Koreas,
the North’s shorter-range missiles, not ballistic
missiles, are threats to the South. 

The National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015, passed by the Armed
Services Committees of the U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives in December, stated
that the U.S. defense secretary should form an
independent survey commission to create a
report on missile-defense cooperation mea-
sures with South Korea and Japan and submit
it to the Congress before the end of this year.

Experts said, however, that the time has
come for South Korea to be more proactive on
the THAAD issue. An expert said that as the
North’s missile technologies are improving,
South Korea should accommodate a THAAD
battery and then should push it forward,
regardless of China’s concerns.

Saying that it is inappropriate for Beijing to
mount diplomatic pressure on a matter that has
not been formally discussed, the expert said,
“Whether Korea hosts a THAAD battery is up
to us to decide, as it is a sovereign affair.”

Although Seoul has denied that there was a
discussion with Washington on the issue, U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert Work

said last year that the U.S. conducted site sur-
veys and was working with the South to make
a decision on the deployment. 

Seoul’s Stance on Missile Defense

Still, South Korean officials exercise
restraint in their official comment. “Our stance
is that the U.S. has not made a decision and
has not made any official request for the
THAAD deployment on the Korean
Peninsula,” foreign ministry spokesman Noh
Kwang-il told a regular press briefing recently.
“No consultation (between Seoul and
Washington) has been made, either.”

He also stressed that key U.S. officials,
including outgoing Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel and the top U.S. envoy to Seoul, Mark
Lippert, also officially confirmed the fact. “To
respond to North Korea’s missile threats, we
will build our own Korea Air and Missile
Defense suitable for the strategic circumstances
of the Korean Peninsula,” the spokesman said,
adding that such a stance has been delivered to
China through multiple channels.

Nevertheless, all of this raises the need for
the Seoul government to decide how it would
act when the U.S. officially requests the
deployment of the missile-defense system in
South Korea and how it could convince China
of the inevitability of the deployment.  

For a long time, North Korea has accused
the U.S. of exacerbating the security situation
on the peninsula by pushing for the establish-
ment of the THAAD system. Pyongyang’s
state-controlled media also claimed the move
is part of Washington’s military strategy aimed
at destroying the “strategic balance” in the
region and overpowering other countries.
(Yonhap) 
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After two years of his retirement from
the presidency, former South Korean
President Lee Myung-bak aroused a

big ripple by revealing accounts behind inter-
Korean contacts for a third summit between
the two Koreas during his tenure from 2008-
2013.

North Korea proposed holding inter-Korean
summit talks several times around 2010, but it
blew its chances by asking South Korea for a
huge amount of economic aid in return, Lee
said in his memoir published in early
February.

In reaction to the memoir, North Korea bit-
terly condemned the former president for dis-
torting the truth and claimed it was Lee who
“begged” to send a special envoy to
Pyongyang and hold a summit. South Korea’s
political circle, not only the opposition politi-
cal party but the incumbent government and
the ruling party as well, expressed negative
views to the former president’s detailed disclo-
sure of secret contacts saying that it was not
desirable at this moment.

In the book on his five-year term, Lee said
North Korea made proposals for a summit
more than five times through various channels.

According to the book, the North’s then
leader, Kim Jong-il, first expressed his hope

for a summit in August 2009, leading the two
Koreas to begin behind-the-scene discussions
on the issue. 

Kim Ki-nam, secretary of the North’s ruling
Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK), conveyed the
proposal when he visited Lee at the presiden-
tial office Cheong Wa Dae in Seoul on Aug.
23 that year. Kim visited Seoul to lead the
North’s condolence mission for the death of
former South Korean President Kim Dae-jung,
who had the first summit meeting between the
two Koreas with Kim Jong-il from June 13-15,
2000. The second summit talks were held
from Oct. 2-4, 2007, between South Korean
President Roh Moo-hyun and Kim Jong-il.

Five days later after the North Korean dele-
gation returned to Pyongyang, Kim Yang-gon,
the North’s top official in charge of inter-
Korean affairs, sent a message to then-South
Korean Unification Minister Hyun In-taek
proposing an inter-Korean summit.

Economic Aid for Summit Talks 

“North Korea demanded that Seoul offer the
North 100,000 tons of corn, 400,000 tons of
rice, 300,000 tons of fertilizer as well as
asphalt pitch worth US$100 million and $10
billion to fund its establishment of a national
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Ex-President’s Memoir and Pyongyang’s Response
Experts say there is concern that a memoir penned by the former president
would bring negative impact on future South-North Korean relations. 

■ By Kim Tae-shik



development bank,” Lee said in his
book titled “A President’s Time
2008-2013.” 

South Korea made it clear that it
could not provide the North with any
economic aid in exchange for inter-
Korean dialogue, while stressing that
key issues such as how to resolve the
North’s nuclear issues and the repa-
triation of Korean War prisoners and
abductees should be on the table, he
said.

Lee’s book also confirmed much
rumored negotiations between top
officials in charge of the inter-Korean
affairs in the two sides in Singapore
in October 2009, two months after
the North’s first summit proposal was
made. 

During the contact between South Korea’s
Labor Minister Im Tae-hee and North Korea’s
Kim Yang-gon in Singapore, the North’s side
did not mention the repeal of its nuclear arms
but said it can discuss the matter as a common
effort for the denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula and can send a couple of Korean
War prisoners to visit their homeland in the
South instead of repatriating them to their
home country permanently. The North also
demanded a promise for large-scale economic
assistance in order to create an atmosphere
favorable for the summit talks, according to
Lee’s memoir..

Lee said he thought this should not go on
and ordered Unification Minister Hyun to stop
Im’s negotiation with Kim Yang-gon.

The two sides held working-level officials’
talks in the North Korean border town of
Kaesong twice in November, but the talks held
on Nov. 7 and Nov. 14 were ruptured as North

Korea again demanded the South to provide it
with 100,000 tons of corn, 400,000 tons of rice,
300,000 tons of fertilizer, pitch worth US$100
million and $10 billion as capital for establish-
ing its national development bank as conditions
for holding the inter-Korean summit talks.

China’s Effort for S-N Summit

In a similar period on Oct. 10, China’s
Premier Wen Jiaobao advised Lee to hold a
summit with North Korea saying the latter
wanted it on the sidelines of the tripartite sum-
mit talks between South Korea, China and
Japan in Beijing, the book said.

In July 2010, four months after the North’s
deadly attack on a South Korean warship, the
Cheonan, a high-level official of Seoul’s spy
agency visited Pyongyang at its request, and he
demanded the communist country apologize for
the attack and come up with measures to pre-
vent recurrences before any inter-Korean sum-
mit could take place, according to the book.
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Kim Doo-woo, who served as senior public relations secretary for former
President Lee Myung-bak, introduces Lee’s memoir “A President’s Time”
during a news conference at the Press Center in Seoul on Jan. 30, 2015.
The 800-page book, which was released on Feb. 1, tells the story of Lee’s
presidency from 2008-2013. (Yonhap)



“North Korea again demanded 500,000 tons
of rice for aid,” he recalled, adding that
Pyongyang said it would express regret as a
brethren country, not as an aggressor, for cour-
tesy’s sake.

The North’s torpedoing of the naval
corvette Cheonan along the tensely guarded
Yellow Sea border killed 46 South Korean
sailors, while Pyongyang has denied any
involvement.

In December 2010, a North Korean delega-
tion involving a high-ranking official and mili-
tary officers made a secret cross-border visit
and made substantial progress toward holding
talks between the leaders of the two Koreas.

“In early 2011, I heard surprising news from
the United States and China that the North
Korean official who visited Seoul was pub-
licly executed. Some said he was eliminated
by Kim Jong-un, who was prepared to inherit
power from his father and the military,” Lee
said.

In May that year, Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao suggested that Lee hold a summit meet-
ing with Kim Jong-il during a tripartite sum-
mit of South Korea, China and Japan in
Tokyo, but Lee replied that there would be no
summit without North Korea’s apology. 

Seven months later, the communist coun-
try’s current leader, Kim Jong-un, took office
upon the death of his father, Kim Jong-il.

During Lee’s five-year term, tensions with
North Korea constantly weighed on the South
as the communist nation sought to shake Seoul
with a series of provocations in an attempt to
force Lee to soften his hard-line policy toward
Pyongyang and resume unconditional aid.

Meanwhile, North Korea lashed out at Lee
on Feb. 5 for his memoir disclosing details of
secret contacts between the two Koreas while

he was in power and expressed deep concern
for the possibility of discussions of important
national issues with South Korea.

Pyongyang’s Reaction

In its first formal response to the book,
Pyongyang claimed its contents are misleading
and distorted, loaded with Lee’s self-praise on
what he did during his presidency.

Calling him a “traitor to the nation,” the
North said it was Lee who “begged” to send a
special envoy to Pyongyang and hold a sum-
mit.

“We have every evidence to reveal all relat-
ed truth,” the Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of the Fatherland (CPRK),
which is in charge of inter-Korean affairs, said
in a statement.

“Lee Myung-bak, a traitor to the nation,
should have been severely punished by the
nation and thrown into the dumping ground of
history. However, he published his memoir
recently in which he misinterpreted the course
of the informal north-south contacts in a bid to
dare hurt the DPRK (North Korea),” the
English-language statement said.

“We can elaborate on what happened. But
we would like to just recall that whenever he
found himself in deepening ruling crisis dur-
ing his tenure of office, Lee reached out to the
DPRK in a bid to seek a way out, talking
about ‘dispatch of a special envoy’ and
‘summit.’ He pretended to do some favor for
the North each time,” the statement said.

“The DPRK cannot but express serious con-
cern about whether it will be possible to dis-
cuss the important issue of the nation with
reckless guys of South Korea as brazen-faced
as Lee.” (Yonhap)  
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North Korea’s submarine capabilities
have become a matter of keen interest
amid reports of North Korea’s move

to boost naval capabilities by developing sub-
marines capable of firing submarine-launched
ballistic missiles (SLBM).

South Korean intelligence said the commu-
nist country is believed to be developing the
SLBM and the U.S. website 38 North recently
assessed that Pyongyang has built a new test
stand on its eastern coast to research and
develop such missiles.

The 38 North said on Jan. 8 that North
Korea appears to be trying to equip a subma-
rine with missiles, warning such hard-to-
detect, missile-capable submarines would pose
significant threats to South Korea.

The 38 North, run by the U.S.-Korea
Institute at the Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies, said it
reached the assessment based on commercial
satellite imagery taken of the Sinpho South
Shipyard on the North’s east coast between
July and December last year.

Imagery from Dec. 18 shows a rectangular
opening, about 4.25 meters long and 2.25
meters wide, on top of the conning tower of a
submarine, and the opening is believed to be
designed to house one to two small vertical
missile launch tubes, the website said, citing
an analysis by Joseph Bermudez, an expert on
satellite imagery.

The imagery also showed workers moving
around the area, equipment stored on the deck
and a heavy-lift construction crane, the website
said, adding that the only reasonable explana-
tion for the crane’s presence is “continuing to
work on fitting out the submarine.”

“North Korea’s development of a subma-
rine-launched missile capability would eventu-
ally expand Pyongyang’s threat to South
Korea, Japan and U.S. bases in East Asia, also
complicating regional missile defense plan-
ning, deployment and operations,” the website
said. “Submarines carrying land-attack mis-
siles would be challenging to locate and track,
would be mobile assets able to attack from any
direction, and could operate at significant dis-
tances from the Korean Peninsula.” 

It is unclear what missile system would be
used in a ballistic missile submarine, but pos-
sibilities include a shorter naval version of the
Musudan intermediate-range ballistic missile,
a Rodong medium-range ballistic missile and
naval versions of the solid-fueled KN-02
short-range ballistic missile, it said.

North Korea is believed to have developed
advanced missile technologies through a series
of test launches. In its latest rocket launch,
conducted in late 2012, the North succeeded in
putting a satellite into orbit aboard a long-
range rocket.

The test sparked fears that the North has
moved closer to ultimately developing

North Korea’s Submarine Capabilities
North Korea has 78 submarines, ranking No. 1 in the world although their effi-
ciency is far behind that of Western countries’ subs, according to a U.S. media.
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nuclear-tipped missiles that could potentially
reach the mainland U.S. The country has so
far conducted three underground nuclear tests
in 2006, 2009 and 2013.

Pyongyang is believed to have over 70 sub-
marines, including about 20 1,800-ton Romeo-
class submarines under the wing of the East
Sea Fleet Command and the West Sea Fleet
Command. The communist country is also
believed to be building a new submarine capa-
ble of firing missiles, according to the sources
in South Korea and the U.S.

According to Business Insider, a U.S. online
media, North Korea has 78 submarines, rank-
ing No. 1 in the world although their efficiency
is far behind that of Western countries’ subs.
The U.S. has 72 submarines, including nuclear-
powered ones, followed by China with 69 subs
and Russia with 63. Iran has 31 submarines
while Japan has 16 and South Korea has 13.

Other data from the IHS Jane’s Fighting
Ships 2012-2013 showed North Korea has 84
submarines, including 23 Romeo-class subs,
38 Sang-o class (281 tons) subs and 23 Yugo-
class (112-ton) submarines. 

A Romeo-class submarine, the main force
of the North Korean sub fleet, measures 76.6
meters in length, 67 meters in width and 5.2
meters in height, and can sail at a maximum
speed of 13 knots underwater with 54 crew
members aboard. It can carry eight SAET-60
torpedoes and 28 mines.

A Sang-o class submarine measures 35.5 by
3.8 by 3.7 meters and can cruise at a speed of
8.8 knots with 25 crew members and six
divers while a Yugo-class submarine measures
20 by 3.1 by 4.6 meters and can cruise up to 8
knots with 11 crew members and six divers. A
Sang-o class sub can be armed with two to
four torpedoes and 16 mines while the Yugo-

class submarine can carry two torpedoes.
North Korea first introduced seven Romeo-

class submarines from 1972 to 1975 and pro-
duced 15 submarines from 1976 to 1999

Military experts said the size and capability
of the North’s submarines are not very compe-
tent, but they will pose a big threat once they
are transformed for attack use. 

South Korea’s Sub Command

Meanwhile, the South Korean Navy on Feb.
1 inaugurated a submarine command as part of
efforts to bolster its underwater capabilities
and combat readiness against North Korea.

The fleet of the command, based in the south-
ern port city of Jinhae and led by a rear admiral,
is composed of 13 submarines under the Ninth
Submarine Flotilla, the Navy said in a statement.

The Navy operates nine 1,200-ton sub-
marines and four 1,800-ton subs, while plan-
ning to add five more 1,800-ton submarines to
be built by 2019. In addition, it plans to
deploy nine 3,000-ton submarines capable of
launching ballistic missiles, starting in 2020.

The launch made South Korea, which com-
missioned its first submarine from Germany in
1992, the sixth nation in the world with a sub-
marine command after the United States,
Japan, France, Britain and India.

The Navy said the submarine force command
will take charge of submarine-related activities
ranging from operations, education and training
to maintenance and logistical support.

“Its main duty will be maintaining combat
readiness capabilities against North Korea and
striking enemies’ strategic targets in case of an
emergency,” a Navy officer said. “We expect
more effective underwater operations by uni-
fying relevant duties.” (Yonhap) 



OPINIONVantage Point     March 2015

27

Recent events leave no doubt: relations between North Korea and
Russia are improving fast. The last year has seen more official visits
between the two countries than at any year since the end of the Cold

War. Added to that, a number of economic joint ventures have launched --
albeit the future of these undertakings remain rather uncertain. Finally, it has
even been confirmed that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is likely to visit
Russia in early May, in order to participate in the large-scale celebrations for
Victory Day, Russia’s de facto major national holiday. 

Thus, there is little doubt that relations between the two countries, which
have remained essentially frozen throughout the last two decades, are on the
rise. However, one cannot agree with the oft-repeated statement that Russia is
positioned to replace China as the major sponsor of North Korea, or at the
very least, is to become one of its co-sponsors. 

Economically Incompatible 

One of the major reasons is the lack of a substantive economic basis to this
thaw in relations. Sino-North Korean annual trade has reached the level of
US$6.5 billion. In spite of recent political issues and a cooling of relations
between the two countries, it continues to grow. Conversely, Russo-North
Korean trade has remained stagnant at the $100-150 million level for the last
20 years. The latter is not all that surprising: the two countries are not eco-
nomically compatible, and politicking is not going to change this hard eco-
nomic fact. In the end, Russia just does not have a market for the goods that
North Korea has to offer, and North Koreans have no money to purchase what
Russia has to offer.

Of course, things might change if the Russian government decides that the
Korean Peninsula is a vital part of Russia’s national interests. However, given

Russia’s Limited Support for North Korea 
Russia is not going to become a sponsor for Pyongyang and it has no intention
to spend its hard-earned petro-dollars on keeping North Korea from collapsing. 

■ By Andrei Lankov.  professor of Kookmin University in Seoul
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both past experience and the current state of
Russian foreign policy, this is very unlikely to
happen. 

Nowadays, many observers tend to see
Russia as a resurrected, if minor, version of
the Soviet Union. This perception has become
more common in the last couple of years, as
Russia, rich with money from oil revenues,
began to pursue a more assertive policy in the
countries of the former Soviet Union. Indeed,
the annexation of Crimea provoked a major
crisis, and foreign observers can be forgiven
for thinking of Russia as indeed being a latter
day Soviet Union -- full of worldwide ambi-
tions, ready to challenge the United States
globally, and ready to help allied forces in
similar endeavors.

However, while such a line of reasoning
appears convincing, it is actually quite mis-
leading. The Soviet Union was a global super-
power with a clear-cut ideological agenda,
namely to sponsor and lead the cause of global
communism. Present-day Russia does not
have any universalist ideological aspirations. 

Russian Foreign Policy 

Russian foreign policy goals are simple and
as old as power politics itself. Above all, the
Kremlin wants to maintain a sphere of influ-
ence along its borders in order to guarantee
Russian security and also increase the space
where Russia’s economic interests enjoy polit-
ical protection. A sense of ethnic solidarity
also plays a role in Russian foreign policy:
large ethnic Russian communities left abroad
in the early 1990s after the collapse of the
Soviet Union are often seen as being worthy
of the Kremlin’s protection.

The Russian government is therefore quite

hostile toward all real or perceived attempts by
the United States (or, for that matter, other for-
eign powers) to win a foothold in what once
used to be the lands of the Soviet Union. The
only exception seems to be the three Baltic
states (their affiliation with the West seems to
have been grudgingly accepted by Moscow).
If any other post-Soviet state is found to have
excessively cozy relations with the West, it is
liable to find itself in trouble with Russia.

In short, Russia pursues a fairly standard
variety of foreign policy realism, a policy that
has been practiced by great powers for many
centuries or even millennia. 

This means that Russia is a country that can
be considered assertive. Nonetheless, its
sphere of influence and its national interests
have clearly defined limits that generally coin-
cide with the former borders of the Soviet
Union. 

Commercial Interests  

Outside the former Soviet Union, Russian
foreign policy under President Vladimir Putin
has not differed much from his post-Soviet
predecessors. Russia has pursued foreign poli-
cy as a tool by which to make money for the
Russian economy, and improve the balance
sheets of Russian businesses. At the same
time, neither the application of force, dis-
guised or otherwise, nor significant invest-
ments of money, have ever been instruments
of post-Soviet Russian foreign policy outside
the former borders of the Soviet Union. In
other words, while in the Soviet period foreign
policy was the maidservant of ideological
ambitions, after the end of the communist rule
the foreign policy merely serves commercial
interests. 
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Such pragmatic tendencies are liable to
become yet more pronounced in the current
situation. The recent collapse in oil prices has
produced serious economic fallout in Russia.
In just a few months, the ruble’s value has
halved. Even the most optimistic government
leaders in Russia predict that the coming year
will be blighted by recession, and the troubles
are just beginning.

Since Putin’s rule has been marked by
unprecedented economic growth, such an
unfortunate change in economic fortunes may
undermine support for the current government,
currently at record high levels. Therefore, due
to domestic political considerations, the
Russian government will need money at home,
and this alone will prevent Moscow from
investing much outside the realm of what it
sees as its sphere of legitimate interest. The
Korean Peninsula is clearly an area that lies
outside the aforementioned sphere.

Major Goals in Korea 

What are Russia’s major goals in Korea? In
essence, over the last 25 years, Russia has
been a status quo power, and such an attitude
makes perfect sense.

The Russian government has never liked the
nuclear ambitions of Pyongyang. Russia is a
legally recognized nuclear power, a founding
member of a highly exclusive club of nuclear
nations. Like members of any exclusive club,
it has no interest in letting non-members climb
in through the window. Russia is also worried
about the potential for nuclear terrorism, not to
mention the possibility of local conflicts going
nuclear.

As such, Russia is quite like other powers in
the region. But unlike the United States,

Russia is not interested in applying much pres-
sure to Pyongyang. This softness is not driven
by ideological sympathy toward Pyongyang
(such feelings are entirely absent in Moscow
now), but by cold-minded considerations. Any
significant change in the peninsula is likely to
be detrimental to Russia’s long-term interests,
though damage is likely to remain relatively
minor.

If, for instance, the North Korean govern-
ment faced a grave domestic crisis, the most
likely outcome would be unification under the
South Korean banner or the emergence of a
pro-Chinese puppet state in the northern half
of the Korean Peninsula. Neither scenario will
be welcomed in Moscow. In the first case, a
unified Korea is likely to remain a U.S. ally,
and such a development is likely to favor the
United States. The second option is likely to
increase Chinese influence in the region, and
contrary to what many might think, this is not
a welcome outcome in Moscow -- no matter
how close its relations with Beijing may seem
at first glance.

Therefore, as far as Russia is concerned, a
stable, divided and, preferably, non-nuclear
Korea is the best situation. Of course, the
’non-nuclear part’ of the equation is not likely
to happen any time soon -- and Moscow prob-
ably understands this better than any other
major player in the region. 

Limited Support 

However, Russia also will not go to any
great lengths to maintain the status quo.
Russia is not going to become a sponsor for
Pyongyang and it has no intention to spend its
hard-earned petro-dollars on keeping North
Korea from collapsing. The Russian state does
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not do that kind of thing nowadays, and now
that oil prices have collapsed, those petro-dol-
lars have to be spent on more immediate con-
cerns.

What this means is that Russia is likely to
provide Kim Jong-un’s government with a
measure of support. But such support will be
limited. Russia may vote in the U.N. and else-
where in support of certain North Korean posi-
tions. It may also try to shield North Korea
from some, though not all, Western pressure.
One can also expect that Russian companies
willing to operate in North Korea will get
some political support from Moscow.
However, such companies are highly unlikely
to receive what they really need most: finan-
cial subsidies and/or guarantees. Most
exchanges between the two sides are likely to
remain commercial and reciprocal in nature. 

It is telling how the most ambitious of the
current joint projects have been presented to
the Russian public in recent months. The
Pobeda-Seungli project aims to repair the
dilapidated North Korean rail network -- the
project is led by Mostovik, a large Russian
company. In exchange, the North Korean gov-
ernment promised the company access to
North Korea’s allegedly plentiful supply of
rare earths as well as to some coal mines. The
Russian side will sell these resources and rein-
vest some of the proceeds in repairing North
Korea’s railways. The project is supposed to
last for 15 years, and its estimated cost is $2.5

billion (not $20 billion, which was reported by
some media outlets).

Tellingly, in his interview the Mostovik
spokesman went out of his way to tell all who
would listen that this was a commercial pro-
ject that came with iron-clad guarantees of a
return. This approach is likely to be typical,
but it is also likely to be of great disappoint-
ment to the North Korean side, which is used
to large amounts of free handouts. Given the
sorry state of affairs in Mostovik headquarters
(the company is now nearly bankrupt), one
cannot be too optimistic about the project’s
future, but even if it is going to survive, it will
be based on purely commercial foundations.

This is probably not what the North Korean
government, used to giveaways from its part-
ners, expects -- even though it will probably
take a few years before the North Korean lead-
ers will realize that their Russian contacts
mean business when they say that the coopera-
tion should be “mutually beneficial.”
However, this is not necessarily bad news for
the future of the Korean Peninsula. Interaction
with Russian companies might serve as a valu-
able lesson for North Korea’s elite, which
badly needs to get some modern, international
business experience. However, there is no rea-
son to expect that Russia is willing to play the
role that was once played by the Soviet Union.
It is not going to become North Korea’s gener-
ous and forgiving sponsor. (Yonhap) 

There is no reason to expect that Russia is willing to play the role that was once

played by the Soviet Union. It is not going to become North Korea’s generous and

forgiving sponsor.
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I. Introduction

South Korean policymakers dealing with the unification of the two
Koreas need to consider North Korea’s situation and position, even if
they want to take the initiative in bringing the two countries together.
The North is comprised of the general public and the ruling group,
with authorities making the political decisions. The unification
process is important in forming political and other institutional sys-
tems, as well as an environment where people from both the North
and the South can live affluently and in harmony with one another.
The German unification has significant implications for Koreans
because the mental integration of eastern and western Germans is still
underway, despite the successful institutional unification of the two
German countries  in early October 1990. And noteworthy is the fact
that East German citizens chose  free democracy as their political sys-
tem when given the choice.  

North Korea watchers in Seoul and elsewhere, as well as the South
Korean public, are concerned about North Koreans’ views on unifica-
tion. How eager are they for a unified Korea? What kind of a unified
Korea do they want to see? If South Korea’s unification policy is far
different from these views, then the South must change it.  

South Korean research institutes, higher educational institutions
and organizations under the umbrella of the government have con-
ducted opinion polls regularly in a move to detect any changes in
South Korean citizens’ views on unification.1) In particular, such opin-
ion polls have been conducted in the South whenever an important
issue regarding the inter-Korean relationship has emerged.2) The
South Korean government has used the results of the polls as basic
data for formulating its policy, and they have served as guidelines for
the South in preparing for  unification. 

By Kang Dong-wan,
professor of Dong-A 

University in Busan

A Study of North Koreans’ Views on Unification:
Based on Interviews with 100 North Koreans in China
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But such opinion polls involving North
Korean citizens, plus studies of them, have
been rarely conducted in South Korea. This is
because there are many restrictions on such
polls and interviews with North Koreans.
South Korean pollers, for instance, cannot use
telephones for their surveys. They can only get
access to North Koreans through direct contact
with them when they travel abroad. 

Despite the restrictions, however, such
opinion polls and analyses of them are neces-
sary if the South wants to establish a proper
unification policy that reflects North Koreans’
views. For this reason, this writer has conduct-
ed such an opinion poll through direct contact
with 100 North Korean citizens in China. The
opinion poll was aimed at getting North
Koreans’ views on unification and helping the
South Korean government establish a proper
unification policy reflecting their views.

II. Methodology for This Study

1. Theme

This essay was based on interviews with
100 North Korean citizens in China over a
five-month period starting in January 2014
and was aimed at hearing their views on unifi-
cation.3) The North Koreans were not in China
to take refuge in South Korea or to emigrate to
China or other foreign countries, but were
there, with an entry visa, to purchase grain,
conduct business or meet with their relatives.   

The North Koreans were given a question-
naire before they were interviewed, which
regarded 1) their views on unification, 2) their
perception of and tastes for South Korea, 3)
their tastes for neighboring countries, 4) the

real situation facing the North Korean econo-
my and society, and 5) the ways they access
mass media in the North and China. This
essay, however, focuses on their opinions on
unification.  

The main item in the questionnaire is divid-
ed into four sub-items; the first of which
regards the necessity and timing of unification.
This sub-item includes the following ques-
tions: “How much do you and your neighbors
want unification? What is the reason you want
unification? When do you expect unification
to be achieved?”  

The second sub-item concerns the benefits
of unification. It includes the question: “What
benefits will North Korea and its citizens gain
from unification?”  

The third one regards the ways to achieve
unification. It includes the following ques-
tions: “What is your view on the ways to
achieve unification? What is the most neces-
sary requirement to achieve unification? What
is your opinion on the type of political regime
in a unified Korea? Do you think it is possible
for the two Koreas to unify under the commu-
nist principle of “national liberation” as
desired by North Korea?” The last question
can serve as a guidepost to the stability of the
current North Korean socialist regime because
it assesses the pollees’ loyalty to their govern-
ment and socialism. 

The fourth sub-item deals with the practical
integration of North and South Koreans. It
includes the following questions: “Do you
think North and South Koreans can get along
with each other in a unified Korea? Do you
acknowledge the present wide cultural and
mental gap between North and South
Koreans? If you admit it exists, how long will
it take to overcome this gap and achieve inte-
gration? Where do you want to live in a uni-
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fied Korea: the northern area or the southern
one? How should a unified Korea deal with
the nuclear weapons produced by North
Korea?” 

2. Objects

It is the principle of any study of this kind
to make public the pollees’ sex, age, place of
residence and educational background. But to
ensure the security of the pollees, this essay
will release only minimum statistical data on
the North Koreans interviewed.4) And if neces-
sary, it will unveil only the sex and age of
some pollees, with their identities kept secret.
Characteristics of the 100 pollees are as fol-
lows. First of all, they visited China to meet
their relatives living there and the duration of
their stay in China ranged from six months to
one year. They usually get economic aid from
their relatives or they work to earn money for
themselves in China during the period of their
stay. If and when they fail to secure a desirable
amount of money during that period, they usu-
ally illegally extend the duration of their stay
and continue  to work for money. They are
required only to pay a fine to the customs
office if they stay longer in China than they
are allowed when they return to North Korea.
No extraordinary disciplinary actions were
taken against them. Some of the pollees
arrived in China a few days ago and others
have stayed in China over one year.

Four of the 100 pollees entered China in
2012, 53 in 2013 and 43 in 2014. Two of them
were in their teens, two others in their 20s, 10
in their 30s, 22 in their 40s, 38 in their 50s, 22
in their 60s and four in their 70s. Men num-
bered 48 and women 52. Sixteen of them came
from Pyongyang, two from Nampho, 12 from

South Phyongan Province, 46 from North
Phyongan Province, one from South
Hamgyong Province, two from North
Hamgyong Province, six from Chagang
Province, eight from South Hwanghae
Province, five from North Hwanghae Province
and two from Kangwon Province. Twelve of
the people’s highest level of education was
elementary school, 82 secondary school, three
junior college and two college, as well as one
who had not received any formal education.    

An analysis of the aforementioned demo-
graphic data on the pollees reveals the mean-
ing and the limitation of this study. The fact
that an overwhelming majority of the pollees’
highest level of education was elementary and
secondary schools indicates that this survey
can hardly reflect the North Korean elites’
views. Another problem of this survey is that
the proportion of middle-aged and old people
is much higher than that of youths. But on the
positive side, the pollees came from a wide
range of places in the North, and there were
almost the same number of men as there were
women. The majority of the pollees also had
stayed in China for less than a year.  

III. North Koreans’ Views on
Unification

1. Necessity and Timing of Unification

Ninety-five of the 100 pollees said unifica-
tion is necessary, while only five of them said
it is unnecessary. When asked why they
thought unification is necessary, 48 out of the
95 pollees, or 49 percent, said it would rapidly
develop the Korean economy; 24 people, or 25
percent, said it would reintegrate people with
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the same ethnic roots; 16 pollees, or 17 per-
cent, said it would improve living conditions
for all Koreans; six people, or 7 percent, said it
would relieve the suffering of separated fami-
lies; and one person, or 2 percent, said it
would prevent another war on the Korean
Peninsula.  

Three of the five pollees who said unification
was not necessary said if the two Koreas can
maintain peace and make personnel and physi-
cal exchanges, there will be no problems. One
of them said unification will result in a heavy
burden for all Koreans, while the other one said
unification will hamper socio-economic and
political development for all Koreans.   

Asked how much the pollees’ neighbors
desire unification, 95 of the 100 pollees said
their neighbors want unification very much,
two said they want it a little, one said they
have some desire and the remaining two said
they don’t want it at all. Their answers indi-
cate that an overwhelming majority of North
Koreans want unification. 

Asked about North Koreans opposed to uni-
fication, 35 of the 100 pollees pointed their
fingers at senior officials of the central offices
of the ruling Workers’ Party, two at the mili-
tary and one at merchants, while the 62 others
didn’t give an answer. As a majority of the
pollees were general citizens, such as farmers
and laborers, they were likely reluctant to sin-
gle out an elite Party cadre or the military,
even if they had an opinion on the matter.       

Regarding the timing of unification, 27 of
the 100 pollees said it will take place within
five years, 29 within 10 years, 12 within 20
years, six within 30 years and seven after more
than 30 years, with 19 others saying unifica-
tion is impossible. In other words, 56 percent
of the pollees believed unification can be
achieved within 10 years. 

2. Benefits of Unification

Eighty-two pollees said the benefits of uni-
fication will outweigh the costs, while 18 oth-
ers felt the opposite way. Asked how much
unification will benefit North Korea, 88 of the
100 pollees said “very much,” nine said
“somewhat” and three said “not much.” In
other words, 97 percent of the pollees thought
unification will benefit the North.    

Asked whether or not unification will bene-
fit them, 91 people said it will benefit them “a
lot,” six said “somewhat” and one said “not
particularly,” with two giving no answer. In
other words, 97 percent of the pollees said uni-
fication will benefit them, the same as for the
previous question, indicating an overwhelming
majority of the pollees thought unification will
benefit not only North Korea but North
Korean citizens as well. 

3. Ways for Unification 

In the opinion poll of the 100 North
Koreans, “the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
South Korea and the repeal of the National
Security Law” topped the list of “urgent
requirements for unification,” followed by
“inter-Korean summit talks, inter-Korean eco-
nomic exchanges, the easing of inter-Korean
tensions,  reforms and an opening-up of the
North” and “a solution to the question of sepa-
rated families.” This indicates that North
Koreans believe in the same unification for-
mula that their government trumpets. With the
100 pollees given the right to choose two of
six options, the U.S. forces and the South
Korean National Security Law got 49 votes,
inter-Korean summit talks 42 votes, inter-
Korean economic exchanges 31 votes, inter-
Korean tensions 28 votes, reforms and an
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opening-up of the North 27 votes and separat-
ed families had 23 votes. 

As for the socio-political and economic sys-
tem of a unified Korea, the South Korean free
democratic, capitalist regime was favored by
34 of the 100 pollees, the North Korean social-
ist one by seven, and a compromise between
the North and South Korean systems by 26.
Eight pollees want the North and South
Korean systems to be maintained in the north-
ern half of a unified Korea and the southern
half, respectively, while 24 others did not care
what system a unified Korea adopts. One
pollee gave no answer. 

As for the most probable unification formu-
la, eight people voted for unification to be
achieved under North Korea’s initiative, seven
for unification after the sudden collapse of the
North Korean regime, 22 for unification
though South Korea’s absorption of the North
and 59 for unification through negotiations
between the two Koreas on equal footings
after reforms and an opening-up of the North,
with one pollee giving no answer. 

Asked about the possibilities of unification
to be achieved under communist rule, nine
people said it is “highly possible,” eight said it
is “more or less possible,” four said it is “close
to impossible,” 55 said it is “completely
impossible” and 24 said they aren’t sure.      

IV. North Koreans’ Views on
Unification Shown in In-
depth Interviews

1. How Much Do They Want Unification?

Surveys of South Koreans on unification
have often shown their indifference. In sharp
contrast, most North Koreans want to see a

unified Korea as soon as possible and wish
that Koreans can live in affluence. Ninety-five
of the 100 pollees said they want the two
Koreas to unify. What are the reasons for their
position?

Above all, North Koreans expect their liv-
ing conditions to improve in a unified Korea.
Asked about why unification is necessary, 49
percent of the pollees said they need “more
economic development,” while expressing the
belief that all Koreans will live happily in
affluence in a unified Korea. 

A woman in her 40s said, “Unification is
necessary because I want to eat to my heart’s
content.” 

North Koreans believe that in a unified
Korea, former South Korean citizens will pro-
vide former North Korean ones with a lot of
economic assistance. 

A man in his 40s said, “There are many nat-
ural resources in North Korea, but it cannot
afford to develop them. The North also lacks
technologies ... and we will most likely be
well-off in a unified Korea because of South
Korea’s advanced technologies.” A similar
belief was held by a woman in her 40s.
Another woman in her 60s said that by watch-
ing TV programs in China, she was awakened
to the fact that South Koreans  live more com-
fortably than North Koreans do. She expected
to live better in a unified Korea.

Economic factors -- at 49 percent -- topped
the list of reasons for unification, followed by
the humanitarian requirement for “people with
the same ethnic roots to reunite” at 25 percent. 

A man in his 50s from Pyongyang said,
“Koreans have had the same ethnic roots since
ancient times, and they had lived in the same
country for a long time. Heartbreakingly, how-
ever, the country was divided into two halves,
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and they have been living there separately.” 
He was interviewed in February 2014, at the

same time a group of members of the same
families from the North and the South met.
The man, who watched scenes from the meet-
ing through a South Korean TV program, said,
“It is very depressing for them that they can-
not visit each other although they live so close.
Because of this, unification should be
achieved as soon as possible.”

Seventeen percent of them said unification
is necessary to improve the living conditions
for all Koreans whether they live in the north-
ern half or the southern half of the Korean
Peninsula. And many of them expected to live
more freely in a unified Korea. 

A woman in her 30s, whose hometown is in
North Hwanghae Province, said, “(North
Koreans) today are similar to birds living
locked in a cage,” adding that she wants to
live, see and eat as she pleases, like a free bird. 

A majority of the interviewees said North
Koreans don’t talk about unification amongst
themselves although most of them want it
because it is political. They said about 60 per-
cent of their neighbors, including their friends,
favor unification.      

A man in his 50s said he expects the poor
human rights situation facing North Koreans
will improve in a unified Korea. Asked if he
knew what human rights are, he described
human rights as “the basic right to move any-
where freely,” saying that he wants to be
allowed simply to go any place he wants. 

2. Responses of North Koreans Who Do Not
Want Unification

Naturally, among the interviewees were
those who do not want to live in a unified

country. As aforementioned, five of the 100
interviewees did not feel a need for unifica-
tion. They said they have given up on unifica-
tion because it has not been achieved yet, even
though it has been mentioned for such a long
time. They also said what they want is not uni-
fication but a change in the troublesome situa-
tion they face. They are willing even to have
war if it will lead to change because their lives
are too tough. 

The case was similar with a woman in her
50s. While in North Korea, she was unaware
of the fact that the two Koreas were in con-
frontation over the Kaesong Industrial
Complex. She became informed of the suspen-
sion of the complex through a TV program
while in China. She thought it will be very dif-
ficult for the two Koreas to achieve unifica-
tion, when they couldn’t even reach an agree-
ment to solve problems regarding the industri-
al park.

3. What Benefits Do North Koreans Expect
to Gain in a Unified Korea?

South Koreans have often said that the two
Koreas would create synergy when they com-
bine the South’s capital with the North’s labor
force in a unified Korea. In other words, they
can play a win-win game when they stimulate
economic growth through that formula. Then,
what benefits do they expect to gain in a uni-
fied Korea? What actually are the practical
benefits of unification to be accorded to North
Koreans?

Above all, they desire to be able to travel
anywhere while doing such business as com-
merce and trade. This makes sense because in
North Korea today they need a pass even when
they visit an area near their hometown. They
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were awakened to the freedom of travel after
they visited China, where they can go by bus
anywhere they want to go. Some interviewees
said they want to do business while traveling in
former South Korea in a unified nation.

Many interviewees expected a unified
Korea will be successful economically and all
Koreans living there will enjoy more comfort-
able lives. 

A woman in her 40s said, “Nobody will be
idle at home in a unified Korea,” implying the
troublesome situation facing the North today
where the socialist rationing system is dys-
functional and many North Koreans have
nothing to do even at work.  

A majority of the interviewees were aware
of the fact that the living conditions for gener-
al citizens in South Korea are much better than
in North Korea and expected their living con-
ditions will improve in a unified Korea
because of assistance from the former South
Korean citizens. 

They believed that economic activities are
brisk in South Korea, while the North has yet
to solve its food problem. They also expected
North Koreans will be wealthy in a unified
Korea, utilizing natural resources to rapidly
develop more facilities and prospering from
investments from former South Korean citi-
zens and institutions.  

An interviewee has testified that some
North Koreans are starving to death because of
the North’s excessive military spending and
war preparations. 

He said, “The citizens of our country, where
there are guns firing and war preparations
every day, are in pain. In a unified Korea,
there will be less economic waste, less misery
and much better living conditions.”

4. Who are North Koreans Opposing
Unification?

The interviewees were asked to answer the
following questions: “If you have neighbors
who oppose unification, who are they? What
are your views on the real identities of those in
the North who are opposed to unification?” 

Presented as possible answers were 1) senior
Party central office officials, 2)  military
authorities, 3) professors and research fellows,
who are classified as a group of people whose
political and economic status in the North is
high. Of course, in North Korea people’s politi-
cal status today does not necessarily coincide
with their economic status because business
activities have improved there in recent years.
Most of the 100 interviewees are general labor-
ers or farmers with no membership in the
Workers’ Party and with low political status. 

Thirty-five people said senior officials
opposed unification, two pointed to military
authorities and one said merchants. The 62 oth-
ers did not answer the question. According to
35 interviewees, general North Korean citizens,
who are poor and powerless, want unification
so much that they want it to happen as soon as
possible even if they die in the near future
while powerful citizens are against it because
they are wealthy and living comfortably.

5. Will Former North and South Koreans
Get Along with Each Other in a Unified
Korea?

Not only is institutional and political unifica-
tion of the two Koreas important, but the post-
unification development to mentally integrate
the citizens from the North and the South is also
important so they can live in harmony with
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mutual understanding. For this reason, North
and South Koreans’ views about the relationship
between them in a unified Korea is essential for
policymakers in preparation for unification.   

As aforementioned, 70 percent of the inter-
viewees said North and South Koreans will
have few troubles in getting along in a unified
Korea, while the remaining 30 percent said
they will have trouble. Some of those with the
positive view ascribed their view to the similar
customs and ways of living in both Koreas.
Some said that North Koreans usually have
prejudice against South Koreans because the
North’s education on the southerners, but that
Chinese TV programs awakened the pollees to
the fact that South Koreans are not much dif-
ferent from North Koreans in terms of living
and their personalities.

A woman in her 30s said an important fac-
tor conducive to unification is that all Koreans
speak the same language. A woman in her 40s,
who had friendly feelings toward South
Koreans, said that South Koreans will likely
fully understand North Koreans because they
are polite and there will be little trouble for
former citizens of North and South Korea to
be friendly with each other. 

A man in his 50s said it will take consider-
able time for them to become friendly and get
along with each other because of the gap
between South and North Koreans today, with
regards to, among other things, their standard
of living and technologies. 

A man in his 40s believed that socio-eco-
nomic disorder in a unified Korea probably
can be prevented if North Korea can stand on
its own feet economically when the two
Koreas unite. In other words, he viewed that
there undoubtedly will be a wide gap between
the poor and the rich and a clear difference in

the perception of economic views between the
citizens of a unified country. In particular,
North Korea is accustomed to getting assis-
tance from South Korea, but proper ties
between the two Koreas can be established
only when the North can reciprocate the
South’s generosity.

V. Comparison between North and
South Koreans’ Unification
Views and Policy Challenges

This essay has so far discussed 100 North
Koreans’ views on unification through inter-
views and an opinion poll. They have visited
China one or more times and witnessed
Chinese daily living while receiving foreign
information. For this reason, their views can
hardly represent the majority of North
Koreans who have not travelled overseas. But
the writer has made an attempt to overcome
the shortcomings of this study, choosing 16
Koreans from Pyongyang and 58 others from
North and South Phyongan provinces, the cen-
tral areas of the North, as interviewees and
pollees in the opinion poll, and asking them
about their neighbors’ views. 

Noteworthy is the fact that a majority of the
North Korean pollees believe unification will
come within 10 years, a relatively short peri-
od, and that the North’s reforms and an open-
ing-up, plus inter-Korean exchanges, ranked
second in a list of requirements for unification,
indicating many North Koreans think of unifi-
cation in economic terms. The case is the same
with the question about the nature of a politi-
cal and socio-economic regime of a unified
Korea, with 34 percent of the pollees favoring
a free democratic, capitalist regime. These
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views imply that many North Koreans expect
unification will provide them with socio-polit-
ical freedom and economic benefits.  

Despite these encouraging factors for South
Korea, however, noteworthy is the point that
the number of interviewees, who favor unifi-
cation through a compromise of the two
Koreas on equal footing after the North imple-
ments reforms and opens up, more than dou-
bled that of those who want unification
through the South’s absorption of the North. 

All of the interviewees admitted to the dif-
ference between North Koreans and South
Koreans in their economic status and the way
of their living, but a majority of them felt they
can overcome the difference within five years
after unification. In sharp contrast, surveys of
South Koreans on the same subject have
showed that many of them worry about the
process for the integration of former North and
South Korean citizens in a unified Korea.  

It might be improper to compare the results of
the survey for this essay and the 2014 survey of
South Korean citizens’ views on unification
conducted by the Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies in Seoul National University
(SNU) because of the major differences of the
questionnaires. There is a difference in the
responses of the two surveys regarding the tim-
ing of unification. A majority of the 100 North
Korean pollees expected the unification to come
within 10 years, while 61 percent of the 1,200
South Korean pollees said unification will be
achieved only when conditions improve.  

As far as the nature of the socio-political and
economic regime of a unified Korea is con-
cerned, the survey involving North Koreans
and that for South Koreans have something in
common. Thirty-four percent of the North
Korean pollees want the current South Korean

free democratic, capitalist system to be the sys-
tem for a unified Korea, followed by 26 choos-
ing a system compromised between the North
and the South. The comparable figures in the
2014 survey of the SNU institute were 44.9
percent for the South Korean system and 37.9
percent for a compromised one.  

But noteworthy is the fact that only 22 per-
cent of North Korean pollees wanted the unifi-
cation to be achieved through the South’s
absorption of the North, while 59 percent
desired the unification to be made through an
inter-Korean agreement after the North’s
reforms and opening-up. This indicates that
North and South Koreans might differ over the
course of achieving unification.

The point that South Korean policymakers
need to closely regard is that North Koreans
expect to greatly benefit from unification
while South Koreans don’t. The policymakers
also need to pay attention to the difference in
the perception of unification between North
and South Koreans, and the serious economic
and social frustration likely to be felt by for-
mer North Korean citizens in a unified Korea.    

A dominant portion of the North Korean
pollees desire unification. But not a few of
them were skeptical of unification, In particu-
lar, they foresaw a thorny process of  unifica-
tion when they came to know the situation fac-
ing the Kaesong Industrial Complex, where
the two Koreas have yet to reach an array of
agreements, which are essential for its proper
operation.   

The South Korean policymakers are also
required to consider North Koreans’ views on
nuclear weapons and U.S. forces in South
Korea, which are incompatible with the
South’s policy toward North Korea. In other
words, the withdrawal of U.S. forces and the
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repeal of the National Security Law in the South
were requirements for unification, according to
the largest portion of North Korean pollees. And
a majority of the North Koreans called for the
North’s suspension of nuclear weapons develop-
ment, reforms and opening-up. But 35 of them,
or more than one-third, wanted the North to
continue to possess nuclear weapons, in opposi-
tion to the position held by South Korea and the
international community.

This study also presented a challenge to
South Korea’s policy for population move-
ments in a unified Korea when it showed there
is a small gap between the number of North
Koreans who wanted to live in its northern
half (41) and that of those who wanted to live
in its southern half (32). 

It revealed that North Koreans are aware of
the developed South Korean economy and
expect an economically advanced unified
Korea. South Korea is required to formulate a
proper unification policy in a way that encour-
ages North Koreans to choose the free democ-
ratic political, capitalist economic system of
the South. 

Also noteworthy was the fact that many
North Korean pollees said unification should
be achieved in a step-by-step process because
of the wide economic gap between the two
Koreas. In other words, they said unification
should be preceded by the North’s economic
development. This study, however, also
revealed that the adverse situation facing North
Korea today can serve as a “unique exit” to its
change. Some of the North Korean pollees said
they can endure even a war for change, an indi-
cation that unification is extremely urgent for
North Koreans. This study of North Koreans’
views on unification probably has provided our
society with a chance to review our position on

unification. Now is the time for us to under-
stand the situation facing North Koreans and
share their feelings.  

(This an excerpt from the essay carried in
Unification Policy Studies, Vol. 23, No. 2
(2014), a biannual journal published by the
Korea Institute for National Unification, a
government-financed think-tank in Seoul,)

Notes:

1) A typical institute for such a survey is the Institute
for Peace and Unification Studies in Seoul
National University (SNU), which has conducted
a survey of South Koreans’ views on North Korea,
the unification and South Korea’s unification poli-
cy from July-August annually since 2007. The
survey is conducted in interviews with 1,200
South Korean citizens aged 19-65 sampled in 16
provinces and cities.

2) Such a survey is also conducted by the National
Unification Advisory Council and the Hyundai
Research Institute. The latest survey was conduct-
ed in 2014 three times jointly by the Asan Institute
for Policy Studies and the Dong-A Ilbo, one of the
most influential newspapers published in Seoul,
with 1,000 sampled pollees aged 19 or older. The
first one was made during Sept. 4-6, the second
during Sept. 7-9, and the third during Oct. 6-8,
immediately after three senior North Korean offi-
cials, including Hwang Pyong-so, chief of the
General Political Bureau of the North Korean
army, visited South Korea to encourage the North
Korean team participating in the Incheon Asian
Games.

3) For this study, preliminary interviews with 20-plus
North Koreans were made during July-December
2013 in advance of the interviews with 100 North
Koreans visiting China. 

4) Individual identities of the North Korean pollees,
including names, places of residence, ages and
educational background, were kept secret for their
security, but statistical data on their identities were
made public to raise the credibility of this study.
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Internal Affairs

N. Korea fires 5 short-range missiles into East Sea 

North Korea fired five short-range missiles into the East Sea on Feb. 8, South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said, amid tensions ahead of March’s planned military drills between Seoul
and Washington. 

The projectiles were “presumed to be fired from its eastern border town of Wonsan in a northeast-
ern direction for about 50 minutes from 4:20 p.m. in succession,” JCS spokesman Jeon Ha-kyu said,
adding that they flew some 200 kilometers before landing in the sea.

The firing is the North’s second missile launch this year, after the Feb. 6 launch of anti-ship mis-
siles under the guidance of its leader, Kim Jong-un, the JCS said. 

“North Korea kicked off drills of the same kind two weeks earlier than last year,” Jeon said. “(The
South Korean military) will remain vigilant against additional launches while strengthening its joint
surveillance posture with the United States.” 

While the military is analyzing details of the missiles and the intention of the launch, another mil-
itary officer said that it is presumed to be “the North’s new type of tactical missile that it test-fired
last year.”

The latest launch came ahead of the planned Seoul-Washington military drill scheduled in March,
which Pyongyang claims is a “dress rehearsal for a northward invasion.”

“It appears to be the North’s saber-rattling, particularly after its relations with the U.S. have been
deteriorating in recent months,” the officer said. 

The U.S. imposed fresh sanctions on North Korea over its alleged hacking attacks on Sony
Pictures after it released “The Interview,” a satire film which depicts a plot to assassinate the North
Korean ruler. (Yonhap)

N.K. successfully test-fires ‘ultra-precision anti-ship rocket’: state media

North Korea has developed a new “ultra-precision anti-ship rocket” that will be deployed soon at
its naval units following a recent successful test-firing, its state media said on Feb. 7.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un “watched a test-firing of new type of an anti-ship rocket” to be
equipped at naval units “before long,” the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said in a report in
English. 

“The ultra-precision anti-ship rocket blasted off from a rocket boat. The intelligent rocket precise-
ly sought, tracked and hit the ‘enemy’ ship after taking a safe flight,” the KCNA said.

It was not clear where the test-firing took place, but the report, monitored in Seoul, said that it was
ordered by the East Sea fleet head, indicating that it was likely launched off the east coast of the country.

It didn’t specify when it happened and other details such as the rocket’s range.
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The Rodong Sinmun, North Korea’s main newspaper, later disclosed a photo showing a rocket
being launched from a warship. 

A South Korean official said the anti-ship rocket fired from a warship is believed to be a KN-type
missile that was developed by North Korea. The official said South Korea has reached the conclu-
sion through an in-depth analysis of the photo.

The North expected that the new anti-ship rocket will “bring a great change in the navy’s defense
of territorial waters and strongly react to any attempt of the enemy’s fleets of warships for military
attack.” 

Kim was quoted as expressing satisfaction with the development and successful launch of the
anti-ship rocket. He also called for production of “more tactical guided weapons of high precision
and intelligence” based on the knowledge gained from the test-firing. (Yonhap)

N. Korean leader invites fighter pilots to his office

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un invited a group of elite fighter jet pilots to his office, according
to Pyongyang’s media on Feb. 2, amid his keen interest in beefing up the country’s air power.

In a meeting with the 17 pilots on award leave following recent combat flight drills, Kim praised
them for having “always kept themselves on a high alert to glorify their life like a star in the spirit of
suicide attack, the priceless mental asset,” reported the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).  

It quoted Kim as adding, “They should continue to conduct flight drills in hard conditions so
intensively that they can dash the strongholds of aggressors like the blizzards of Mount Paektu and
inflict merciless strikes if they show any attempt of aggression.”

He also had a photo session with the pilots, the KCNA said, at the Central Committee of the
Workers’ Party of Korea building. Kim serves as the first secretary of the party and also the supreme
commander of the Korean People’s Army. It stopped short of specifying the time.

In January, Kim visited the aviation and air defense force headquarters. He has often observed
pilots’ flight exercises, reiterating the significance of the air force in national defense. 

In another public activity, Kim toured an exhibition on equipment and tools used by the military’s
engineer and construction units.

He underlined the need for the construction sector to steadily upgrade the utensils and tools so as
to ensure construction at a higher speed and quality with less manpower and materials, said the
KCNA. (Yonhap)

N. Korean military stages river-crossing drill

North Korea’s front-line troops staged a river-crossing attack exercise, state media said on Jan.
27, as Pyongyang is upset about U.S. President Barack Obama’s recent remarks and the continued
scattering of propaganda leaflets by South Korean activists.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un “organized and guided” the winter drill of the armored infantry
sub-units of the motorized strike group in the western sector of the front of the country’s military,
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reported the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). It did not specify the timing and venue.
Kim was quoted as stressing the importance of honing capabilities to mount a “deadly attack,”

saying a “powerful offensive means rock-firm defense.”
Carrying a similar report, the (North) Korean Central Broadcasting Station described the U.S. as a

deadly foe and claimed it blatantly revealed an ambition to topple the socialist system. (Yonhap) 

External Affairs

N. Korea names new point man on U.S. affairs

North Korea’s former deputy chief of its mission to the United Nations has been named as new
head of the North American affairs department at Pyongyang’s foreign ministry, a diplomatic source
in Seoul said on Feb. 11.

Han Song-ryol, who assumed the No. 2 post at the North’s U.N. mission from 2009-2013, will
replace predecessor Ri Kun, the source said. The appointment was made as Ri has been named
North Korea’s new ambassador to Poland.

Han also served as the deputy chief of the North’s mission to the U.N. from 2002-2006.
“His experiences in the U.S. seem to have been taken into account for the appointment,” the

source said.
North Korea’s mission to the U.N. in New York has served as a key direct communication channel

between the two sides, referred to as the “New York channel,” for arranging higher-level contacts.
Han’s appointment raises expectations that he could revive contact between Washington and

Pyongyang if situations improve.
Relations between the U.S. and North Korea have deteriorated following Washington’s fresh

sanctions on the North over its alleged cyber-attack on Sony Pictures.
The U.S. has vowed to seek a two-track strategy of pressure and dialogue when dealing with

North Korea. (Yonhap)

Seasoned diplomat named to serve as N. Korea’s new envoy to Poland

Ri Kun, a seasoned diplomat who has handled U.S. affairs, has been named as North Korea’s new
envoy to Poland, the country’s state-run news agency KCNA said on Feb. 7.

Ri, the director general in charge of North American affairs at the North’s foreign ministry, will
replace Kim Pyong-il who has recently been transferred to the Czech Republic. Kim, a younger
half-brother of late North Korean leader Kim Jong-il, had served as the North’s ambassador to
Poland for 17 years.

Kim Jong-il is the late father of current leader Kim Jong-un. (Yonhap)



Vantage Point     March 2015

44

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

N. Korea launches anti-money laundering body 

North Korea has created a national committee on efforts to fight money laundering and terrorist
financing, a senior Pyongyang official confirmed on Feb. 3.

The communist nation’s move came after it joined the Asia/Pacific Group on Money Laundering
(APG), the Asia-Pacific arm of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) under the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), last year.

“The National Coordinating Committee is an organ to guide projects to prevent money laundering
and financing of terrorism,” Kim Chon-gyun, head of North Korea’s central bank said in an inter-
view with the Choson Sinbo. The newspaper is published by the pro-Pyongyang General
Association of Korean Residents in Japan, or Chongryon.

The panel, chaired by a deputy premier of the Cabinet, involves officials from the central bank,
the foreign ministry, the finance ministry, and law-enforcement authorities, he added.

The North has already revised its penal code to take punitive measures against related violations
in accordance with international norms, said Kim.

In January, Pyongyang said that it sent a letter to the FATF, based in Paris, pledging the sincere
implementation of an action plan to meet global anti-money laundering standards. (Yonhap)

N. Korea asks U.N. to revoke rights resolution

North Korea’s foreign minister has formally requested the United Nations to revoke a 2014 reso-
lution against the communist nation’s human rights record, arguing it was based on falsified infor-
mation.

In a Jan. 2 letter to U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Foreign Minister Ri Su-yong pointed
out that Shin Dong-hyuk, a defector from the communist nation, admitted inaccuracies in his testi-
mony to the U.N. investigators as to his experiences at prison camps there.

Shin authored a book titled “Escape from Camp 14” and provided information to the U.N.
Commission of Inquiry (COI) on the North’s human rights abuse. He later said some of his accounts
were incorrect, including the timing of his stay at the camp.

The COI’s findings served as a key cause for the tough-worded resolution against Pyongyang last
year for its human rights violation. It includes a recommendation for the Security Council to refer
the North’s leaders to the International Criminal Court.

“In such a case, it will be more evident that the UN arena where the impartiality and objectivity
become the principles of activities was misused for the anti-DPRK (North Korea) ‘human rights’
racket and this will result in deeply undermining the confidence the UN enjoys,” read Ri’s letter,
according to the North’s official Korean Central News Agency on Feb. 4.

The minister said it’s an insult to the U.N. to frame up the resolution based on lies and fabrica-
tions and asked the international body to take measures to make it null and void, added the KCNA.
(Yonhap)
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N. Korea all out to discredit rights abuse charges 

North Korea is going all out to discredit human rights abuse charges following a well-known
defector’s recent confession of errors in his accounts about life in the communist country.

On Jan. 18, Shin Dong-hyuk, one of the most frequently cited survivors of brutal North Korean
prison camps, admitted to some errors in the timeline and the location of his accounts of experience
and defection from North Korea’s political prison camp.

Shin’s confession has challenged the credibility of a United Nations commission of inquiry (COI)
report on North Korea human rights violations, which heavily drew on the case of Shin’s birth and
sufferings at a prison camp in the North.

Shin admitted that he was raised at a lighter-security prison camp rather than at the most brutal
one, where he was previously known to have been born and tortured.

This prompted North Korea to launch full-fledged efforts to discredit Shin and international
human rights abuse charges.

In a statement issued by the association of human rights studies on Jan. 21, North Korea said the
recent U.N. COI report is “sheer lies” because testimonies by North Korean defectors, including
Shin, which the report is based on, cannot be trusted.

“So needless to say, all the ‘resolutions on the human rights’ forcibly adopted against the DPRK
on the basis of such false documents are invalid,” the statement noted.

The statement was later followed by letters to the U.N. and its Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon by
North Korean Ambassador to the U.N. Ja Song-nam, as well as So Se-pyong, ambassador to the
North Korean mission to Geneva, which called for the suspension of human rights violation charges
against North Korea. 

The U.S. and COI Chairman Michael Kirby came to the defense of the human rights report, saying
that the report is sufficient enough as evidence of North Korea’s deplorable human rights situation. 

Despite the defense, the North may muster further efforts to discredit testimonies of North Korean
defectors, as well as human rights violation charges based on the testimonies, experts said.

“So far, the testimonies of North Korean defectors played the key role in formulating the image of
North Korea to the outside world,” said Chang Yong-suk, a researcher at the Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies at Seoul National University. “The country could attempt to capitalize on the
recent episode of Shin in order to renew its negative image,” Chang noted. 

The COI report, which accused North Korea of “systemic, widespread and gross human rights
violations,” was the basis of the U.N.’s adoption of a human rights resolution late last year, calling
for the referral of the human right situation to the International Criminal Court.

North Korea has vehemently resisted the COI report, saying it’s a U.S. plot to topple the regime.
(Yonhap)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS



Vantage Point     March 2015

46

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Inter-Korean Affairs

S. Korea raps N. Korea over condemnation of PM nominee

South Korea expressed displeasure on Feb. 11 with North Korea’s verbal attack on Lee Wan-koo,
the nominee to become the South’s prime minister.

The unification ministry said the ongoing confirmation hearing on Lee is an internal matter.
“It’s regrettable that North Korea criticizes a nominee for (South Korea’s) official position,” min-

istry spokesman Lim Byeong-cheol said at a press briefing.
The two Koreas have already agreed to discontinue criticism and slandering each other and not to

intervene in the other side’s internal affairs, he pointed out.
In its main newspaper, the Rodong Sinmun, the North on Feb. 11 labeled Lee as a “boss of cor-

ruption.”
It cited a number of local media reports on Lee, former floor leader of the ruling Saenuri Party,

including his suspected real estate speculation and an alleged attempt to avoid mandatory military
service by his son. (Yonhap)

N. Korean striker Jong Tae-se willing to transform style

As he prepares for his third season in the top South Korean league, Jong Tae-se, the North Korean
striker for Suwon Samsung Bluewings, said on Feb. 2 he is willing to transform his game to bounce
back from a disappointing year.

The 30-year-old made his K League Classic debut in 2013 and netted 10 goals in 23 matches.
Last year, however, he was held to seven goals in 28 matches, and came off the bench in 12 of those
matches.

Speaking at Suwon’s training camp in Malaga, Spain, Jong said he had no one to blame but him-
self for losing playing opportunities.

“My biggest strength is playing an aggressive style of football, but my coaches don’t want me to
be too selfish,” Jong said. “So those who play better with the rest of the team got more opportunities
last year.”

Jong said nothing bothered him more than watching games from the bench, as Suwon finished
second in the K League Classic despite Jong’s inconsistent play.

“I will have to stop trying to do everything on my own to get more chances to play,” he added.
“Getting that opportunity to play is more important than scoring goals. Personally, I’d like to record
more assists and goals. I hope to become a playmaker who can create opportunities for my team-
mates and help the team win.”

Jong admitted that he tends to stress out a lot over his performance, and he’s found it difficult to
meet high expectations while competing in South Korea.
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Jong, who competed for North Korea at the 2010 FIFA World Cup, said he’s also not in top physi-
cal shape at the moment, though that’s mostly by design.

“I am going to take it slow so that I won’t peak too soon,” he said. “In the past, I would feel great
during training camps and would start feeling worse during the regular season.”

Internationally, Jong wasn’t part of the North Korean team that was knocked out of the group
stage at the AFC Asian Cup in January. He declined to comment on his current status with the
national team. (Yonhap)

U.S. nuke sub visits S. Korea for joint drill

A nuclear-powered U.S. submarine has arrived in South Korea to participate in an annual joint
military drill,  a naval officer in Seoul said on Feb. 2. 

The USS Olympia (SSN-717), a Los Angeles-class submarine, carrying some 120 sailors, arrived
in the southern port city of Jinhae, 410 kilometers south of Seoul, on Jan. 30, to attend the joint
Seoul-Washington three-day naval drill starting on Feb. 5, the naval officer said, requesting
anonymity. 

“The submarine will join a South Korean fleet to launch the drill focusing on detecting enemies’
submarines and surface vessels in waters near the Korean Peninsula in order to boost interoperabili-
ty between the two nations and to check joint readiness,” the officer said.

“It is not unusual for a nuclear-powered submarine from the U.S. to come here (South korea) for
the drill. Last year, the USS Colombia was here and took part in the annual Seoul-Washington exer-
cise of Foal Eagle,” he added. 

The U.S. military was not immediately available for any comments on the matter.
The 7,000-ton submarine Olympia, equipped with Tomahawk land attack missiles and without

any nuclear missiles, was forward deployed from Pearl Harbor at the invitation of the South Korean
Navy. 

The planned drill comes at a time when North Korea has called on the allies to stop their joint
military drills, claiming they are a rehearsal for a northward invasion, while Seoul and Washington
vow to carry them out as scheduled as they are defensive in nature.

It is also to take part in the ceremony marking the establishment of South Korea’s Submarine
Force Command in the port city later in the day, the officer said. 

On Feb. 1, the South Korean Navy inaugurated the submarine command as part of efforts to bol-
ster its underwater capabilities and combat readiness against North Korea. (Yonhap)

S. Korea to fund U.N. census of N. Korea

South Korea decided on Jan. 29 to offer US$1.3 million in assistance for a United Nations census
of the North Korean population this year, the unification ministry said.

The ministry plans to use the inter-Korean cooperation fund to support the U.N. Population Fund
(UNFPA), which is to conduct social and demographic research of the secretive communist nation’s
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households. The decision was made at a government-civilian committee meeting chaired by
Unification Minister Ryoo Kihl-jae. 

“The survey is intended to gather basic data for the international community’s effective North
Korea projects, including the U.N. agencies’ nutritional assistance programs for babies and infants
in North Korea,” said the ministry.

The South’s government provided the UNFPA with $2.3 million for its 2008 North Korea census.
The next census is slated for 2018.

The panel also agreed to spend 3.2 billion won ($2.9 million) for the publication of a joint dictio-
nary of the two Koreas.

In 2006, lexicographers from the two sides launched a committee to put out what is called the Big
Dictionary of the Korean People’s Language. (Yonhap)

S. Korea to support N. Korean doctors’ training in Germany

South Korea said on Jan. 28 it will resume a program to support North Korean medical doctors’
training in Germany.

The move, the first of its kind in seven years, is in line with the Park Geun-hye administration’s
push for expanding humanitarian aid for the impoverished neighbor.

The unification ministry plans to provide a North Korea-Germany group with 90 million won
(US$83,000) from the inter-Korean cooperation fund. It will be delivered through the (South) Korea
Foundation for International Healthcare.

In 2001, the North Korea-Germany Medical Association launched a project to help train the com-
munist nation’s doctors. A number of North Korean doctors were invited to Germany to learn the
latest medical techniques for several months at local hospitals.

South Korea offered funds for the program in 2007 and 2008, but cut the assistance amid wors-
ened relations with Pyongyang. (Yonhap)

S. Korea foils N. Korea’s rule revision plan on Kaesong

North Korea won’t be allowed to unilaterally revise rules on the security and safety of South
Korean businessmen at the Kaesong Industrial Complex, officials here said on Jan. 27.

It was belatedly known that Pyongyang notified Seoul in September of its plans to rewrite rele-
vant regulations.

In case South Korean firms withdraw businesses from the zone at the decision of the South’s
authorities, the North will be able to demand reparation, seize properties, and even detain business-
men involved if needed, according to a draft revision.

“We delivered a position that it’s unacceptable,” a unification ministry official told reporters.
“There has been no additional response from the North on the issue. We are closely monitoring the
North’s move.”

Another official, also speaking on background, said there is no possibility that the North will



Vantage Point     March 2015

49

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

revise the rules to that effect, as it is a matter to be decided through bilateral consultations and
agreement.

The Kaesong complex, launched in 2004, is a result of the historic inter-Korean summit in 2000
and the last remaining major joint venture between the two Koreas. About 120 South Korean gar-
ment and other labor-intensive plants employee more than 53,000 North Korean workers there.
(Yonhap)

Seoul pushing to convey DMZ park plan to North

South Korea is pushing for a meeting with North Korea during an international conference in
Switzerland to convey its plan to create a peace park in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) bisecting the
Koreas, officials said on Jan. 26. 

The plan to set up the ecological park in the DMZ was first drawn in 2013 by the Park Geun-hye
government as part of efforts to facilitate peace on the Korean Peninsula.

In its annual policy report for this year, the unification ministry again brought up the plan, saying
that the government will push to seek international cooperation, which is necessary to set up the
park in the military buffer zone, now controlled by the United Nations Command. 

“(Seoul) plans to dispatch a delegation of officials from the unification and environment min-
istries to the standing committee meeting to be held in Gland, Switzerland, from Jan. 26-30 and
brief international organization officials on the DMZ ecological peace park plan to seek their coop-
eration,” a government official said.

“If we get a chance to encounter the North Korean delegation, (we) will explain the DMZ park
plan to them,” the officials said.

North Korea is expected to dispatch its delegation to the 48th standing committee meeting of the
Ramsar Convention on wetlands as an observer country.

The South Korean delegation is scheduled to meet with the convention’s Secretary General
Christopher Briggs, as well as Marco Lambertini, the director general of the World Wide Fund for
Nature, during the five-day gathering, the officials said. 

It remains, however, to be seen whether the North will accept the plan, given the communist
country’s previous criticism over the DMZ park plan.

The DMZ, which is about 250 kilometers long and 4 km wide, is a mine-filled buffer zone, with
the rival Koreas technically in a state of war as the 1950-53 Korean War ended in a truce, not a
peace treaty. (Yonhap)

S. Korea eyes excavation of Koguryo tombs with North

South Korea will push for a joint excavation of tombs believed to be from the ancient Korean
kingdom of Koguryo (37 B.C.- A.D. 668) with North Korea, the government said on Jan. 22.

In 2011, North Korea’s state media reported that the country’s archaeologists had discovered a
group of some 30 ancient tombs in Taesong-dong in eastern Pyongyang. The tombs are presumed to
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date from the fourth- to seventh-century Koguryo, but not much is known about them.
“The government will push for a joint excavation of the Koguryo tombs in Pyongyang’s Taesong-

dong for the first time ever,” the Cultural Heritage Administration said in its 2015 policy plan sub-
mitted to President Park Geun-hye.

Pyongyang is a rich repository of cultural assets from the Koguryo era as it was the capital of the
ancient kingdom from A.D. 427 to 668.

This, if realized, would be the second inter-Korean governmental project for the joint excavation
of cultural assets in the North.

The two Koreas have been working together to excavate the site of Manwoldae, a Goryeo
Dynasty (918-1392) palace, in the ancient North Korean tourist city of Kaesong.

Under the policy plan, the agency said it will continue to conduct a joint archaeological survey of
the Manwoldae site this year.

Seoul will also seek to work together with Pyongyang to add “ssireum,” or traditional Korean
wrestling, and the scenic mountains of Kumgang and Seorak, both located near the inter-Korean
border, to UNESCO’s world heritage lists, it added. (Yonhap)

Exhibit featuring N.K. painters to open for first time in S. Korea 

An exhibition featuring artworks by North Korean painters will open in the South Korean city of
Goyang in late January, the first such event in South Korea, organizers said on Jan. 20.

The art exhibition hosted by the Springtime Art Foundation of the Netherlands will be held at the
KINTEX convention center in Goyang, just north of Seoul, from Jan. 29-March 6, they said.

About 150 paintings of 70 North Korean artists that the foundation had collected from the North
Korean border town of Kaesong will be on display during the exhibition themed “North Korean
Hidden Treasures Revealed.” 

Among the 70 are international award-winning painters such as Lim Ryol, Kong Chon-kwon,
Choe Ha-taek, Tak Hyo-yon, Shin Chol-wung and Kim Il-su.

The foundation previously had exhibitions of North Korean artworks on several occasions in
Europe, including one held in Lithuania in 2008 to display works by 106 North Korean artists.

“We hope this will be a meaningful event that would offer a chance for facilitating inter-Korean
cultural and art exchanges beyond the reality of inter-Korean division,” a KINTEX official in charge
of the art exhibition said.

The two Koreas remain technically in a state of war because the 1950-53 Korean War ended in a
truce, not a peace treaty.  (Yonhap)  

Kaesong-based firms bask in decent growth: data

The overall earnings of 10 South Korean companies that are operating in a jointly-run inter-
Korean industrial complex have increased by an average of over 10 percent per year since 2005,
data showed on Jan. 19, indicating that they have been doing relatively well despite political ten-
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sions that have emerged over the years.
The South Korean firms doing business in the Kaesong Industrial Complex, a manufacturing zone

jointly run by the two Koreas in a North Korean border city, posted an annual operating growth of
11.75 percent from 2005 to 2013, according to the data compiled by an association for South Korean
firms in the industrial complex. 

The complex, which first opened its doors to South Korean companies in late 2004, has served as
a major revenue source for the cash-strapped communist country, as the firms employ North Korean
workers.

The complex has had its share of difficulties whenever inter-Korean relations turned particularly
sour, including a five-month business halt in 2013, but the latest figures show that their involvement
in the industrial zone has been conducive to their earnings on cheap labor and other production
costs.

Romanson Co., for example, saw that its net profit have risen by double-digit figures on average
annually for eight years since its business in Kaesong began in 2005. Share prices of the watchmak-
er, listed on the local tech-laden KOSDAQ market, have also jumped nearly 620 times over the cited
period. 

Local stock funds with exposure to such companies operating in the inter-Korean complex have
been enjoying strong returns as well. “Hi Korea Unification Renaissance Stock Fund,” launched by
local asset manager Hi Asset Management Co., delivered a return of 9.79 percent during the eight-
month period since its introduction in mid-May.

“The low cost of labor in Kaesong has been a considerable advantage for the companies’ compet-
itiveness,” an official at Hi Asset Management said. “It’s evident that the firms operating there have
been logging higher earnings, and you can also see that in the share prices.” (Yonhap)

N.K. defector apologizes for inaccuracy in gulag survival story

North Korean defector and human rights activist Shin Dong-hyuk said on Jan. 18 he was “very
sorry” for having altered certain details in a book about his former life at a notorious prison camp in
the secluded country. 

“To those who have supported me, trusted me and believed in me all this time, I am so very grate-
ful and at the same time so very sorry to each and every single one of you,” Shin said via a posting
on his Facebook page. 

Shin, 32, hinted that he “may or may not be able to continue in (his) work and efforts in trying to
eliminate the political prison camps and bring justice to the oppressed.”

The U.S. daily Washington Post reported on Jan. 17 that Shin had admitted to Blaine Harden, who
authored the book “Escape from Camp 14,” that he had lied about some of the timeline and loca-
tions of his survival in the gulags.   

Although he does not specify in the Facebook posting about which parts of his story had been
modified, Shin said he had “forever wanted to conceal and hide part of (his) past.”

Since his escape from the communist regime in 2005, Shin has been a vocal critic of North Korea,
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disclosing his own experiences of brutal torture and starvation in Camp 14, a notorious political
prison located north of Pyongyang. 

In the process, he was met with strong opposition from North Korea, which tried to dismiss what
has been revealed about the country’s human rights violations and even released a video showing his
father testifying that the younger Shin had never lived in a political prison camp. 

Shin urged others to continue their fight against the ongoing human rights violations in North
Korea. 

“On our behalf you must continue to spread what you know. The world still needs to know of the
horrendous and unspeakable horrors that are taking place,” he said. (Yonhap)

FOREIGN TIPS

N. Korea tightens border controls to curb flow of defectors

North Korea has tightened its patrols on the border with China and toughened punishments for
those who help North Koreans flee the authoritarian state in a bid to curb the flow of defectors, a
human rights group said on Feb. 10. 

Most North Koreans typically escape their country via the North’s border with China, which
regards them as illegal immigrants, not refugees, and regularly sends them back to the North. 

North Korea’s young leader, Kim Jong-un, who took power about three years ago, is also stepping
up efforts to suppress news from the outside world, said Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director of
Human Rights Watch, in a statement. 

Citing recent interviews with nine North Koreans who still maintain regular communication with
people in North Korea, Robertson said, “North Korean authorities are using brutal punishments to
shut the door on people fleeing the country, and cracking down on those who share information with
the outside world.” 

“Kim Jong-un is trying to silence news of his systemic and pervasive rights crimes by going after
the messengers, such as people with connections in South Korea or those who can help North
Koreans flee there,” Robertson said. 

In the summer of 2014, arrests of North Koreans transiting the country on their way to South
Korea resulted in more than 40 escapees ending up in Chinese custody, according to the statement. 

Tens of thousands of North Korean defectors are believed to be hiding in China, hoping to travel to
a third country before resettling in South Korea, home to more than 26,000 North Korean defectors.

Park Na-hyun, a female North Korean broker who helps bring North Koreans to South Korea,
told Human Rights Watch that her activities “decreased by 80 to 90 percent over the last two years
and it became harder to find people willing to work with her.” 

“I lost most of my contacts in North Korea and in China since 2013. It does not matter how much
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money you can pay or what contacts you have, many of the people I worked with are in political
prison camps in North Korea or going through trials if they are Chinese,” said Park, who used a
pseudonym to protect her identity. (Yonhap)

N. Koreans rely more on dollar, yuan in black market: source

North Korea’s grass-root market forces are increasingly dependent on the dollar and the yuan,
rather than the nation’s currency, the won, due to a mistrust of their communist regime, an informed
source in Seoul said on Feb. 10.

“It would be fair to say that Pyongyang has become a de-facto dollar-using economy, while bor-
der regions and economic zones such as the Rajin-Sonbong area are almost a yuan-using one,” the
source said, referring to a burgeoning market economy in the North.

The popularity of the U.S. and Chinese currencies is a by-product of growing black market activi-
ties there. One dollar is worth about 100 won in the North, according to the source.

North Koreans are shunning banks as they don’t trust the authorities, limiting the effects of
expanding consumption to other economic sectors, the source said.

A South Korean government official also said the North’s economy is still far from full-fledged
recovery.

“It seems certain that there is a slight growth trend. In general, however, it is hard to say that the
North’s economy has fully recovered,” the official said on background.

On inter-Korean ties, meanwhile, another official said the Park Geun-hye administration is deter-
mined to maintain its firm approach toward Pyongyang from a longer-term perspective.

“Now that the government’s aim is to achieve the normal development of South-North relations,
sticking to principles is needed even if it takes some time (to improve bilateral ties),” the unification
ministry official told reporters. 

It’s not desirable to accept Pyongyang’s “unjust” demand for the sake of dialogue, he pointed out.
(Yonhap)

N. Korea’s new anti-ship missile appears to be Russian-made Kh-35E: U.S. expert

A new anti-ship missile that North Korea claims to have developed is believed to be a Russian-
made missile, and its deployment will help modernize the North’s navy and represent fresh threats
to South Korea and the U.S., a U.S. analyst said on Feb. 8.

The North’s state media claimed on Feb. 7 that the country developed a new “ultra-precision anti-
ship rocket” that will be deployed soon at its naval units and leader Kim Jong-un observed a test-fir-
ing of the new missile.

Though the North claims to have developed the missile on its own, it appears to be a Russian Kh-
35E anti-ship cruise missile, said Joseph Bermudez, an expert on North Korea’s military, in a report
carried by the website 38 North.

“Whether the KPN acquired the system directly from Russia or a third party is unclear as is
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whether it is a licensed produced or reversed engineered version of the missile,” he said, referring to
the North’s navy by its formal name, the Korean People’s Navy.

“Should the new system be successfully integrated into the KPN and widely deployed it would
represent a significant step toward redressing the service’s obsolescence and increasing the threat
poised to South Korean and U.S. Navy vessels in the region,” he said.

And if this happens, a logical next step would be to deploy a coastal defense version, the expert said.
The potential threat posed by a Kh-35 system could be further expanded if the North’s air force

deploys the Kh-35EUL air-launched version, which could endow its ancient obsolete fleet of Il-28
light bombers with a modern standoff missile capability, he said.

Bermudez cautioned, however, that these potential developments are just possibilities.
“The North’s navy -- and military industrial system in general -- has a long history of slow and

often poor system integration. While these recent developments are important, time will determine
whether North Korea has the ability to realize the potential of this new system,” he said. (Yonhap)

Int’l female activists to march from Pyongyang to Seoul in May

Female activists from around the world will march from Pyongyang to Seoul in May to express
their wish for inter-Korean peace, a global non-profit said on Feb. 8.

The Peace Development Fund said around 30 female activists will be participating in the march,
which will see them cross the heavily fortified Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) bisecting the Korean
Peninsula, on May 24.

The activists include American feminist Gloria Steinem, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Mairead
Maguire and Chung Hyun-kyung, a professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York, the
organization said.

“Our wish is to cross the DMZ, which separates tens of millions of Korean families, on foot to
express our hope for peace,” the group said in a statement.

Participants will also hold peace seminars in the two Korean capitals and discuss the role of
women in reducing inter-Korean tension.

The two Koreas are technically at war since the Korean War in the 1950s ended in an armistice,
not a peace treaty. (Yonhap) 

N.K. anthracite exports to China post 1st drop in 8 years

North Korea’s exports of anthracite to China tumbled nearly 18 percent in 2014 from the previous
year, the first annual drop in eight years, data showed on Feb. 6.

North Korea exported US$1.13 billion worth of anthracite to China last year, down 17.6 percent
from a year earlier, according to data from the Korea International Trade Association (KITA). 

It was the first on-year decline in North Korea’s anthracite exports to China since 2006. 
The volume of anthracite exports also decreased 6.4 percent on-year to 15.43 million tons last

year, according to the KITA. 
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Despite the drop, anthracite accounted for 39.8 percent of North Korea’s total exports to China in
2014. 

Experts pointed out the fall in coal exports may be connected to North Korea’s execution of Jang
Song-thaek in late 2013. 

Jang, the uncle of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and once the second most powerful man in
the country, was executed for treason. He was also charged with “recklessly selling” coal and other
precious natural resources to foreign countries.

According to the data, North Korea’s exports of iron ore to China plunged 25.7 percent on-year to
$218.6 million last year, the smallest amount since 2010. (Yonhap)

U.S. lawmakers introduce new N.K. sanctions bill

Two top members of the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee on Feb. 5 submitted a bill that
calls for strengthening sanctions on North Korea in the wake of the communist nation’s alleged
cyber-attack on Sony Pictures.

Rep. Ed Royce (R-CA), chairman of the committee, and Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY), the commit-
tee’s ranking member, introduced the North Korea Sanctions Enforcement Act (H.R. 757), Royce’s
office said in a statement.

The bipartisan legislation is largely similar to a now-defunct bill, which passed the House last
year but was later scrapped after the Senate did not act on it before the previous Congress session
ended.

The bill targets North Korea’s access to hard currency and other goods that help keep the regime
in power, the office said. It also calls for the U.S. government to use all available tools to impose
sanctions on the North and countries and companies that assist North Korea in bolstering its nuclear
weapons program, it said.

“North Korea continues to threaten the United States and our close allies with its nuclear, missile,
and now cyber capabilities,” Royce said, adding that the legislation targets “those financial institu-
tions in Asia and beyond that are supporting this brutal and dangerous regime.” 

Engel said the legislation would “strengthen U.S. sanctions and close loopholes” used by
Pyongyang to profit from illicit activities. The lawmaker called for other countries to work together
with the U.S. to effectively enforce sanctions against the North. (Yonhap)

Carter vows to use ‘full range of capabilities’ to defend against N.K. missiles

The nominee for the next U.S. secretary of defense vowed on Feb. 4 to use the “full range of
capabilities” to defend against North Korean ballistic missiles, saying they could pose a “direct
threat” to the country.

Ashton Carter made the pledge in a written answer submitted to the Senate Armed Services
Committee for his confirmation hearing, saying he would deploy more ground-based missile inter-
ceptors in California and Alaska, regions that could fall within the North’s missile ranges.
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Carter also said the North’s intercontinental ballistic missile threat is “very real.”
“North Korea’s ballistic missile and weapons of mass destruction (WMD) capabilities clearly pre-

sent a serious and direct threat to U.S. forces postured in the Asia-Pacific region as well as to our
regional allies and partners,” Carter said.

“These capabilities, although untested at longer ranges, could also pose a direct threat to the
United States ... If confirmed, I will ensure that we draw upon the full range of our capabilities to
protect against, and to respond to, these threats,” he said.

North Korea’s history of proliferation activities amplify the dangers of its asymmetric programs,
he said.

In addition to deploying more missile interceptors, Carter also said he would enhance the
Pentagon’s ability to highlight and disrupt the illicit proliferation networks that North Korea uses
and promote cooperation with partners to interdict shipments of proliferation concern.

“With respect to ballistic missiles that could threaten the United States, I think that’s one of the
reasons why we need to keep our missile defenses and especially our ICBM defenses current, capa-
ble and large enough in size to deal with both the prospective Iranian threat and the also very real
North Korean ICBM threat,” he said during the hearing.

North Korea’s missile program has long been a key security concern in the region and beyond. 
The communist nation is believed to have developed advanced ballistic missile technologies

through a series of test launches. In its latest rocket launch, conducted in late 2012, the North suc-
ceeded in putting a satellite into orbit aboard a long-range rocket.

The test sparked fears that the North has moved closer to ultimately developing nuclear-tipped
missiles that could potentially reach the mainland United States. The country has so far conducted
three underground nuclear tests in 2006, 2009 and 2013. (Yonhap)

Change in N. Korea does not mean regime change: senior U.S. diplomat

North Korea should learn from Myanmar’s opening and change course, a senior American diplo-
mat said on Feb. 4, stressing Pyongyang can implement reforms without “regime change” as seen in
the Southeast Asian nation.

“The transformation in the (Myanmar) economy, the transformation in the lives of Burmese peo-
ple, the opportunities that have opened and the scope of international cooperation has not come at
the cost of a revolution,” Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Russel said at a Foreign Press Center
briefing.

“A change in North Korea does not mean to be regime change as the example of Burma shows,”
he said.

Reforms in Myanmar have led to the “pouring-in of significant development economic support,”
the top State Department official in charge of Asia-Pacific affairs said, adding the reforms have also
led to U.S. President Barack Obama visiting the Southeast Asian nation twice.

Russel’s remarks came amid speculation that the U.S. may seek a regime change in North Korea
after Obama said in January that he believes the autocratic regime in Pyongyang is bound to ulti-
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mately collapse. (Yonhap)

China’s exports of jet fuel to N. Korea rebounds in 2014

China’s exports of jet fuel to North Korea rebounded last year, but the annual volume of shipment
was still low compared with previous years, according to recently released Chinese customs data on
Jan. 31. 

China exported some 13,630 tons of jet fuel, worth US$14 million, to North Korea in 2014, com-
pared with a meager 600 tons in 2013, when Pyongyang conducted its third nuclear test.

China sold 40,611 tons of jet fuel to North Korea in 2012 and 42,251 tons in 2011. 
China is North Korea’s top economic benefactor, but its political ties with Pyongyang strained,

particularly after the North’s third nuclear test in February 2013. 
No crude oil was officially sent to North Korea from China for all of last year.  
South Korean diplomatic sources in Beijing, however, have cautioned against reading too much

into the official Chinese trade figures because China has provided crude oil to North Korea in the
form of grant aid in the past and such shipments were not recorded on paper. (Yonhap)

N. Korea ‘reportedly’ sacks head of Kim’s bodyguard corps: scholar 

North Korea “reportedly” sacked the chief of its Supreme Guard Command, the elite personal
bodyguard force tasked with protecting the North’s leader Kim Jong-un, in the wake of January’s
killings by a North Korean army deserter, a Chinese scholar wrote in an op-ed for state media on
Jan. 31. 

Hu Mingyuan, associate researcher at the Center for Northeast Asian Studies, a research institute
of the Jilin province that shares borders with North Korea, did not specify where he got the informa-
tion. 

In the op-ed piece published by state-run China Daily newspaper, Hu suspected that, if the reported
dismissal is true, it might indicate Pyongyang’s willingness to move toward warmer ties with Beijing. 

China lodged a diplomatic protest after a North Korean army deserter killed four Chinese citizens
in a robbery attempt in the Chinese border city of Helong on Dec. 28 last year. The North Korean
soldier was shot dead during a manhunt, Chinese officials said. 

“The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) has reportedly dismissed all officials,
including the head of Pyongyang’s Supreme Guard Command, considered responsible for a DPRK
army deserter crossing the border last month and killing four Chinese nationals while trying to com-
mit robbery,” Hu said. 

“If the report of the removal of the Pyongyang officials is true, it has to be said the DPRK has had
a drastic change of heart,” Hu said. 

“By holding the military leadership accountable for the shooting and robbery incident, DPRK
leader Kim Jong-un has sought to not only appease the public rage in China but also strengthen
China-DPRK relations,” Hu said. 
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The North’s current Supreme Guard commander, Yun Jong-rin, was last seen in public on Dec. 2
last year, in a photo published by the Rodong Sinmun, the official newspaper of the reclusive state’s
ruling Workers’ Party. (Yonhap)

N. Korea’s smartphone imports from China hit record 

North Korea’s smartphone imports from China surged to a record high last year, a sign of a grow-
ing number of people there being connected to the net, according to data released on Jan. 30.

North Korea brought in US$82.8 million worth of smartphones from China in 2014, almost dou-
ble the amount recorded a year earlier, according to the Seoul-based Korea International Trade
Association.

It marked the largest volume since 2007, when related data were introduced.
Imports of portable data-processing devices, including laptops, also jumped 16 percent on-year to

$23 million in 2014 despite a 3-percent decline in the North’s overall imports from China in the year.
Around 10 percent of the communist nation’s 24-million residents reportedly use smartphones,

with its 3G network run by Koryolink, a joint venture with an Egyptian company, Orascom
Telecom. (Yonhap)

China sold no crude oil to N. Korea in 2014

China did not export a single drop of crude oil to North Korea for all of 2014, data showed on
Jan. 29 , despite no clear indication that Beijing was using oil to curb Pyongyang’s unruly behavior.

In previous years, China’s official shipments of crude oil to North Korea had been absent for sev-
eral months, particularly after the North’s nuclear tests. However, it was extremely unusual that, at
least on paper, China sold no crude oil to North Korea for all of last year.   

In 2014, China’s exports of petroleum products to North Korea jumped 48.22 percent from a year
earlier to US$1.54 million, according to the data based on Chinese trade statistics and compiled by
the Beijing unit of South’s Korea Trade and Investment Promotion Agency.

“Although final statistics show that China’s exports of crude oil to North Korea were counted as
‘zero’ in 2014, experts suggest that the possibility of China’s suspension of crude oil exports to
North Korea remains low,” the agency said in a statement. 

South Korean diplomatic sources in Beijing have also cautioned against reading too much into the
official Chinese trade figures because China has provided crude oil to North Korea in the form of
grant aid and such shipments were not recorded on paper. 

There has been no clear indication that the 2014 trade figures reflect China’s willingness to use
crude oil as leverage to press North Korea to change course in its nuclear ambition. 

North Korea conducted its third and most powerful nuclear test in February 2013, straining politi-
cal ties with Beijing’s leadership. 

Asked about the absence of crude oil shipments to North Korea, Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying stressed Beijing’s “normal” trade relations with North Korea, but sidestepped

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
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questions over whether Beijing genuinely stopped shipping crude oil to Pyongyang. 
Excluding crude oil, bilateral trade between North Korea and China fell 2.79 percent from a year

ago to $6.36 billion last year, marking the first annual decline in six years, according to the data.
(Yonhap)

Agricultural reforms in N. Korea appear to be working: U.S. expert

Agricultural reforms in North Korea, which center on allowing farmers to keep at least one third
of their harvests, appear to be working, with overall grain production increasing in recent years
despite unfavorable conditions, a U.S. expert said on Jan. 27.

Randall Ireson, an expert on the North’s agricultural sector, also said in a report carried on the
website 38 North that this year will be “instructive” in terms of whether the agricultural reforms are
fully implemented and if farmers can take advantage of such autonomy to increase production.

In 2012, the North announced the so-called “6.28 measures” that centered on allowing farmers to
keep 30 percent of their production quota plus any excess over the quota. Last year, a new set of
reforms, known as “5.20 measures,” were announced that call for increasing the farmers’ portion to
60 percent.

Ireson said the 6.28 measures now appear to be implemented in the North “widely.”
The reforms are believed to have contributed to the North’s total food production in 2013 reach-

ing an estimated 5.03 million tons, the highest level since the beginning of the country’s economic
collapse in the early 1990s, Ireson said.

The increase came even though fertilizer availability was worse than the previous year and a peri-
od of heavy rain that damaged some crops. Increased production may reflect both increased motiva-
tion of farmers, and an increased ability to farm efficiently with limited resources, the expert said.

Production in 2014 is believed to be at least similar to that of the previous year, Ireson said, citing
data from the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) that the North’s rice production is
estimated at 1.9 million tons and maze production at 2.3 million tons.

The New Year’s address by North Korean leader Kim Jong-un suggests that the destitute state
would push ahead with implementation of the agricultural reforms, the expert said. But he cautioned
against being overly optimistic.

“Let’s not be overly ebullient. The actions to date do not constitute a Chinese- or Vietnamese-
style economic reform, and the DPRK (North Korea) will remain food-insecure for the immediate
future. Rollbacks and opposition to other recent changes in farm policy argue for a wait-and-see
approach,” he said.

“At the farm level, the coming year will be instructive, both in terms of whether the 6.28 and 5.30
policies are fully implemented, and whether farmers can take advantage of this new autonomy to
increase production,” he said. (Yonhap)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
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N. Korea’s 2014 trade with China marks 1st drop in 5 years 

North Korea’s annual trade with its economic lifeline, China, fell 2.4 percent from a year ago in
2014, marking the first decline since 2009, data compiled by South Korea’s government trade
agency showed on Jan. 26. 

North Korea’s trade with China totaled US$6.39 billion last year, compared with $6.54 billion in
2013, according to the data provided by the Beijing unit of South’s Korea Trade and Investment
Promotion Agency (KOTRA).

The annual trade figures between North Korea and China provided a fresh sign that strained polit-
ical ties between the two nations have affected their economic relations.

At least on paper, there were also no shipments of crude oil from China to North Korea for all of
last year. 

A South Korean diplomatic source with knowledge of the matter, however, cautioned against
reading too much into the official trade figures because China has provided crude oil to North Korea
in the form of grant aid and such shipments were not recorded on paper.

Political relations between North Korea and China remain strained, particularly after the North’s
third nuclear test in February 2013. (Yonhap)

U.N. to provide N. Korea with US$2 mln aid 

The United Nations will provide US$2 million in aid to North Korea as part of its humanitarian
efforts, a news report said on Jan. 24.   

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, part of the U.N. Secretariat responsible
for humanitarian actions, plans to deliver the financial support to its peer organizations working in
the reclusive regime, according to a new report by Radio Free Asia (RFA). 

The aid will be provided through the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which has
offered a total of $6.5 million to Pyongyang since 2011. The annual sum given to the communist
state has varied each year: $5 million in 2011, $7 million in 2012 and $2.1 million in 2013. 

U.N. offices based in the North decide on the spending through negotiations with the head of
United Nations Development Programme stationed there. Other U.N. affiliated organizations that
provide financial aid to the North include the World Food Plan, the Food and Agriculture
Organization, the World Health Organization and the United Nations Children’s Fund. 

The CERF plans to send $100 million to 12 countries around the world in this batch. 
Syria will receive the highest amount of $30 million, followed by Lebanon with $18 million.

North Korea will receive the least.  (Yonhap)
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PEOPLE

Kim Jong-un : Supreme Commander of the (North) Korean People’s Army (KPA), First Secretary of the
Workers’ Party of (North) Korea (WPK), First Chairman of the National Defense
Commission (NDC)

Jan. 15 sends messages to heads of state of foreign countries in reply to their messages on the 3rd
anniversary of the demise of leader Kim Jong-il

16 gives field guidance to Kangdong Precision Machine Plant
17 receives a reply message from Raul Castro Ruz, president of Cuba, on Jan. 7
18 gives field guidance to Kumkop General Foodstuff Factory for Athletes 
21 provides field guidance to Ryuwon Shoes Factory
31 guides KPA Services’ drill of hitting enemy naval target
31 provides field guidance to Wonsan Shoes Factory

Feb. 2 sends gifts to school youth and children from across the country, making a study tour along
the course of the 250-mile journey for national liberation

2 visits Tools Exhibition arranged by Ministry of People’s Armed Forces.
5 gives field guidance to the Pyongyang Cosmetics Factory
5 sends latest apparatuses for experiment and practice needed for education and scientific

researches to Kim Il Sung University
7 receives a congratulatory message from Alberto Anaya Gutierrez, national leader of the

Workers’ Party of Mexico, sent Jan. 27
8 gives field guidance to the Oct. 3 Dockyard under KPA Navy Unit 597 and sets forth the

task for its updating. 
8 watches newly-developed anti-ship rocket test-firing.

11 provides field guidance to the construction sites of nurseries, orphanages and orphans’ pri-
mary and secondary schools in Wonsan City

12 has a photo session with the builders of the Construction Bureau 8 who performed feats of
labor in successfully building monumental edifices in the era of Songun

Kim Yong-nam: President of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA)

Jan. 15 sends a congratulatory message to Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic upon her election as president
of Croatia.

15 receives credentials from Indonesian Ambassador to the DPRK Bambang Hiendrasto at the
Mansudae Assembly Hall

26 sends a congratulatory message to Edgar Lungu upon his election as president of Zambia
Feb. 1 sends a message of greeting to Truong Tan Sang, president of Vietnam, on the occasion of

the 65th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between the DPRK and Vietnam
2 sends a congratulatory message to Sergio Mattarella upon his election as president of Italy
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Feb. 2 sends a message of sympathy to Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, president of Egypt, in regards to a ter-
rorist attack in northern Sinai, Egypt, which caused many casualties

4 sends a congratulatory message to Robert G. Mugabe, president of  Zimbabwe, on the suc-
cessful holding of the 24th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the African Union and on his election as chairman of the African Union

10 sends a message of greeting to Hassan Rouhani, president of Iran, on the occasion of the
36th anniversary of the victory of the Islamic revolution of Iran

Pak Pong-ju: Premier

Jan. 22 sends a congratulatory message to Modebo Keikta upon his appointment as prime minister of
Mali

30 sends a congratulatory message to Alexis Tsipras upon his election as Greek prime minister
Feb. 11 sends a congratulatory message to Habib Essid upon his appointment as prime minister of

Tunisia

CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW

(Local Events)

Jan. 15 The Pyongyang City Mushroom Farm begins production.
16 The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) says a brisk drive for increased production of

mushroom and greenhouse vegetables is now going on.
17 The DPRK will invariably keep to the road of Songun (military-first), the Rodong Sinmun

says in an article.
17 The KCNA says the 20th Paektusan Prize Sports Contest among Officials of National

Institutions will be held in Pyongyang to celebrate the Day of the Shining Star, birth anniver-
sary of leader Kim Jong-il.

20 A joint meeting of the government, political parties and organizations takes place at the
People’s Palace of Culture to carry out the tasks for national reunification set forth by North
Korea leader Kim Jong-un in his New Year’s address.

20 A skating tournament of the 41st National Schoolchildren’s Sports Contest for Jongilbong
Prize is held at Lake Michon of Mt. Taesong.

22 The DPRK State Stamp Bureau issues a stamp in commemoration of the 90th anniversary of
the 250-mile Journey for National Liberation made by President Kim Il-sung.

29 The enlarged meeting of the 70th Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of the Union of
Agricultural Workers of Korea (UAWK) takes place.

29 The KCNA says preparations for the 19th Kimjongilia Festival are brisk in the DPRK. 
Feb. 5 A poster of the 19th Kimjongilia Festival to be held on the occasion of the birth anniversary
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of leader Kim Jong-il produced.
Feb. 6 The Rodong Sinmun dedicates an article to the first anniversary of supreme leader Kim

Jong-un’s work “Let Us Bring About Innovations in Agricultural Production under the
Unfurled Banner of the Socialist Rural Theses.” 

8 A dance party for the Ministry of the People’s Armed Forces takes place, on the 67th
anniversary of President Kim Il-sung’s strengthening of the Korean People’s Revolutionary
Army (KPRA) into the regular revolutionary armed forces.

9 The KCNA says restaurants including Okryu Restaurant and Pyongyang Noodle House,
well-known for serving famous Pyongyang cold noodle, one of the traditional Korean foods,
are crowded with guests even in this winter season. 

9 A building-materials exhibition opens at the Heavy Industry Hall of the Three-Revolution
Exhibition House in Pyongyang.

10 The newly-built Mangyongdae Kyonghung Foodstuff Factory goes operational with due cer-
emony.

11 A national cooking competition takes place at the Pyongyang Noodle House on Feb. 11 and
12 with the approach of the birth anniversary of leader Kim Jong-il.

12 Ground-breaking ceremonies of the army-people power stations are held in Kangwon
Province.

(Foreign Events)

Jan. 16 Youth delegations and delegates from foreign countries and regions and overseas Korean
youths visit the room for education in the revolutionary history of the Kim Il-sung Socialist
Youth League.

21 The KCNA says the Japanese imperialists did not hesitate to encroach upon the sovereignty
of a sovereign state and to kill even the top ruler to meet their sinister purposes.

21 The KCNA says the U.S. and its vassal forces are becoming desperate in their moves to dare
hurt the dignity of the supreme leadership of the DPRK.

22 The KCNA says the Pakistan Labor Federation made public a statement on Jan. 12 hailing
the New Year’s address made by Kim Jong-un.

23 The U.S. Department of State discloses its intention to continue the joint military exercises
with South Korea, refuting the DPRK’s proposal to suspend nuclear tests if the exercises are
stopped as “inappropriate links” and an “implicit threat.”

29 Pham Viet Hung, Vietnamese ambassador to the DPRK, gives a reception at the
Taedonggang Diplomatic Club on Jan. 29 to mark the 65th anniversary of the establishment
of the diplomatic ties between the DPRK and Vietnam.

Feb. 3 The KCNA says the Russian Association for Friendship and Cultural Cooperation with the
DPRK made public a statement on Jan. 28 in denunciation of the U.S. “human rights” racket
against the DPRK.

8 Russian and Bangladeshi newspapers carry special write-ups and articles on the occasion of
the birth anniversary of leader Kim Jong-il. 

9 U.S. President Barack Obama is reported to have blustered that North Korea is the “most iso-
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lated, most sanctioned and most cut-off dictatorial state on earth and over time you will see it
collapse.” 

Feb. 10 The KCNA says the U.S. imperialist aggressor forces and the marine corps of the South
Korean army staged a north-targeted joint military drill on Ganghwa Island on Feb.10.

11 Mansour Chavoshi, Iranian ambassador to the DPRK, holds a reception at the Taedonggang
Diplomatic Club on the occasion of the 36th anniversary of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran.

12 The KCNA says events takes place in different countries on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of leader Kim Jong-il. 
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